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New Labour, new media, new message? 






MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Correspondent 
and SARAH HELM 
Brussels 

The French ;md German gov- 
ernments will admit within 
weeks that the European Mon- 
etary Ionian may have to be 
postponed, senior British Gov- 
ernment figures believe. 

The recession in Germany 
and social unrest in France 
have made it impossible for 
EM LI in go ahead in 1999 as 
planned, according to the Maas- 
tricht Treaty timetable, senior 
ministers say. 

They believe that “the mo- 
ment of truth is approaching” 
- not about the principle of 
EMU but about the dates. A 
groundswell of public criticism 
by European political and fi- 
nancial leaders will force the 
French and German govern- 
ments to clarify their inten- 
tions in the next few weeks, the 
ministers say privately. 

They conclude that France 
and Germany will need to an- 
nounce either a change to the 
date set for monetary union or 
a change do the rigid financial 
criteria for membership of the 
single currency imposed by the 
Maastricht Treaty. But there is 
agreement that the Govern- 
ment should remain officially 
silent while doubts are heaped 
on the project by some of its 
most fervent supporters, such as 
the former EU Commission 
President Jacques Delors. 

The French and German 
governments announced yes- 
terday that there was no ques- 
tion of re-examining the 1999 
terms and timetable for EMU. 
But the public facade masks 
confusion and uncertainty, at 
least in Paris. Two senior French 
ministers broke ranks with the 
official line yesterday, although 
one recanted later under gov- 
ernment pressure. The industry 


IN BRIEF I 


'Unlawful killing' verdict 

A jury yesterday relumed a ver- 
dict of unlawful killing at the in- 
quest of an asylum seeker who 
died after a struggle with police 
officers who were trying to ar- 
rest him in Stoke Newington. 
London, Pag® 2 


minister, Franck Borotra. said 
that if he had to choose between 
Maastricht and jobs, he would 
choose jobs. The Foreign Min- 
ister, Herve dc Charctte. told a 
French radio station that it 
might be useful to interpret the 
rigid EMU conditions on pub- 
lic spending more flexibly, as 
proposed on Wednesday by the 
former President, Valery Gis- 
card d’Estaing. But Mr dc 
Charette back-tracked later. 





Helm^ KohL Ho^ key to 
future of single currency 

Despite mounting doubts 
about EMU across the conti- 
nent officials in Brussels said 
dire predictions in London of 
imminent collapse could be 
motivated in part by wish-ful- 
filment and a political decision 
to fuel the crisis. A collapse of 
monetary union now would 
give an enormous political 
boost to Mr Major, defusing 
Euro-sceptic attacks. 

One official, dose to EMU 
policy-making, said he was “as- 
tonished’' to hear that British 
ministers were taking such an 
apocalyptic line, which was en- 
tirely out of tune with the offi- 
cial Foreign Office assessment 
The Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, also told reporters this 
week that he still expected 
EMU to go ahead on schedule. 


“The fact that one or two 
people have raised questions 
this week should mean that 
suddenly everyone - the Ger- 
mans included - are going to 
lose their cool and allow the 
thing to collapse in weeks seems 
extraordinary," said one source. 

But senior British sources say 
all will depend on whether 
Chancellor Kohl of Germany 
can be prevailed upon to relax 
the financial conditions by Res- 
ident Jacques Chirac of France, 
who faces further domestic po- 
litical upheaval if he pushes 
ahead with the rapid public 
spending cuts needed to qual- 
ify the franc for EMU mem- 
bership. The verdict in London 
is that Chancellor Kohl will not 
be able to overcome monetarist 
resistance by the Bundesbank 
and doubts by German public 
opinion. 

Particular attention has been 
attracted by the statement ear- 
lier this week by the Spanish 
Minister Carlos’ Westendorp, 
one of the key players in driving 
forward fonnal proposals for 
closer European integration. 
Mr Westendorp said it might be 
necessary to “stop the clock” on 
EMU - in other words freeze 
the timetable, rather than for- 
mally admit to a delay. 

British Ministers discount 
speculation on the financial 
markets that Chancellor Kohl 
and President Chirac could 
defy the sceptics and stage a 
lightning move to link their 
currencies immediately, ac- 
companied by a one time de- 
valuation of the French franc. 
U is thought that any such 
move would generate “huge 
resentment' and among coun- 
tries such as Italy. Spain and the 
Benelux. The crisis over EMU 
is certain to be discussed at least 
in the margins of a meeting of 
European Foreign Ministers 
scheduled to take place in Brus- 
sels next Monday. 



With yesterday's launch of New Labour’s £2m media 
centre at Mill bank Tower in central London the par- 
ty's spin doctors will be slicker than even 
The 20,000, square feet super high-tech centre will 
bring together over 100 staff in (be party's media of- 
fice, its famous ‘instant response" rebuttal unit -com- 


plete with its mysterious computer Eicalibur, cam- 
paign project units, and key seats unit. Oh yes, there’s 
policy as welL 

Facilities at the centre include state of the art fight- 
ing and sound systems, satellite and internet links. 
Oat screen video walls and fibre optic link to broad- 


cast links “throughout the world”. Tony Blair < cen- 
tre I, John Prescott (second right), Robin Cook (left), 
Tom Sawyer (second left) and Gordon Brown (in pray- 
ing pose) were much in evidence at the launch and 
will all be based there during the next election cam- 
paign. 


Irish accuse Major of bad faith 


COLIN BROWN and 
Katherine Butler in Stras- 
bourg 

John Major last night sought 
to heal a damaging rift with 
John Bruton, the Irish Prime 
Minister, after British plans for 
elections to force a break- 
through in the stalled Northern 
Ireland peace process led to ac- 
cusations of a bad faith by Lon- 
don. 

The disagreement threat- 
ened to sour relations between 
the two Prime Ministers. Mr 
Bruton and Dick Spring, the 
Irish Foreign Minister, accused 


Mr Major of acting unilateral- 
ly. after being caught off-guard. 
The SDLP leader. John Hume, 
was wrong-footed, and on the 
defensive yesterday after ap- 
pearing to condemn democra- 
tic elections, which he warned 
would lead to a “shouting 
match”. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, the 
Northern Ireland Secretary, 
said the prospect of a “shout- 
ing match” was better than a 
“shooting match” and British of- 
ficials angrily denied the British 
attitude threatened a return to 
violence. 

“Tell that to the IRA^ We are 


working our butts off trying to 
find a mechanism that is ac- 
ceptable to all the parties that 
gels us into all party negotia- 
tions.” said one senior official. 

Irish nationalist politicians 
yesterday remained uncon- 
vinced by British assurances 
that John Major's proposal of 
a new elected body was not a de- 
vice to mollify Unionist MPs 
and to fimher postpone all-par- 
ty negotiations. 

Much bitterness was evident 
both at Mr Major's sudden 
change of tack and by the way 
in which he went about it. 
which was variously described 


as a political mugging and an 
ambush. 

Dublin sources rejected 
Downing Street claims that the 
Taoiseach. John Bruton, had 
been properly informed by Mr 
Major in advance of his surprise 
Commons announcement. 

Sinn Fein president Geny 
Adams, meanwhile, said it was 
opposed to the proposal and ac- 
cused the Prime Minister of act- 
ing in bad faith. “Mr Major 
rejected the core of the Mitchell 
report, scuppered the twin- 
track approach and the Febru- 
ary date for aJI-party talks, and 
in their place has produced a 


new pre-condition based on a 
Unionist proposal" he said. 

Downing Street officials 
were stung by the reaction from 
the Irish Government and in- 
sisted that Mr Bruton had been 
kept fully informed of the 
British plans with a telephone 
call between the two Prime 
Ministers on Tuesday evening, 
and in an exchange of their 
statements before they were 
made to the two parliaments. 

The Prime Ministers officials 
said Mr Bruton had given the 
impression that the proposal for 
elections was something Dublin 
could “live with”. 


Official: loud rock music Howe rails against Scott 
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Rifle execution 

A child killer and rapist who 
said that he would rather die at 
the point of a rifle than by lethal 
injection awaited the first exe- 
cution by firing squad in the 
United States in 19 years early 
today. Page 8 

Today’s weather 

Very cold and windy with some 
snow. Section Two, page 33 
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CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

Scientists have confirmed what 
parents have known for years: 
that ear-blasting rock concerts 
and long nights at discos can 
turn you deaf. 

New research suggests that 
thousands of young people 
could develop serious hearing 
problems much sooner than 
their predecessors, where deaf- 
ness generally develops after the 
age of 60. It also suggests that 
noise from leisure pursuits has 
replaced workplace noise as 
the biggest risk to hearing. Yet 
there are no legal limits on the 
sound levels permissible at dubs 
or concerts - even if they would 
be illegal in a factory. 


A study of 1,364 people aged 
between 14 and 40 in the city of 
Nancy, France, found that of 
those who went to rock concerts 
once a month. 44 per cent 
showed symptoms of temporary 
hearing loss. This included ring- 
ing in the ears - tinni tus - and 
deadened hearing. The re- 
search, by a French hearing spe- 
cialist, also showed that almost 
two-thirds of those who went to 
concerts more than twice a 
month had such symptoms. 

Meanwhile, in the UK, a 
wide-ranging study by the Med- 
ical Research Council in Not- 
tingham indicates that young 
people who go regularly to 
chibs are three times more like- 
ly to complain of tinnitus. Dr 
Adrian Davis, who headed the 


study, will tell an international 
conference in June that about 
30 per cent of young British 
adults experience significant 
exposure to high levels of noise 
and complain of problems con- 
ducting conversations against a 
background noise. 

Sound levels at rock concerts 
and chibs often top 100 decibels, 
compared to the legal level 
permitted by the Health and 
Safely Executive, which is an av- 
erage of 85 dB over eight hours. 

A number of rock musicians 
have suffered serious hearing 
loss, including Pete Townsend, 
the Who’s guitarist, and the 
heavy metal band Me tallica. Dr 
Davis said some bands and se- 
curity staff at their concerts bad 
resorted to ear-plu^. 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Lord Howe, the funner Foreign 
Secretary, yesterday launched a 
ferocious attack on Sir Richard 
ScotL as the Conservatives ap- 
peared to open a concerted pre- 
emptive strike against his artns- 
to-Iraq report, due next month. 

Lord Howe castigated Sir 
Richard in The Spectator. Sir 
Bernard Ingham. Baroness 
Thatcher’s former press secre- 
tary, simultaneously fired an- 
other broadside in the Daily 
Express, claiming Sir Richard, a 
senior judge, risked causing 
“grievous bodily harm” to the 
judiciary. Robin Cook, Labour’s 
Shadow Foreign Secretary, said: 
“We had expected there to be 
a backlash. The Conservatives 
are clearly worried about what 
the report might say”. 



Sir Richard Scott: Fierce 
attack on his procedures 

Both authors pursued iden- 
tical themes. “This is a story in 
which there are no villains,” 
wrote Lord Howe. “British pol- 
icy was in principle almost sanc- 
timoniously virtuous. Almost 


alone, among the industrial 
nations, we had banned the sup- 
ply of ‘defence-related equip- 
ment' to Iran and Iraq alike. 
From one or other of our com- 
petitors - the Soviet Union or 
Germany. China or France - 
these weapons were always 
available. Not from Britain.” 

Sir Bernard's article contin- 
ued the theme: "Judges dry or 
wet - and Sir Richard is water- 
logged - should not be asked to 
pronounce on how govern- 
ments have reconciled'the na- 
tional interest in the shifting 
sands of Middle East politics 
when our less scrupulous com- 
petitors are scrambling for 
every arms contract they can lay 
their hands on.” 

Lord Howe lambasted Sir 
Richard for not allowing legal 
representation for witnesses, 
which was recommended for in- 


quisitorial inquiries by the 
Salmon Commission in 
thel96Us. He said it was an el- 
ementary right for a witness to 
be examined by one’s own 
lawyer, and of having adverse 
evidence tested by cross-exam- 
ination. "But not, astonishing- 
ly, ty the Scott Inquiry.” 

Sir Richard, Lord Howe 
wrote, “had indeed explicitly dis- 
carded the established princi- 
ples.” This was echoed by Sir 
Bernard: “Sir Richard will 
make what are essentially po- 
litical judgments after aston- 
ishingly adversarial hearings, 
which ignored half the princi- 
ples for the conduct of inquiries 
laid down by Lord Justice 
Salmon in 1966." 

Lord Howe criticised “Sir 
Richard's iconoclastic decision 
thus to engage himself at (he in- 
quisitorial heart of matters”. 
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Sexism storm as women-only book prize launches 

. w*, ^ouldbeasliedipeachyff; 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The founders of Britain s 
newest and largest book prize 
denied sexism at the launch of 
the award for women novelists 
only yesterday. 

The Orange Prize for Fiction 
offers £30,000 for the best Eng- 
lish-language novel of the year 
written by a woman. £ 10.000 
more than the Booker Prize and 
£9,000 more than the Whit- 
bread Book of the Year. It is 


aiming for the same literary high 
ground as the Booker, intend- 
ing to “celebrate excellence, 
originality and accessibility”. 
Women of all nationalities are 
eligible and the five judges will 
all be female. 

Kate Mosse, the novelist who 
chairs the judges, said the prize 
had partly been sparked by the 
Booker Prize’s 1991 shortlist 
when all six authors - including 
Martin Amis, Ben Okxi and 
Roddy Doyle - were men. 

' ll wasn't complaining 


stamping our feet and saying 
"This isn’t {air 5 . But whether 
from taste, tradition or expec- 
tation most women don’t find 
their way onto shortlists and 
even fewer actually win," she 
said. 

The Booker, which is open to 
Commonwealth writers, has 
shortlisted 153 writers since 
1969. Of those, 57 have been 
women. In the same period it 
has had 29 winners, of whom 10 
were women. 

“Just imagine what people 


would say if Booker released a only one previous female win- 
shortlist with only women, ner since 1985 -Joan Brady for 
Everyone would see it as an Theory of War. 


enormous political statement,’' 
Ms Masse said. 

She acknowledged that in the 
last two months both the Book- 
er and the Whitbread had cho- 
sen female winners - ftt Barker 
for The Ghost Road and Kate 
Atkinson this week for Behind 
the Scenes at the Museum . 

“But that is veiy, very rare. 
It has never happened before.” 
she added. Whitbread has had 


yj 

The crucial question for the 
founders of the Orange Prize is 
whether the best women writ- 
ers wiD want to associate them- 
selves with an award arguably 
tainted by the “lame-duck" 
brush. 

Eighteen months ago the 
late Sir Kingsley Amis helped 
derail its original launch when 
he said disdainfully- “If I were 
a woman, I would not want to 


win this prize. One ran hardly ^eB^e^thlch Mmenhad 
take the winner of this sennits- ^ ne „ a very- importnnt ^ 

Iy n. e then sponsors, Mit- jg*»“ JgSbfcrtteJ* 

subishi, pulled out and have v ‘ 0 r so it is observable 
been replaced by Orange, the ° >^ r £ ve not been as 
the many good women writers as 
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JQJO MOVES and HEATHER 
MILLS 

A jury yesterday returned a ver- 
dict of unlawful killing at the in- 
quest into the death of an 
asylum seeker who died while 
in the custody of Stoke New- 
ington police. 

Shiji Lapite, a 34-year-old 
Nigerian, died of asphyxiation 
in December 1994 shortly after 
he was involved in a struggle 
with officers who were at- 
tempting to arrest bim on sus- 
picion of possessing drugs. 

The verdict came at the end 
of a bad day for the Metropol- 
itan Police's reputation. In one 
court, the force paid out over 
£90.000 in costs and damages to 
a teacher, trainee solicitor and 
award-winning photographer 
who claimed they had been as- 
saulted. falsely imprisoned and 
maliciously prosecuted by offi- 
cers - one of whom had applied 
a neck hold. In another, a for- 
mer officer with 24 years service 
was convicted of jury nobbling. 

Meanwhile in the Commons, 
the Public Accounts Committee 
lambasted Scotland Yard for 
failing to notice that its its ac- 
countant, Anthony Williams, 
had stolen £5m from police 
funds. 

The Lapite verdict - the sec- 
ond unlawful killing verdict in 
three months on a man in po- 


lice custody - was swift and 
unanimous. 

It has triggered fresh con- 
troversy about the use of neck 
holds by police when controlling 
suspects. Coroner Dr Stephen 
Chan called upon the Associa- 
tion of Chief Police Officers to 
“ensure that all police officers 
are left in no doubt of the haz- 
ards and danger of this prac- 
tice”. 

After the verdict, Deborah 
Coles, co-director of Inquest, 
which helps the families of 
those who die in custody, said 
the verdict was an indictment of 
the police. 

“Previous deaths have re- 
sulted from neck holds and yet 
they haven’t been banned and 
therefore, there will remain a 
doubt about the accountability 
of the police,” she said. 

OJamide Susan Jones, Mr 
Lapite’s wife, described the 
hearing as “traumatic’’. She 
added: “I'm relieved that ray 
children are going to grow up 
to learn that their father was un- 
lawfully killed by the police.” 

The inquest, at St Pimcras 
Coroners Court, north Lon- 
don. heard that Mr Lapite. 
who had two children, had been 
slopped for “acting suspicious- 
ly" in Clapton, east London, 
shortly before midnight on De- 
cember 15 1994 by two plain 
clothes police officers. 


During what officers Paul 
Wright and Andrew McCal- 
hun described as “a violent 
struggle", PC Wright, 28, told 
the court that Lapite bad at- 
tempted to strangle him. al- 
though a Home Office 
pathologist said that “serious 
doubt must be thrown on the al- 
legation” because of the lack of 
marks around the officer's neck. 

Mr Lapite. who PC McCaJ- 
lum admitted kicking twice in 
the head “as hard as he could", 
was placed in a neck hold dur- 
ing the struggle and eventually 
overpowered. He was found to 
have sustained a fracture to his 
voice box, the cause of death be- 
ing recorded as “asphyxiation, 
with a contributory cause of co- 
caine intoxication”. 

Neither officer was able to ex- 
plain what Dr Chan described 
as the “gross disparity” of in- 
juries sustained by Lapite and 
the officers. 

Yesterday as the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service said it would re- 
consider its earlier decision not 
to prosecute any of the officers 
involved in Lapite’s death, Scot- 
land Yard said the two officers 
remained suspended. 

A spokesman said that it 
would also be sending a dossier 
to the Police Complaints Au- 
thority to see if any disciplinary 
action should follow. 

Met under fire, page 7 




A force under fire: Day of shame for Scotland Yard as inquest finding adds to woe over damages defeat 
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Nigerian killed 
unlawfully by 
police, jury says 


joy that 

turned to 
terror 


Victim: Shiji Lapite, who died after a struggle with police 


Photograph: Photonews 


Warnings about neck holds felled to prevent death 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Senior police officers have Jong 
recognised neck holds were 
dangerous to the point of being 
leihal - bui have always fallen 
short of a total ban on their use. 

When Shiji Lapite was ar- 
rested in December 1993. 
official guidance slated that 
strangleholds should be used 
only as a last resort. 

Those guidelines were is- 
sued by chief police officers fol- 
lowing an inquiry and inquest 
into the death of Oliver Pryce, 


another 30-year-old black man. 
Mr Pryce, suffering a mental 
breakdown, had hurled himself 
into the path of a slow-moving 
ambulance. 

Mice called to the scene 
grabbed him in a neck lock, bun- 
dled him face down into the 
back of a van and drove him to 
a police station. On arrival, he 
was found to have stopped 
breathing. 

As in Mr La pile's case, the in- 
quest jury decided Mr Pryce had 
been “unlawfully killed” - but 
no charges or disciplihary action 
were brought. However, last 


year, Geveland police - in a rare 
admission of liability - did pay 
undisclosed but “substantial" 
damages to Mr Pryce’s family. 

And there have been others 
who have died following the ap- 
plication of head or neck holds. 
Clinton McCurbin died in 
Wolverhampton in 1987, James 
Davey in Littiepark police sta- 
tion. Coventry, in 1983. Winston 
Rose and Nicholas Ofusu. both 
mentally ill black men, died in 
police stations, in 1981 and 
1983, after inhaling their own 
vomit and John Lamaletie died 
of a stroke, nine days after he 


had been held in a lock which 
caused a Mood dot in an artery 
leading to bis brain. 

Neck locks can cause death 
in seconds, by obstructing the 
flow of blood to or from the 
brain or by triggering a reflex ac- 
tion in the carotid artery which 
can cause sudden cardiac arrest 

Professor Bernard Knight a 
consultant Home Office pathol- 
ogist says they should be used 
only in truly life-tiireateningsit- 
uations: “They are dangerous 
holds that can never be con- 
trolled in a struggle,” he told the 
Independent. 


In fact, policemen and 
women have not been trained, 
in recent years, to use neck 
holds, but those skilled in mar- 
tial arts or those who have 
served in the military have been 
known to use them. The Lapite 
inquest jury heard that PC Paul 
Wright who had held Lapite in 
the neck lock, had previously 
served in the Array. According 
to one senior officer, others 
have used them “instinctively” 
when in violent struggles. 

Following Mr Lapite’s death, 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers issued new guidance to 


all forces, warning of the dan- 
gers of neck and strangleholds 
and stressing that they should 
only be used in exceptional cir- 
cumstances and officers would 
have to justify that it was a “rea- 
sonable" use of force. 

But there remain concerns 
about the lack of thorough 
training and instruction in the 
use of control and restraint 
generally. In November, an in- 
quest jury again returned a ver- 
dict of “unlawful killing" against 
the Metropolitan Police in the 
case of Richard O’Brien, who 
died after a struggle with police. 


Shiji Lapite had plenty of cause 
to celebrate on 15 December 
1994, writes Jojo Mayes. Tne 
Nigerian felhcr-of-twowho had 
lived in Britain uneventfully 
for three years had that day 
been given leave to stay, pend- 
ing consideration of his claim for 
asylum. 

He was last seen shortly be- 
fore midnight after popping in 
to his favourite restaurant in 
north-east London, where he 
bought drinks for his friends. 

Ten minutes later, according 
to police reports, Lapite had be- 
come “the most violent roan I 
have ever come across"; a roan 
whose extreme strength and 
aggressiveness, they said, sug- 
gested the use of crack co- 
caine. He had also grown three 
inches, to 6 ft 1 , instead of the 
5ft 10 recorded by a Home Of- 
fice pathologist 

“The police tried to paint a 
picture of him as a violent 
drug-crazed drunk who was 
out of control and that was a tac- 
tic which really backfired on 
them,” said Ken Fero, a fami- 
ly friend yesterday. 

“They used that when they 
described Joy Gardner. They 
were even using the same 
words: The most violent woman 
I’ve ever come across’." 

His friends and family say he 
was a “deeply religious" man. 
They are at a loss to explain the 
41g of crack cocaine which was 
apparently placed by a tree by 
Lapite shortly before his arrest 

“He didn’t take drugs ” says 
Nigel Lewis, with whom Lapite 
had been staying shortly before 
his death. 

Lapite sustained 45 injuries 
during his arrest One witness 
described how he had heard 
“terrible screams, like someone 
was being hurt", before he saw 
Lapite being carried into a po- 
lice van. 

According to the arresting of- 
ficers, from Stoke Newington 
police station. Lapite, had “pre- 
tended to be unconscious". 
When the officers realised that 
Lapile's condition had deteri- 
orated, he was taken to nearby 
Homerton Hospital where he 
was pronounced dead. 

"Wfe still fed there’s a lot more 
that needs to be revealed about 
what happened and what’s hap- 
pening in Stoke Newington in 
general," said Mr Fero. 


Government sell-off left 

taxpayers a £280m bill 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

In one of the most bizarre Gov- 
ernment sell-offs, the buildings 
management arm of the Prop- 
erly Services Agency was sold 
for £lU.4ra. but the taxpayer was 
left holding a bill for i' 2 S 0 m in 
redundancy costs. 

A study by the National Au- 
dit Office, the public finance 
watchdog, issued today, lays 
hare the details of the scheme. 
In 1993. the five regional 
branches that comprised the 
PSA’s building management di- 
vision were bought by four sep- 
arate businesses. 

Total net proceeds were 


£10.4ra, although the buyers of 
three of the five - North-East, 
South-East and South-West - 
were allowed to delay payment 
for up to five years, while the 
purchaser of BM Manchester 
was in effect paid £1 15m to take 
it off Government hands. 

To pave the way for the sale, 
the total workforce was re- 
duced from 15.000 in April 
1990 to 6.700 in September 
1993. Job cuts before the sale 
cost jEL35Jm. The Government 

also agreed to pick up the bill 
for redundancies after the sale, 
costing £146.4ro, making a 
grand total of £28L7m. 

As part of the deal. PSA fur- 
ther guaranteed redundancy 


payments if the new owners 
went bust within five years of the 
sale and staff who moved 
across, lost their jobs.' This could 
lead to a bill for an extra £51m 
for the public purse. 

The DoE was unable to give 
clear figures on the cost of 
closing the division, rather than 
selling it off. The NAO said it 
was unable to conclude whether 
it made more economic sense 
to shut the five branches down. 

Despite raising just £ lW.4m 
for the taxpayer, the privatisa- 
tion cost £I4m, the bulk of 
which went to City accoun- 
tants. Coopers & Lybrand, 
KPMG Peal Marwick and Ernst 
and Young. 


Jobless gardener walks 
160 miles to interview 


IAN MacWNNON 

A jobless gardener who walked 
16U miles for an interview be- 
cause his JobCentre would not 
pay the coach fare will have to 
wait a further two weeks to hear 
if his marathon trek has paid off. 

Chris Owen, 26, yesterday 
emerged from his interview at 
a recruitment agency still bitter 
that he had been forced into the 
five-day march to try to land the 
six-month contract. 

Government policy dictates 

that his JobCentre was unable 
to to pay the £18.50 return fere 
under the Travel to Interview 
Scheme because the job work- 
ing as a gardener abroad was for 
less than a vear. 


Mr Owen, concerned tbatme- 
dia attention would deter his po- 
tential employer, refused to 
disclose the name of the com- 
pany that is recruiting garden- 
ers to work in Italy. Greece, 
Corsica, Sardinia and Italy. 

Last night he and his friend 
Richard Morgan. 31. who had 
accompanied him, were making 
their way back to Cwmbran, 
Gwent courtesy of British Rail. 

Eric Forth, the Employment 
minister, said: “If someone 
wants to dramatise his position 
by doing [that], that is entirely 
a matter for him." Labour’s em- 
ployment spokesman, Michael 
Meacher, said it was “absolutely 
absurd" that the JobCentre 
had refused ro pay the fare. 


Tory candidate 
backed Karadzic 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Labour yesterday demanded 
that the Prime Minister repu- 
diate John Kennedy, a Tory par- 
liamentary candidate who has 
defended a Bosnian Serb leader 
accused of war crimes. 

Mr Kennedy, originally John 
Gvozdencivic, has spoken on 
television seeking to explain the 
actions of Radovan Karadzic, 
the Bosnian Serb leader want- 
ed by the United Nations war 
crimes tribunal on charges 
of genocide for “ethnic 
cleansing". 

More recently. Mr Kennetfy, 
without naming Mr Karadzic,, 
said that anyone against whom 


there is evidence must answer 
charges. 

Cal urn Macdonald, a Labour 
MP interested in Bosnia, said: 
“Karadzic has the blood of 
■thousands of innocent Chilians 
on his hands. It is an absolute 
disgrace that an apologist for an 
indicted war criminal should be 
selected as a Tory candidate. I 
shall be writing to the Prime 
Minister today calling upon 
him to dissociate himself from 
the views of Mr Kennedy." 

Mr Kennedy, who has denied 
being an apologist for Mr 
Karadzic, was selected eight 
weeks ago as the Conservative 
candidate for Halesowen and 
Rowley Regis, a new marginal 
seat in the West Midlands. 


Calais begins with sea.. 

RELAX anti fust cruise across from Dover to Calais - 
the shortest seo route io France. 

Large, luxurious car ferries with shops, restaurants 
anti entertainment on board, plus hovercraft, 
provide rapid, comfortable crossings with a departure 
every thirty minutes. Fast on and off loading 
on both sides of the Channel helps to speed your 
journey. Instant motorway access from 
Calais port provides an open door to the entire 
European motorway network. 
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For a shopping day, 
a relaxing stay or for immediate 
access to motorway... 

Calais 

...a short cruise away. 

DOVER/CALAIS 
OVER 140 CROSSINGS DAILY 
BY PBtO EUROPEAN FERRIES, STENA LINE, 
SEAFRANCE & HOVERSPEED. 
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Yorkshire water 
faces drought rap 

nroudii-fc" Yoitehirc Wto 
£*5 two months last summer 
35 ™ wfci* >'< railed topten 
JSkv measurer white Hm 
region's 

arc w. it was revealed. _ 
v This is the judgement of 
Government inspector Stuart 
J^whoheWapuhtemqooy 
into the company s appliraliun 
M emergency W on 
dcr last November. Jf granted 
U would have allowed ^orishne 
Water to cut off more than half 
a million people for 24 houisin 

gtcrv 48. , 

The inquirv report, jusl pub- 

(isilffd after being sciuo to 

Secreiarv of State for the En- 
WronmenL John Guinmcnsjys 
through September and Odo- 
her it acted as if it was dealing 
with a minor drought In the end 
sene winter rainfall led to 

Yorfohirc Water withdrawing ft» 

application. Mr Nixon recom- 
mended the emergency order 
should have been granted, with 
strict conditions. 

Gascoigne charged 

An Kalian judge ordered Eng- 
lish soccer international Paul 
Gascoigne to stand trial on a 
charge of assaulting a photog- 
rapher durinc a scuffle in Rome 
in Januarv“J994. where he 

plaved for Lazio, judicial 
sources said. The trial will take 
place next October. 

NIPS’ pay claim 

Over 1 00 staff of the House of 
Commons earn more than an 
MP's salarv. it was revealed. 
There are 50 clerks. 19 librari- 
ans and 19 editors of Hansard, 
the official report of the 
House's proceedings, who earn 
more than the basic £33.189 
salary for MPS. a parliamentary 
answer confirmed. 

Suicide blood link 

Dutch scientists have explained 
a link between low cholesterol 
levels and the high risk of vio- 
lent death and suicide, says a re- 
port in the British Medical 
Journal. Blood samples from 
more than 30.000 men showed 
those with low cholesterol lev- 
els also had low levels of sero- 
tonin. known to occur in 
depressed and suicidal people. 

Strike peace offer 

A peace formula is to be pul to 
a postal ballot of sacked Liv er- 
pool dockers in an attempt to 
end a four month conflict which 
has cost the Mersey docks com- 
pany £4m. The 329 port work- 
ers. who were dismissed for 
refusing to cross picket lines, 
have been offered compensa- 
tion of up to £25,000. 

Dead baby case 

The fate of a British woman 
charged with murdering her 
new born baby was set to de- 
cided late yesterday in a New 
York court.’ Caroline Beale. 30. 
from Leytonstone. east London, 
was arrested 16 months ago at 
the city’s Kennedy airport car- 
rying the dead baby girl under 
her coat Prosecutors say despite 
her “delicate mental condi- 
tion" she will face trial unless 
she agrees a plea bargain. 

Lord Eliot - Apology 

On 22 December 1995 The 
fndependent carried an erro- 
neous report of the arrest of 
Lord Jago Eliot for possession 
of cannabis plants at his Cornish 
home. We wrongly stated that 
£30,000-worth of cannabis, 
including cannabis chocolates 
had been found there, when this 
bad in fact been seized in 
unconnected raids in the area 
on the same day. We apologise 
unreservedly to Lord Jago Eliot 
for our error and for any distress 
or embarrassment caused. 
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Law Society hit by 
fresh split over fees 


The Law Society was damaged 
by further splits yesterday over 
plans to hike conveyancing fees, 
and tabloid coverage of the 
personal life of the president, 
Martin Mears, writes Stephen 
Ward. 

Mr Mears’ pledge to stamp 
out cut-price conveyancing and 
boost solicitors’ incomes was 
one of bis key promises when 
he was voted in last year in the 
first contested election for 40 
years. But yesterday die Law So- 
ciety was given counsel’s opin- 


ion that almost all the wa 
Meats and bis deputy. P 
Sayers, planned to fry to ii 
minimum fees would b 
lawful price-fixing. 

Their only remaining 
bility is a scheme to refu 
surance cover to solicitor 
charge low fees, but the] 
ceded at a meeting of ft 
ciety's ruling council tfta 
would have to. delay whili 
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Ernie cuts back on Premium Bond winners 


NIC C1CUTTI and 
REBECCA FOWLER 

Ernie, the computer genius 
whose whmings have sent fris- 
sons through generations of 
Premium Bond holders, has 
suddenly turned mean. 

. His masters at National Sav- 
ings. who have been paving 
out an average of 390.U00 prizes 
a month, announced yesterday 
that they will be cutting that 
number down to 350,000. 

-Although the £lm jackpot 


and other prizes down to £500 
will remain and in some cases 
be boosted, reflecting the Na- 
tional Lottery's big-money ap- 
peal among the public,* the 
chances of winning £100 or £50 
will drop significantly. 

National Savings said yes- 
terday that its decision to cut the 
number of small prizes was 
prompted by the need to bring 
down the amount paid out each 
month. From May onwards 
payouts will decline from 5.2 per 
cent to 4.75 percent of all Bonds 


in each monthly draw. A 
spokeswoman said: “We found 
that although people still want- 
ed to be in with a chance to win 
big prizes each month, they 
were less worried about the £50 
or £10U ones. I suppose attitudes 
towards big wins are similar to 
the National Lotteiy, except 
that in our case the top prize is 
still far smaller." 

For those who like to calcu- 
late the odds on every bet, the 
chances of winning a Premium 
Bond prize will soon be 17,200 


to 1 compared with better than 
15.000 to 1 at present. The 
chances of winning the £lm 
jackpot remain at 58 million to 
one. compared to odds of 14 
million to one against scooping 
the National Lottery. However, 
that has not put off punters. 
Queues for tickets for this 
week’s rollover jackpot, ex- 
pected more than £40m, are 
breaking all records. 

But the lottery is no longer 
the frenzied conversation "on 
every lip in the nation, since the 


last double rollover earlier this 
month, when three winners 
shared £415 m. Despite the lack 
of mania surrounded the latest 
double rollover, ticket sales are 
still expected to exceed all pre- 
vious records. They are already 
up by 150 per cent on normal 
sales. 

Almost every adult in Britain 
is expected to have a flutter this 
weekend, but Leslie Reid, 
emeritus professor of psychol- 
ogy at Exeter University who 
has studied the effects of the lot- 


tery, said the apparent decline 
in enthusiasm for talking about 
the lottery was typical. 

-r What the lottery depends on 
is that while not everyone gets 
a reward, there is a vicarious 
sense if people you know have 
won. This is why the lottery peo- 
ple are so keen to display win- 
ners. They are also anxious to 
tell you it’s great fun, but there 
isn't really any great sense that 
people are having fun at all.” 

The lack of faith that people 
have in their chances of winning 


is supported by the number of 
unclaimed prizes. More than 
£20m is unclaimed, and a fur- 
ther £26.2w has already been 
added to the good causes fund 
from prizes that were not 
claimed with the 180-days time 
JimiL Six players have failed to 
claim prizes ranging from 
£94,000 to £146.000. 

One winner who bought his 
winning ticket in Oldham, 
Greater Manchester, last sum- 
mer has only another two weeks 
to cash in his £94,239 ticket 


Turkey embraces 
English girl-bride 


HUGH POPE 
Kah raman maras 
and STEVE BOGGAN 

A groundsweli of popular in- 
dignation swept Turkey yester- 
day over attempts by the High 
Court in Britain to* bring the 
13-vear-old bride. Sarah Cook, 
home. 

The schoolgirl from Brain- 
tree, Essex, is fast becoming a 
religious and cultural cause 
cetebre in her adoptive country 
as anger grows over the con- 
tinued imprisonment of her 
Turkish husband on statutoiy 
Tape charges. 

Hopes that Sarah would re- 
turn to England “forthwith”, as 
Sir Stephen Brown, President of 
the Family Division of the High 
Court, ordered on Wednesday, 
appeared to be in vain when her 
husband, Musa Komeagac, 18. 
was remanded in custody until 
15 February. 

He is being held on statuto- 
ry rape and abduction charges 
in Kahramanmaras. south-east- 
ern Tlirkey. which Sarah has 
made her home since marrying 
him two weeks ago. 

Opinion in the town and in 
the country’s media is undivid- 
ed: the couple should be left 
alone. Outside the court yes- 
terday a man shouted to ap- 
plause: “You meddling English. 
We will make you accept that 
Sarah is ours. Fot us. marrying 
at this age is absolutely normal.” 

The provincial governor, 



Aslan Yildirim, said- “As much 
as the British courts say they are 
looking after Sarah’s interests, we 
will look after them here. They 
are not officially married, but it 
is considered a mar riage ac- 
cording to our customs.” 

Mr Yildirim was backed by 
the town mayor. Ali Sezal vowed 
that be would himself legally 
marry Sarah and Musa when she 
turns 14 on 2 September, and 
would give a job to Musa, who 
is unemployed. 

The chief prosecutor said he 
would make a decision about an 
application by lawyers to indude 
Sarah’s mother. Jackie, in the 
suit along with Musa. Ali. 
Musa’s father, and a man who 
performed the illegal wedding 
ceremony are named in the in- 
dictment. Normally, girls under 


15 cannot many in TUrkey. The 
Turkish press has united behind 
the couple. Fe minis t commen- 
tators have praised her defiant 
statements of love, while Is- 
lamist newsheets have trum- 
peted tbat the case shows the 
superiority of Islamic Sharia law. 

The order making Sarah a 
ward of court is not binding in 
Tirkev and, according to tbe 
Lord Chancellor's department, 
there are no legal moves de- 
signed to persuade the Hirkish 
courts to comply with iL 

Nor is the apparent failure by 
Sarah’s mother to bring her 
daughter home likely to trouble 
the High Court “The judge 
used the word ‘forthwith’, and 
that doesn't realty have a defi- 
nition,” said one source. “He 
didn’t specify a date.” 



Reunion kiss: Thirteen-year-old Sarah Cook is reunited with her mother Jackie in Turkey, and (above left) on her 
wedding day flanked by her Turkish in-laws and 18-year-old husband Musa Komeagac Photograph: Rex Features 


‘If she goes, Musa’s youth will be snuffed out’ 


The wedding henna still stained 
the palms and fingernails of 13- 
year-old Sarah Cook as she 
reached out to bold the band of 
her mother, Jackie. Her head 
nuzzled into the neck of her new 
Turkish “mother-in-law”, to 
whom she gave a loving kiss. 

The three sat side-by-side 
on a bed in a typically TUrkish 
family sce ne in the eastern town 
of Kahramanmaras. But all 
were exhausted by a second 
sleepless night, caught up in the 
storm caused by Sarah’s un- 
derage “marriage” to her holi- 
day sweetheart, 18-year-old 
Musa Komeagac. 

It was after 2am, and a Turk- 
ish friend had brought me to the 
unpainted three-storey con- 
crete building where they are 
staying in this busy market 
town. Jackie Cook had just 


Hugh Pope went to meet Jackie Cook and her daughter’s new ‘family’ in Kahramanmaras 


flown in from London. Newly 
pressed into her handbag was 
a writ, in intimidating legal lan- 
guage, apparently ordering her 
to bring her daughter back, 
within two weeks, or else. 

1 was there to translate for 
them from Turkish, but it soon 
struck me tbat the Cook fami- 
ly were in need of much more 
help than that 

They listened with little com- 
ment to the views of a local 
lawyer, retained by the Komea- 
gac family, Selim Sunnen. Over 
and over again Mr Sunnen 
pushed the same message as he 
has given in public, his view - 
possibly inaccurate - that if 
Sarah returns to Britain, then 
Musa, who was remanded in 


custody on charges of underage 
sex earlier this week, will spend 
the next six years in jaiL 

"If she goes, then Musa's 
youth will be snuffed out. She 
must stay here for tbe eight 
months until she turns 14. Then 
we can get the judge's permis- 
sion for her to mariy, Musa will 
get out of jail and everybody will 
live happity ever after,” Mr 
Sunnen said in an interview 
afterwards. 

Tbe terrible dilemma of their 
situation could be read on the 
tired feces of Mrs Cook and her 
daughter, who appear not to 
have known tbat the “mar- 
riage" two weeks ago was ille- 
gal in Turkey. British officials 
have warned them not to speak 


pubHdy about their case, but be- 
hind their formal “no com- 
ments” it seemed dear they had 
little idea what was best to do 
and they had nobody to give 
them impartial advice. Repre- 
sentatives of the Sun, who had 
hitherto assumed the role of 
guards and guides, were sud- 
denly absent. 

Their problem is likely to 
grow worse as tbe officials and 
people of Kahramanmaras 
adopt Sarah’s love for, and 
“marriage” to, Musa as a cam- 
paigning cause. 

Sarah’s “in-laws" listened 
supportivety as the debate 
moved backwards and forwards. 
They and a group of young rel- 
atives occasionally offered 


Sarah chunks of bread, cheese 
and olives from tbe femity’s pre- 
dawn meal. It is Ramadan, the 
Muslim holy month of fasting 
between sunrise and sunset. 

Her “father-in-law”, Ali, is a 
slight man with kind, quick 
eyes who has done well out of 
15 years as the caretaker of a 
downtown Kahramanmaras 
apartment block, earning 
enough to buy a flat or two, a 
shop and a car. Her “mother- 
in-law”, Esma. has a gentle, 
smiling face and often showed 
her affection by hugging and 
stroking her new “daughter-in- 
law”, who responded with pup- 
py-like charm. 

The “in-laws” showed as 
much concern for what might 


happen to Sarah’s parents in 
Bntaio as what might happen to 
their son, but they spoke bare- 
ly three words of English be- 
tween them. Sarah’s Turkish is 
still elementary. 

Sarah, her pale face puffed up 
with lack of sleep, was by turns 
attentive and humorous in a 
schoolgirlish way, then unable 
to remember the name of the 
British Embassy official who 
had come to discuss her legal 
position, let alone the sub- 
stance of what she was told. 

After two horns, there 
seemed to be no way forward 
and no way back for the Cooks. 
The mother's face was dark and 
lined after her long flight, the 
legal sanctions and the verbal at- 


tacks from neighbours. Abusive 
callers had even reached Sarah 
in Kahr amanm aras. 

Conversation continued fit- 
fully into the night Finally, a 
message was produced from 
Musa in jail, that spoke of his 
love for Sarah, how everyone 
should think other first but that 
”he did not know what he 
would do” if Sarah decided to 
obey the court and leave. 

Sarah fled the room in tears, 
apparently believing that this 
meant Musa would loll himself. 
The room fell quiet A canary 
warbled in a cage hanging from 
the stove pipe, and from the 
cold earth tracks outside came 
tbe booming beat of the Ra- 
madan drummers, waking up 
tbe townspeople for a new day 
of fasting and avid debate about 
their adopted “bride”. 


Aids vaccine hope as HIY children ‘tolerate’ infection 


UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Almost three per cent of babies 
born HIV-positive will subse- 
quently “dear” or “tolerate” tbe 
virus in later childhood and may 
be declared virus free, accord- 
ing to a study which will help 
vaccine development aga in s t 
Aids. 

The study follows several re- 
ports from around the world of 
children bom to HIV-positive 
mothers, who were found to be 


infected at birth, but who then 
appeared to rid their bodies of 
the virus in chfldhood. 

Nine children out of 264 in 
the on-going European Col- 
laborative Study of mothers 
and children, tested positive at 
or around birth and then neg- 
ative for HIV at a later date. 
There was no HIV in the blood 
of seven of the children and they 
remained healthy. 

TWo other children tested 
antibody negative but the virus 
could still be detected in then- 


blood using more sophisticated 
tests. However, they too re- 
mained weO and doctors believe 
their immune systems could 
have “contained” tbe virus, and 
developed a tolerance to it so 
they no longer produced anti- 
bodies. 

Writing in tomorrow’s issue 
of The Lancet, Dr Marie-Louise 
Newall and her team from the 
Institute of Child Health in 
London, say: “If we could un- 
derstand how virus-positive chil- 
dren subsequently become 


uninfected, we might gain in- 
sight into the mechanism of 
virus clearance. These mecha- 
nisms may have implications for 
vaccine development ... it is im- 
portant to continue the clinical 
and virological monitoring of 
these children. Current paedi- 
atric opinion is to inform par- 
ents of these children that then- 
child is not infected with HTV.” 

The British Medical Journal 
also reports that British doctors 
have further strong evidence for 
HIV as a cause of Aids, refut- 


ing claims by a handful of sci- 
entists that it is a harmless pas- 
senger virus in the human body. 

They found that a group of 
HIV-infected haemophiliac 
men developed Aids-related 
illnesses and extensive dam- 
age to their ftnmime systems 
while HIVnegative haemophil- 
iacs did not. 

The findings reject the view 
of some scientists, lead by Dr 
Peter Duesberg, an eminent 
American researcher, who ar- 
gue that factors other than 


HTV, such as long-term illegal 
drug use or promiscuity, are re- 
sponsible for Aids. 

Dr Dues berg's explanation 
for the high incidence of Aids 
among haemophiliacs, which 
received worldwide attention af- 
ter extensive publicity in the 
Sunday Tunes, is not that they 
received blood products cont- 
aminated with HTV. but that fac- 
tor S, the essential clotting 
agent needed by these patients, 
is itself a cause of the disease. 

But a team from the Royal 


Free Hospital in north-west 
London which studied 17 HIV- 
positive and 17-HTV negative 
male haemophiliacs, who had all 
received similar, large quanti- 
ties of factor 8 over time, found 
that the infected group suf- 
fered from Aids-related ill- 
nesses, such as pneumonia, 
thrush infections, cy- 
tomegalovirus, while the unin- 
fected group failed to develop 
any of these. The HIV-positive 
group also had substantially 
lower white blood cell counts. 


The five other big unclaimed 
prizes are: £146^45 - the tick- 
et was bought in the Torquay 
area for the 30 September draw, 
last date for claim is 20 March; 
£109,892 - ticket bought in the 
Liverpool area for 16 Decem- 
ber, claim deadline is 5 June; 
£10232 - ticket bought in the 
Cardiff area for 23 September 
draw, ticket must be redeemed 
by 13 March; and £104,746 - 
two tickets bought for the 6 Jan- 
uary double rollover draw, 
deadline runs out on 27 June. 

Briton to 
create 
Holocaust 
memorial 

REBECCA FOWLER 

Rachel Whiteread, the contro- 
versial British sculptor, has 
been chosen to create a memo- 
rial to Austria’s 65,000 Holo- 
caust victims. Her design, an 
enormous cement library, will 
be the first monument erected 
in the centre of Vienna in mem- 
ory of those who died. 

Ms Whiteread’s sculpture 
will consist of a giant cast of a 
real library room measuring 
4 metres by 7 by 10. Tbe work, 
which will be paid for by the Gty 
of Vienna, will be erected in 
Judenplatz, the heart of the old 
Jewish quarter and the home of 
many famili es who did not 
escape the Holocaust 

In Austria alone 65 syna- 
gogues were torched and end- 
less homes and shops owned 
by Jews were destroyed on 
the Reichkristallnacht, the night 
the Nazis ushered in their vio- 
lent persecution of tbe Jews. 
The monument wiD be unveiled 
on the armivexsaiy of that night 
in November. 

Ms Whiteread, an enfant ter- 
rible of the British art world 
most famous for her provoca- 
tive life-size sculpture of a 
house which won the Timer 
prize, was chosen from 10 artists 
invited to submit a proposal in 
a dosed competition. 

Hans Holbein, an Austrian 
architect who headed the juiy 
which selected the design, said: 
“It symbolises that Judaism has 
survived through thousands of 
years of persecution, especial- 
ly through books and writing.” 

The Jewish community has 
welcomed the £600,000 sculp- 
ture, which maity say is symbolic 
of a change in attitude in Aus- 
tria. “This is the city that was the 
capital of anti-semitism, and it 
has taken a long time to come 
to terms with it,” said George 
Clare, a writer and an Austrian- 
born Jew. 

"There is a shift and Austri- 
ans’ attitudes have definitely 
changed. There is hope new, be- 
cause people have changed. If 
she is a good artist and she does 
something sensible, I fully 
support this." 

According to art experts in 
Britain, Ms Whiteread, who is 
not Jewish, is an ideal choice for 
the honour. 

Simon Wilson, curator at the 
Tate Gallery in London said: 
“She is a deeply admired artist 
who uses these everyday objects, 
but makes them vety redolent 
of human life. She is an utter- 
ly brilliant choice for a Holo- 
caust memorial in that a lot of 
her work is about death." 

The monument will be the 
first in the city that is dedicat- 
ed specifically to the Austrian 
Jews killed in the Holocaust 

The international competi- 
tion to find an artist was set up 
by Simon WiesenthaL 87, who 
has dedicated bis life to expos- 
ing war crimes. He was joined 
on the jury tty prominent Jews 
including Lord Weidenfeld, 
Robert Store, curator of the Mu- 
seum of Modem Art in New 
York, and Amnon Barrel of the 
Jewish Museum, Berlin. 


. ** r- 

r ’■ 3*- 

. •. I - !** 


i - 

* "■ ’. 







Available from Dixons, Carphone Warehouse, The Link, Tandy, Currys, Comet John Lewis Partnership, Granada, Radio Rentals, Tempo, Norweb, Hutchison Telecom Retail, Escom and other leading high street and independent stockist* natirmuiwa 

Cali 0800 80 10 80 for full details. nonwia- 







THELVDEPENDE5 


r p,ruV ->CMXrAR Y i** 


news 


Primary school tests: Shephard accepts results ‘not good enough^as^bour attacks 

Targets for the three Rs 
defeat most 11-year-olds 


disaster' for 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

More than half of 11 -year-olds 
failed to reach Government 
targets in the first national tests 
for the age group, results pub - 
fished yesterday show. 

The figures throw doubt on 
school standards for 7- io 1 1 - 
year-olds. Gillian Shephard, 
the Secretary of State for Edu- 
cation, said: “It is not good 
enough." 

Labour used the results to 
regain some of the ground lost 
on education over Harriet Har- 
man's decision to send her son 
to a selective school. Tony Blair, 
the Labour leader, said the re- 
sults were “an absolute disaster 
for the future of this country 
which showed the necessity for 
a change of education policy. 

He dashed with the Prime 
Minister in the Commons, 
where he blamed the results on 


17 years of Tory rule. John Ma- 
jor accepted the results were dis- 
appointing but pointed out that 
Mr Blair had voted against the 
introduction of national tests for 
7 -, 11- and 14-year-olds. 

-If it is the Conservative 
Government that has failed, 
perhaps you can explain why 
some of your friends remove 
their children from Labour 

education authorities and have 

them educated under Conser- 
vative ones," he said. 

Mrs Shephard blamed the 
overloaded curriculum and 
pointed out that it will be 
slimmed down to concentrate 
on literacy and numeracy from 
September. Standards would 
improve, she suggested, as 
schools gpt used to the tests. 

Teachers said next year's 
results would be better because 
schools would spend hours 
coaching their pupils and 
revising. Today’s 11-year-olds 


are not used to formal tests. The 
results for the 600,000 1 1-year- 
olds showed that 52 per cent 
failed to reach the expected 
standard in English and 56 pet 
cent failed to do so in maths. In 
science 70 per cent reached the 
required standard. 

National tests were taken 
last spring and summer by two 
million seven, 11 and 14-year- 

olds. Results for seven-year-olds 

were better with more than 
three-quarters reaching or ex- 
ceeding expected standards in 
English, maths and science. 
Just over half 14-year-olds 
reached or exceeded expected 
standards in the three areas. 

Mrs Shephard said: “These 
tests and the fact 90 per cent of 
our 7-, 11- and 14-year-olds took 
the tests for the first time are a 
very important part of our stan- 
dards strategy in schools." 

Professor Michael Barber, 
dean of London University's In- 


stitute of Education, said: “We 
do have reason to be very wor- 
ried about standards of litera- 
cy and n ume racy. This isn’t 
teacher-bashing. As a society we 
expect too little of children at 
the age of 11. International 
comparisons bear this out.” 

Anne Barnes, general secre- 
tary of the National Association 

for toe Teaching of English, said: 
“Teachers will be very depressed 

by both Mr Blair ana Mrs Shep- 
hard. You will get big im- 
provements next year because 

of a very narrow focus on teach- 
ing to the test It will not raise 
standards. It is a disaster for 
education." 

Peter Smith, general secretary 
of the Association of "Ibachers 
and Lecturers, said: “The Gov- 
ernment must accept that over- 
crowded primary classes, lack of 
resources and a nine-subject 
curriculum are taking their toll 
on these children.'’ 
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CLARE GARNER 

Most pupils at Priory Middle 
School passed last summers 
tests for 11 -year-olds with Dy- 
ing colours. In their book, it was 
the politicians who failed. 

One by one, they reiterated 
the concerns of Roger Pep- 
worth, head teacher at the 530- 
strong mixed comprehensive 
in Dunstable, Bedfordshire. 
Everyone agreed that the tests 
were “crude", “clumsy’’, and “a 
mere snapshot" - inaccurate at 
that - of children's ability. 

‘Tm strapped for cash. I'm 
strapped for staff, and I’ve got 
buckets in the corridors because 
the roof is leaking. The money 
spent on SATs is a dire misuse 
of cash. I could use the money 
a lot better on teachers, re- 
sources, and buildi n g s ." said Mr 
Pepworto yesterday. 

-They are crude, they are in- 
accurate, they are limited in 
what they assess. They’ve got 
more to do with politicians 
than toe children’s needs. I 
think they are a distraction 
from the planned and progres- 
sive learning process." 

Despite the school'spolky of 
playing down the significance of 
toe tests, all the children com- 
plained that they felt under 
undue pressure to perform welL 
Helen Ashton, 11, said: “I 
found that when I revised I got 
more and more nervous because 
1 knew toe results go on to your 
upper schooL They say they re- 
flect your ability, but that’s not 
true. You might have been hav- 
ing a bad day because you are 


Politicians are not 
popular among 
staff and pupils at 
Priory School 

under a lot of stress. They 
make you feel uptight. 

Indeed, many pupils feel the 
tests are unfair and that it 
would make more sense for 
their teachers to set and mark 
them. Helen Ashton added: 

■ Teachers in our school might 
not have taught what teachers 
in other schools have taught. 
They should test us on what we 
have been taught-" 

Helen was just one of many 
pupils to complain that her 
marks did not reflect important 
qualities such as attitude, effort, 
values, character and social 
sktils.Furthermore, both teach- 
ers and pupils -mistrust the 
results. 

“The quality of marking for 
toe English tests was just lam- 
entable. The children could 
have marked the tests with 
more accuracy." said Mr Pep- 
worth, who complained to 
Gillian Shephard that his pupils' 
scores were not too low, but too 
high. Spellings like “gragcrUy" , 
“satiefied”, “centurey". and 
“ucording” were marked down 
as correct. When re-marked, 
only 18 of the 132 papers had 
no alteration to the final mark. 

It makes 12-year-old Mark 
Crane angry with the Govern- 
ment. “They give us them to do 
and then they don’t mark them 
right." 
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Arts ‘cannot 
survive a year 
of further cuts’ 
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JOHN McWE 

Leading Arts Council executives 
yesterday warned of “major 
and painful" closures of artis- 
tic venues if there are further 
cuts in government funding for 
toe arts. 

The warning came as toe 
Arts Council of England an- 
nounced its allocation of grants 
for 1996-97. Many theatres, 
galleries, orchestras and dance 
companies had feared toe worst 
last November when the Gov-, 
eminent announced a cut of 
£5m in the Arts Council's an- 
nual budget of £191m. 

However, yesterday its chair- 
man, Lord Gowrie, said that a 
re-apportionment of the Arts 
Council’s and Regional Arts 
Boards’ overhead costs of 
£43m for dealing with appli- 
cations for National Lottery 
funding, and a further £Im 
from Arts Council contingency 
funds, had been released to off- 
set the cut in funding. 

But he warned that this could 
not be repeated and that clo- 
sures were inevitable if toe 
Government’s threat to cut 
£3 Jim from the 1997-98 budget 
is followed through. 

Mary Allen, the Arts Coun- 
cil's chief executive, said: “The 
arts can’t survive a year of fur- 
ther cuts and there will be in- 
evitable closures if there are 
further cuts. If cuts are on a 
scale as predicted by the Gov- 
ernment those closures will be 
major and painful.” 

She added that the re-ap- 
portionment of funds this year 


was a one-off gesture: “All the 
rabbits have been pulled out of 
the hat” 

The Arts Council announced 
a standstill -- or freeze - cm fund- 
ing to most of the 170.orgam- 
sations and all 10 Regional 
Arts Boards it supports in Eng- 
land. 

This standstill is the same as 
the devolved systems of Arts 
Councfl funding operating in 
" Scotland and Whies. The Eng- 
lish standstill — for most com- 
panies the fourth in succe ssion 
- represents^ cut.ni real terms 
Of 2 to 3 per cent because of 
inflation. . 

The Arts Council also hand- 
ed .out - one-off grants of 
£100.000 to Dance House Net- 
woric^a new organisation aiding 
dance development in London, 
and £150,000 to the troubled 
Dpn mar Warehouse theatre in 
Govern Garden, central Lon- 
don, which was on the brink of 
financial ruin. 

■ The Museum of Modem Art ‘ 
in Oxford also received a grant 
of £29,000, while the English 1 
Tburing Opera was given 
£75,000 to avoid an expected 
cut of 50 per cent of its annual 
productions. 

Lord Gowrie also praised 
the National Lottery as “the 
bed thing that has happened to 
the arts in our lifetimes”. He : -. 
wetaKpedtoeammunamentl^ • 
Virginia Bottomley, Secretary of -, 
State for National Heritage; ;T; 
earlier this week that National V 
Lottery money would be made",- , 
available for funding new talent - r ; 
in sport and the arts. 
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Driving ambition: Paddy Ashdown meets police officers during his electioneering visit to Hemsworth yesterday 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 
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Ashdown shrugs off danger of Scargill 


JAMES CUSICK 

Paddy Ashdown yesterday 
branded Arthur Scargill and his 
new political party, which has its 
first outing in next Thursday’s 
Hemsworth by-election, as a 
“dangerous irrelevance”. 

The Liberal Democrat leader 
was the first of the main party 
leaders to visit the West York- 
shire constituency. The ultra- 
safe Labour seal traditionally 


leaves the Liberal Democrats 
and the Tories to scrap over sec- 
ond place. However, the equa- 
tion is complicated by the debut 
of Mr Scargill ’s So cialist Labour 
Party, whose candidate is Bren- 
da Nixon, a miner’s wife who es- 
tablished her credentials in the 
pit closure support groups. 

Although Mr Ashdown in- 
sisted the SLP was an irrele- 
vance, he nevertheless appeared 
partially to accept Mr Scargih’s 


view that Tony Blair’s New 
Labour may not enjoy the lev- 
els of support in Yorkshire that 
it has in the south of England. 

Mr Ashdown said Mr Blair's 
“southern voice" had “no reso- 
nance with the fears and wishes 
of people here'’, and he de- 
scribed the area as having been 
“neglected by the Tories and tak- 
en for granted by Labour”. 

Before Mrs Nixon entered 
the contest. Labour expected no 


dent in its 22,000 majority. At 
the last three elections, it has 
scored around 65 per cent. 
Publicly, Labour is saying that 
Mrs Nixon will lose her deposit, 
but a party source admitted that 
if the SLP cannot do well in 
Hemsworth - a former mining 
area south-east of Wakefield - 
it “cannot succeed anywhere”. 

Although the SIP’S consti- 
tution effectively shuns the sup- 
port of the hard left by insisting 


Blair steers a risky course 


T ony Blair yesterday pro- 
vided the Prime Minister 
with all the invitation 
necessary to twist the knife in 
Labour's wounds over educa- 
tion policy. 

Having on Wednesday res- 
cued his shadow Health Secre- 
tary. Harriet Harman, from the 
turmoil over sending her 11- 
year-old son (o a grammar 
school, education might have 
seemed a subject for the Labour 
leader to steer clear of at Ques- 
tion Time. 

But, as was said of Lord 
Cardigan at Balaclava, showing 
the qualities “more of a hero 
than a general”, he galloped in 
on the fa lest school test results. 

The results for 11-year olds 
in English and maths were “ap- 
palling" he said, going on to sug- 
gest a reduction in class sizes for 
five- to seven-year-olds, a reg- 
ister of national head teachers, 
the use of associate teachers in 
classrooms, and the reinstate- 
ment of the reading recovery 
programme. 

Mr Major accepted that 


those at 1 1 were “disappoint- 
ing". but said those at other age 
groups were better. Then came 
the political punches as he re- 
minded the House that Labour 
party had opposed the intro- 
duction of tests and Mr Blair 
personally voted against them. 

“Those lest results are very 
useful. They tell us where the 
shortcomings are so we may 

Inside 
Parliament 

I Stephen 
: Goodwin 


deal with them and we will look 
at a range of measures to deal 
with them I am glad Mr Blair 
acknowledges now - better late 
than never - that we were right 
to introduce them." 

To a barrage of jeers, the 
Labour leader said it was a 


“complacent reply". Nor was the 
problem merely with 11 -year- 
olds. he said. Tests for 14-year- 
olds showed “an appallinglevel 
of failure” in key subjects - and 
they were children bora and ed- 
ucated under a Toy government. 

Mr Major said it was not the 
Conservatives that were at fault. 
“Perhaps Mr Blair can explain 
wbv some of his friends remove 
their children from Labour ed- 
ucation authorities and have 
them educated under Conser- 
vative education authorities?” 

Mr Blair looked as if he had 
not intended to ask a third 
question, but with Tbry MPs 
baying for more, he rose again. 
“Now we see the reason they 
want to focus attention on one 
11-year child is to conceal the 
damage they have done to mil- 
lions of our children." 

more defensive tone was 
adopted by the Prime 
^Minister and Sir Patrick 
Mayfaew, the Northern Ireland 
Secretary, over their adoption 
of the Unionist plan for an elect- 


ed forum as the way out of the 
impasse in the peace process. 

With Nationalist fury still 
ringing in the chamber, Mr 
Major said he would like to sec 
the start of all-parly talks “as 
speedily as possible". The im- 
pediment was, as always, the un- 
willingness of “Sinn Fein-IRA’ 
to disarm. 

Earlier, SDLP member Sea- 
mus Mallon accused the Gov- 
ernment of “unilaterally and 
shamelessly” reneging on an 
agreement with the Irish gov- 
ernment to pursue all-party 
talks. Ministers had “sacrificed 
potential consensus" for Union- 
ist support in the Commons. 

Sir Patrick shook his head. 
AJl-party talks could still begin 
by the target date of the end of 
February provided a start was 
made to decommissioning, he 
said. 

But if that was not going to 
happen - as the Mitchell Com- 
mission admitted - it was the 
duty of governments to look to 
see whether there’s another 
way of creating confidence. 
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that members cannot belong to 
other political groups, both So- 
cialist Workers Party and Mil- 
itant activists have been helping 
it campaign. Their participation 
is confined to the delivery of 
leaflets, however, and they have 
been forbidden to discuss issues 
with voters or distribute their 
own literature. 

Mrs Nixon promised: “The 
result next Thursday will not be 
a disappointment." 


politics 

Divorced wives 
set for share of 
pension funds 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

Divorced women wffl be entitled 
to their own shares of their 
cx-husbands’ pensions under a 
radical change to the law rig- 
nailed last night by Lord Mack- 
ay, the Lord Chancellor. 

Lord Mackay pledged be 
would “consider sympatheti- 
cally" amendments to the Fam- 
ily Law Bill from Labour's 
Baroness Hollis to introduce 
so-called “pension splitting”. 

Following strong support 
from all rides during yesterday's 
Lords’ committee stage discus- 
sion, most peers believe amend- 
ments to implement the reform 
will be brought back at the re- 
port stage. 

The change would enable 
couples to split the capital rep- 
resented by the pension at the 
time they divorce instead of 
their financial affairs being 
“entangled for years". Baroness 
Hollis said. 

The signal from Lord Mack- 
ay represents a climbdown from 
earlier government resistance. 

Under a limited change 
forced on the Government by 
opposition peers and rebel 
Ibries during last year's Pen- 
sions Bill, a divorcee receiving 
a share of her former bus- 
band’s pension gets only an or- 
der for “deferred maintenance” 
payable while he is alive. That 


left ex-wives at risk of receiving 
nothing from a pension fund if 
their former husbands died be- 
fore retirement age. Where ex- 
husbands died later, former 
wives could be forced on to 
income support when in their 
seventies. 

Under the expected amend- 
ments. divorced spouses wffl be 
able to start their own new pen- 
sions or add to their entitle- 
ments with additional voluntary 
contributions, ending the un- 
certainty of waiting until their 
former spouses chose to retire. 

In the case of unfunded Civ- 
il Service pensions, the divorced 
spouses would have to build on 
their entitlement within the 
scheme to prevent a dramatic 
outflow of capital. 

Despite support from the 
National Association of Pension 
Funds, the Institute of Actuar- 
ies. the Law Society and the 
Mothers’ Union, the Govern- 
ment had opposed the change 
on financial grounds, insisting 
that there would be a £300m tax 
loss because each former 
spouse would claim a personal 
allowance. 

But parliamentary answers 
from the Treasury to Lady Hol- 
lis and the Labour MP Harry 
Cohen showed that in 2020 the 
tax loss would be £80m, and that 
would be offset by £70m worth 
of savings on income support 
and £10m in court costs. 


Lady Hollis told peers that 
the current system was a “gam- 
ble" that still left former wives 
“traded in for a younger mod- 
el” dependent on their hus- 
bands. “If he retires early she 
has less income. If he retires lat- 
er she has to wait longer for iL 
If he dies early she may get 
nothing and when eventually 
after retirement be does die, she 
will get nothing," she said. 

Baroness O'Cathain, a Toiy 
peer, backed Lady Hollis and 
said that splitting the pension at 
the time of divorce would re- 
duce the problem of keeping 
track of the pension beneficia- 
ry and his or her spouse for any- 
thing up to 35 years. 

The former Law Lord Lord 
Simon of Glaisdale, despite be- 
ing an ardent opponent of both 
divorce and (he current Bill, 
none the less said division of the 
pension at divorce would be a 
“simple act of justice”. 

Lord Mackay warned that the 
change could be viewed as an 
incentive to divorce because of 
separate taxation. But he told 
peers: “I certainly wish to con- 
sider sympathetically this scries 
of amendments with the provi- 
so that I consider there are a 
great number of very difficult 
questions associated with this 
which we have to consider and 
uy to resolve." 

Lady Hollis's amendments 
were withdrawn without a vote. 
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Alarm over genetic science ‘ 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

T?*e Government's green ad- 
visers voiced alarm yesterday 
fooirt the release of genetical- 
v engineered life forms into the 
environment. 

The five-strong panel, set up 
ffre years ago as a follow-up to 
the Rio de Janeiro Earth Sum- 
nut, called for much wider and 
more careful Government 


thinking on the rules allowing 
such releases of plants, animab 
and micnvorgaiusms and for 
better scrutiny of the results. 

"We are pitying not just with 
fire but with dynamite" said Sir 
Crispin Hckell, the former am- 
bassador to the United Na- 
tions, who chairs the panel. Its 
remit is to give the Prime Min- 
ister advice on achieving sus- 
tainable development. 

Britain, in partnership with 


other European Union coun- 
tries, must consider developing 
emergency procedures before 
any major commercial releases 

of genetically modified organ- 
isms (GMOs) take place, in case 
there arc unforeseen repercus- 
sions. 

In its second annual report, 
the panel makes the compari- 
son with CFCs, pesticides and 
thalidomide, new products 
which were thought to be safe 


and of great benefit, but found 
to cause severe damage after 
their release. “People simply 
haven’t understood the effects 
of their actions,” said Sir 
Crispin, the warden of an Ox- 
ford post-graduate college. 

Genetic engineering is seen 
as one of the next century’s 
biggest industries, bringing 
great advances in agriculture, 
medicine and other fields. 
Genes from fungi, bacteria and 


viruses can be stitched into the 
genetic material of other micro- 



anmials, riving them abilities 
foreign to their nature. The 
genes being transferred can 
even be designed and .created 
in laboratories. 

The technology is still main- 
ly at the experimental stage but 
there have already been hun- 
dreds of releases of altered 
plants and animals into the en- 


vironment, in Britain and oth- 
er countries. Giving a crop 
plant improved resistance to a 
particular weed killer is one 
common example, This weed 
killer can then be used allow- 
ing the farmer a higher yield.- 
But there are fears that the 
“foreign” genes could .spread 
into other mioo-digaiiEnns in 

♦be wild. U nlike highftrflnimak^ 

bacteria and viruses have the 
ability to swap genes between 


quite different species and they 
multiply then numbers very 
rapidly. Thereis the possibili- 
ty resistance to pesticides might 
, be nansferred to destructive 
pests and disease species. 

Current controls on releases 
depend on. espert committees 
covering medidne, agriculture 
and food giving advice to mm- 
isteis on whether particular ex- 
periments should go ahead, 
caseby case. Sir Crs^n said the 


snajogements were “messv 

badly coordinated". 

Central to its proposals. m. 
me! asks the Govemnwni to 
together industrialists. 


\ tUKCUiw* — — 

academics, doctors, 
tatjves of consumer and uwi 
ronmeatal groups, and inde- 
pendent experts, to consider a 
Wader control regime cover- 
ing both medicine and 
industrial/agricultural applica- 
tions. 


Vouchers for 
nursery ‘may 
be lottery’ 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

The Government's nursery 
voucher scheme could cum out 
to be a lottery in which children 
in some areas will have little 
chance of a place, a new report 
suggests. It also shows that par- 
ents will face uncertainty aver 
whether their children are re- 
ceiving a quality education or 
not. 

Research by the Audit Com- 
mission shows that in some 
areas there are only enough 
state nursery education places 
for a quarter of four-year-olds, 
while m others there are enough 
for 9 out of 10. 

The report, published today, 
also reveals that middle-class 
children who receive nursery ed- 
ucation can start school with a 
year's advantage over class- 
mates Grom deprived areas who 
do not. Nursery schools give 
children six months’ head start, 
while playgroups give them 
two. 

According to the authors of 
Counting to Five, provision of 
nursery education is very un- 
even across the country. The 
worst provided- for area is Here- 
ford and Worcester, where only 
26 per cent of four-year-olds are 
in state nursery schools or re- 
ception classes, and the best is 
Knowsley, Merseyside,which 
provides for 95 per cent. 

Although they suggest that 
private provision may be 
stronger in areas where the 
state sector is weak, the report 
says nursery education across 
the country is “uneven". Even 
where places are available they 
may not be taken up because of 
transport problems or because 
nursery schools finish hours 
before most parents finish work. 

The quality of different un- 
der-fives services in playgroups 
and nursery schools varied from 
excellent to very poor. The 
only reliable way of ensuring a 
good education was to check 
whether a qualified teacher 
was in charge of the group, the 
analysis found. 


Research carried out by New- 
castle University for the com- 
mission revealed that gping to 
nursery school could bring a dis- 
advantaged child up to the av- 
erage ability level or could put 
an advantaged child up to a year 
ahead 

Girls from middle-class fam- 
ilies who had been to nursery 
school had the biggest advan- 
tage, while boys from deprived 
areas whose first language was 
not English suffered the biggest 
disadvantage. 

Andrew Foster, controller 
of the Audit Commission, said 
councils must work with the pri- 
vate sector to counteract prob- 
lems. 

“Local authorities should 
take a positive approach to this 
important area. They should try 
to develop playgroups, private 
provision and their own provi- 
sion,'' he said 

Don Foster, the Liberal De- 
mocrats 1 education spokesman, 
said the report proved the in- 
adequacy of the Government's 
voucher scheme, which will be 
piloted in four areas from April 
this year and which will be ex- 
tended nationally by April 1997. 

“Vouchers will not give par- 
ents what they really want -high 
quality eariy-years education. 
Vouchers will not improve ac- 
cess and will not improve qual- 
ity. Gillian Shephard should 
take note of the Audit Com- 
mission’s overwhelming evi- 
dence and scrap the chaotic, 
confused voucher scheme," he 
said 

Margaret Lochrie, adminis- 
trator of the Pre-School Learn- 
ing Alliance, which runs the 
playgroups, welcomed the re- 
port but raid it contradicted ear- 
lier research which showed 
playgroups gave as big an ad- 
vantage to children as nurseiy 
classes. 

"This clearly refutes the idea 
that the only route to high 
quality is through nurseiy class- 
es in schools. There is no con- 
clusive evidence that one type 
of provision out-perforins an- 
other," she said 


Takeover bid: Best-selling brands are the prize as US giants fight for control of £45bn market 



All dolled up: Mattel's factory In Peterlee, Co Durham, yesterday after the makers of Barbie bid £3.5bn for Hasbro, makers of Action Man Main photograph: News Team 

Barbie eyes up Action Man in Toytown battle 


NIGEL COPE 

Toytown was pitched into a 
bfiLkm-doUar takeover conflict 
yesterday when Barbie, the 
undisputed queen of the doll 
market, was sent into battle with 
Action Man'. 

The lines were drawn when 
Barbie's parent company. Mat- 
tel-FIsher Price, launched a 
hostile $5-2bn (£3.45bn) offer 
for the rival toy group, Hasbro, 
whose portfolio indudes Action 
Man as well as Barbie's arch ri- 
val Sindy, GI Joe and the re- 
launched Cabbage Patch dolls. 

Hasbro has rejected the of- 
fer, but if successful it would 
create the world's largest toy 
company, with sales of more 
than $7bn and a sizeable 
share of the world's £45bn toy 
market 

It could get nasty. Barbie, the 
pneumatic blonde whose latest 
incarnation was a Baywatch 


beauty, has been top of the toy 
tree since her debut in 1959. But 
Sindy, which sells well in the UK 
but is not available in the US, 
is certain to put up a fight 
Jon Salisbury, editor of the 
trade magarine Jiforid Toy News, 
said: "In. all about. brands. 
Mattel is strong in pre-school 
toys with its Fisher Price range 
and with the Barbie doll but it 
has not had a big boy’s toy since 
Masters of the Universe in 


Toy companies have long 
struggled to maintain consistent 
growth in a market dominated 
by crazes that are often linked 
to hit films and television shows 
such as Jurassic Park. Thunder' 
birds and Batman. hit gener- 
ates millions. Expensive Hops 
can cripple smaller companies. 
The toy industry has seen a 
spate of takeovers in the last few 
years. Hasbro bought ^Atadding- 


tons, makers of Monopoly. 
Mattel has acquired FiBher 
Price and JW Spear, makers of 
Scrabble since 1993. 

Anafysis in New York said 
Hasbro’s assets had been under- 
managed. “We believe that 
some of Hasbro’s evergreen 
brands could flourish much 
more under Mattel’s skilled 
nurturing and marketing savvy,” 
one said. 



But the deal could run into 
problems, such as difficulties on 
monopoly grounds as the two 
are already the largest compa- 
nies in the sector. Mattel and 
Hasbro combined would have 
a 30 per cent share of the 
$13bn-a-year US toy market 
and 25 per cent of the UK’s 
£L6bn market Mattel hopes to 
avoid such problems, possibly by 
selling parts of Hasbro. 

Another potential stumbling 
block is the contrasting culture 
of the two companies. Mattel 
was founded in 1945, is based 
in Los Angeles and regarded as 
an aggressive company which 
focuses strongly cm profits. Has- 
bro was founded in the 1920s, 
is based in Rhode Island, and 
the founding Hassenfeld com- 
pany still controls a large stake. 
It is known as a paternal em- 
ployer that donates large sums 
to charity. 

Harino performed strongly in 


the 1980s but has under-per- 
formed recently. It had a hit with 
Jurassic Park in 1993 but failed 
to follow it up last year. In re- 
cent meetings the company’s 
chairman, Alan Hassenfeld, has 
admitted that the company 
needed to be more aggressive. 

Meanwhile Mattel’s fortunes 
have blossomed, fuelled by Bar- 
bie sales, which now account for 
$lbn of the group's £3.65bn 
yearly sale, and the takeover of 
Fisher Price in 1993. 

Analysts say that a white 
knight could yet rescue Hasbro. 
Disney has been mentioned as 
one possibility. Others say that 
even if the bid fails, Mattel may 
have weakened Hasbro suffi- 
ciently to force a break-up. 

But one thing is certain. With 
the UK toy fair due to start in 
London tomorrow and the 
world equivalent scheduled for 
the US next month, this bid will 
be the talk of Toytown. 
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Find out what you can borrow, BEFORE hunting. 

The call is free, the quote is free, so why not ring TSB PhoneBank 
for more information quoting number MP1 . 


CALL 

FREE 


0500 758 OOO 


Variable Rate Mortgage 


mo 


Wa wa nt you 
to say 


YES 


CdU la PhonaSank may be rvewded and monitored A TSB cheque account is roqinrad AsoignmeflUaasignalan of a autabhi life paCc? may be required 
by the Bonk as security Applicants must be aged 18 or mm. All loans subject lo status. Nat available in the Channel Islands. Written quotations are 
available on request by calling 0600 768 000. TSB Bank pic and TSB Bank Scotland pic [regulated by MRO and SBU m repmswUatiwa of the TSB 
Martoting Group which a regulated by die ftrsonal Investment Authority arty lor TSB life insurance, pcnsionc. unit busts and gfiahns inwatmenta. Mn» or me- 
ornmendatiORS only w iho mestmenis of ifwi Gra?. TSB Bank pfc. Victoria House. Victoria Square, Birmingham B1 1BZ. Registered m England and 
Watoo Number: 10S9268 TSB Bank Scotland pic. Here* Duncan House, t SO George Street, Edinburgh EHS 4LR Regotmd at Scotland. Number 98237. 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


Fraud solicitor jailed 


A solicitor whose internation- 
al £13m swindle defrauded the 
cooker company Belling and 
some of Europe's largest firms 
was jailed for nine years yes- 
terday. 

Giaries Deacon, 53, a former 
under-sheriff of Stafford, and a 
former nuts and bolts salesman. 
James Fuller, 56, who received 
a seven-year sentence, spun 
tales of MI5 and the CIA to ex- 
tract cash through a bogus 
money-lending scheme. 

Passing sentence at Middle- 
sex Crown Court, central Lon- 
don, Judge Fabian Evans QC 


told the two men; “The sums of 
money involved in this case 
have been quite staggering and 
have been matched only by the 
enormity of the lies which you 
both told.” 

Apart from Belling, which 
plundered its pension fond of 
more than £23m to qualify for 
a “loan” and in the process left 
many of its former employees 
faring the prospect of reduced 
pensions, other companies tar- 
geted included Russia's largest 
co-operative and Finland's 
biggest food processing com- 
pany. 


DAILY POEM 


Between mountain and sea 

By Norman MacCaig 

Honey and salt -land smell and sea smell, 
as in the long ago, as bi forever. 

The days pick me up and carry me off, 
half-child, half-prisoner, 

on (heir journey that FU share 
for a while 

They wound and they bless me 
with strange gifts: 

the salt of absence 
the honey of memory 

In 1954, a friend of Ian Parsons, then editor at the Hogarth 
Press, wrote recommending a young poet called Norman Mac- 
Caig, writes Jonathan Bu rnham. Parsons contacted MacCaig, 

who wrote back: know publishers are not philanthropists, 
and that poetry, generally speaking, is lethal stuff to handle. 
So it seems a good thing to assure you that at least in Scot- 
land there are many people looking forward to the publica- 
tion of these poems”. “These poems^were published as Riding 
Lights and the Hogarth Press, and then Chatto & Wmdus, pub- 
lished all of MacCaig’s subsequent work, until his marvellous 
late collection Vcsce &v«r (from which this poem is taken) pub- 
lished in 1988 v,ben he 78, which £d^ brought bim recog- 
nition as one of the most important Scottish poets of the centory. 

The poems of Norman MacCaig, who died earlier tins week, 
are published as Collected Poems (Cbatto, £9.99). Jonathan 
Burnham is poetry editor at Chatto. 
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news 


The Met under fire: Scotland Yard’s image dented by triple blows of corruption, unlawful arrest and jury-nobbling cases 



MPs lambast police over 
£5m thefts by ‘lord’ 


Court deal: Paul Demuth, who won £20,000 for assault and malicious prosecution 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Scotland Yard should have re- 
alised its accountant. Anthony 
Williams - convicted of stealing 
more than £5m from police 
funds - was leading a life of lux- 
ury and had bought up a large 
slice of a village m the Scottish 
Highlands, an influential group 
of MPs concluded yesterday. 

In a report that even by the 
standards of the often critical 
Commons Public Accounts 
Committee was especially hard- 
hitting, the Metropolitan Police 
was lambasted for not rumbling 
Mr W illiams sooner. 

He was convicted in May last 
year and sentenced to seven and 
a half years' imprisonment. A 
backroom dv3 servant at Scot- 
land Yard he enjoyed a lifestyle 
way beyond his means. In Lon- 
don, he lived in suburban New 
Malden; in Tomintoul in Scot- 
land. he was known as “Lord 


Assault case 
settlement 
costs £90,000 


Williams" and went on a spec- 
tacular spending spree, acquir- 
ing the village’s main hotel and 
several houses. 

As a trusted official, Mr 
W illiams was put in charge of 
the fi nancin g of a sensitive, 
one-off, undercover police op- 
eration. To combat serious 
crime and terrorism, the Inde- 
pendent has revealed the police 
bought a spotter plane 
equipped with hi-tech surveil- 
lance equipment lb hide its 
ownership - and prevent sus- 

! — “lover- 


head belonged to the police - 
they booked il through a private 
company, run by Williams. 

He was in sole charge of han- 
dling the aircraft’s running 
costs. When the pilot wanted 
cash for fuel, he asked WnKams, 
who paid it from the company 
account. The company was then 
reimbursed by the Met, with no 
questions asked. 

Such a unique scheme, with 



Anthony Williams: Fraud 


funding controlled by one in- 
dividual, was appalling, said 
the committee. Tliey found it 
“unacceptable” that the Met 
could not prevent the fraud, 
they were “critical of the service 
for allowing an arrangement 
which coula not properly safe- 
guard public money” and “de- 
plored" the police’s failure to 


tell the Home Office about a 
departure from standard prac- 
tice. 

Given the secrecy attached to 
the operation, MPs said they ex- 
pected Mr Williams to have 
been positively vetted before- 
hand. If he had been, checks 
would have discovered that 
doubts had been raised about 
him in the past, when he ran the 
police's civilian staff welfare 
fund. An auditor had queried 
his management of the fund in 
1988 but it was only in 1994, 
after he had finally been ar- 
rested for fraud, that an inves- 
tigation revealed cash had gone 
missing. 

lb the embarrassment of the 
police he was caught only after 
a bank questioned the large 
amounts of cash going through 
his account Since Mr Williams 
raid well over the market price 
for his properties, only £lm of 
the £5m he stole is ever likely 
to be recovered. 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

A teacher, a trainee solicitor and 
a prize-winning photographer 
were yesterday paid more than 
£90.000 in damages and costs 
for assault false imprisonment 
and malicious prosecution by 
the Metropolitan Police. 

Officers were said to have 
attacked Paul Demuth, 41, 
Claire Roberts, 31, and Mal- 
colm Glover, 40, as they were 
malting their way to a London 
restaurant to celebrate Mr 
Glover’s Sirnday Tunes award 
for the best documentary pho- 
tographer of the year. 

A court was told the incident 
in June 1991. led to Mr Demuth, 
a teacher, tying unconscious in 
a pool of blood on the steps of 
a police station in the West End 
and ended with the police fab- 
ricating evidence, charging him 
for assault and his two friends 
for obstruction. It took four 
months and several court ap- 
pearance before their inno- 
cence was finally established. 

The Metropolitan Police yes- 
terday denied liability, but in an 
agreed statement read to the 
court agreed to pay a total of 
£44,000 and a similar amount in 
costs. The statement recorded 
that the officers involved stood 
by their allegations against the 
three, as they had from the 
outseL 

The payout is the latest in a 
string of court awards and set- 
tlements by the Met which m 
1994 totalled nearly £1.4m plus 
costs. Out of 304 civil actions, 
the police won only 24. 


Yesterday Mr Glover said the 
award was a “hollow victory". 
“This has left all of us incredi- 
bly paranoid about the police. 
1 am still at a loss to 
understand it." 

Central London county court 
was told that the Lhree. all from 
Hearn HilL south London, were 
in Soho when Constables Mar- 
tin Heap and Colin Baker 
walked by and one shouted 
"stop". Mr Demuth dropped a 
tiny amount of cannabis onto 
the ground and. on seeing this, 
PC Heap ran up, pushed him 
against a wall and cuffed his 
hands behind his back. He 
threw Mr Demuth on to the 
pavement, where he landed on 
his face. “PC Heap then placed 
his knee or foot on Paul's head, 
forcing it into the pavement." 

When his friends tried to 
intervene, they too were seized, 
the court was told. All three 
were thrown into a police van. 
“Get that tart out of there,” an- 
other officer. PC Bruce Wilson 
said. In the van PC Heap held 
Mr Demuth in a headlock. 
“laughing and joking about 
what he was doing". 

Mr Demuth alleged that at 
the station he was pushed or 
swung out of the van so that 
he fell headfirst, landing on the 
ground and losing conscious- 
ness. 

He was taken to hospital 
where his wound was stitched. 

As well as his physical in- 
juries, Mr Demuth suffered 
“trauma and psychological 
damage", the court was told. He 
was awarded £20.000 and his 
friends £12,000 each. 


Former officer 
jailed for bid 
to nobble jury 


A former police sergeant who 
left the force after an exemplary 
24-year career was jailed for 
seven years yesterday after the 
first “jury-nobbling” case in- 
volving a former or serving 
police officer to come before a 
British court. 

John Young, 45, who was shot 
twice and awarded the Queen’s 
Gallantry Medal while a serv- 
ing officer, demanded £30,000 
to help influence the outcome 
of an Old Bailey trial last year. 

Southwark Crown Court 
heard that, helped by an as-yel- 
unidentified serving officer, 
who was supposed to be part of 
a team providing 24-hour pro- 
tection for the jurors, he ob- 
tained highly-confidential 
addresses of some of those try- 
ing the armed robbery case. 

Passing sentence. Judge Ger- 
ald Butler QC told Young, who 
turned private detective after 
leaving the police force two 
years ago, that what he had 
done “strikes at the very roots 
of our system of criminal jus- 
tice”. He went on: “For that rea- 
son a deterrent sentence is 



Young: £30,000 demand 


Inevitable. 

Young, who was convicted 
earlier of “doing acts intending 
and intended lo pervert the 
course of justice” between l-> 
March and 15 April, showed no 
reaction apart from turning to 
fdatnes in the pubjic gallery' 
and saying “All right”. 

Opening the week-long trial, 
Joanna. Komer QC, for the 
prosecution, said Young had 


“spotted a potential to make a 
great deal of money". She ex- 
plained that the Old Bailey 
case involved kidnapping, rob- 
bery and firearms. Each juror 
was being protected round the 
clock by two policemen. 

“Regrettably the arrange- 
ments had the very opposite ef- 
fect. because it enabled a 
corrupt police officer to obtain 
names and addresses of jurors 
and pass them onto someone 
who might have an interest in 
influencing the jury," she said, j 
The jury heard that Young, of { 
Poplar Close, New Barn. KenL j 
approached the sister of one of i 
those cm trial as she left the Old j 
Bailey public gallery and offered j 
to supply her valuable infer- j 
raation which would help her j 
brother, in return for cash. j 

An undercover police sur- i 
veillance operation resulted in ! 
Young’s arrest. ! 


Notice to Customers 


SA V/NGS CER TIFiCA TES 


National Savings Certificates of the 42nd Issue and 
8th Index-linked Issue were withdrawn from sale on 
25 January 1996. 

The 43rd Issue will go on sale on 26 January. It will offer 
a guaranteed and tax-free return of 5.35% pa compound 
when held for five years. 

The 9th Index-linked Issue will go on sale on 
26 January. It will offer a guaranteed and tax-free return 
of 2.5% pa compound in addition to index-linking when 
held for five years. 


CHILDREN’S BONUS BONDS 


Issue G Children’s Bonus Bonds were withdrawn from 
sale on 25 January 1996. Issue H will go on sale on 
26 January. It will offer a guaranteed and tax-free return 
of 6.75% pa compound when held for the first five years. 


CAPITAL BONDS 


Series I Capital Bonds were withdrawn from sale on 
25 January 1996. Series J will go on sale on 26 January. 

It will offer a gross return of 6.65% pa compound, 
guaranteed when held for five years. 


PENSIONERS GUARANTEED INCOME BONDS 


Series 2 Pensioners Bonds were withdrawn from general 
sale on 25 January 1996 (but see the next paragraph). 
Series 3 will go on sale on 26 January. It will offer a 
guaranteed rate of 7.0% pa gross for the first five years 
held. 

Series 2 Bonds will remain on sale for holders of 
National Savings Income Bonds who wish to use the 
proceeds of their Income Bonds to reinvest into 
Pensioners Bonds provided that; 

(a) the application to repay the Income Bonds was 
received at National Savings, Blackpool between 

29 November 1995 and 25 January 1996 inclusive; and, 

(b) the option to reinvest into Pensioners Bonds is 
exercised within 1 month of the repayment date of the 
Income Bonds. 


FIRST OPTION BONDS 


On and from 26 January 1996, the first year fixed rate 
on FIRST Option Bonds will be 6.25% gross (5.0% net 
assuming tax at 20%). Bonds of £20,000 or more held to 
the first anniversary will earn a bonus of 0.25% gross 
(0.2% net). 


INCOME BONDS 


On and from 9 March 1996 the variable (‘Treasury") 
rate of interest payable on Income Bonds will be 6.25% pa 
gross. The bonus on holdings of £25,000 or more remains 
at 0.25% pa gross. The gross rates from 9 March will 
therefore be as follows: 

Holding Rate of interest 

under £25,000 6.25% pa 

£25,000 and over 6.5% pa 


INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 


On and from 9 February 1996 the variable gross rates of 
interest on deposits in an Investment Account will be as 
follows: 


Balance in account 
under £500 
£500 to £24,999 
£25,000 and over 


Rate of interest 
5.0% pa 
5.5% pa 
5.75% pa 


ORDINARY ACCOUNT 


On and from 1 March 1996 the variable rates of interest 
on deposits in an Ordinary Account will be as follows: 
Standard rate 1.75% pa 

Higher rate 2.75% pa 


PREMIUM BONDS 


On and from 1 May 1996 the variable interest rate used 
to calculate the prize fund will be 4.75% pa. At the same 
time, a new scale of prizes will be introduced. This will 
fix the number of prizes at 350,000 a month. The prize 
values will continue to range from £50 to the £1 million 
monthly jackpot, but there will be a new method of 
calculating the number of prizes of each value. The 
number of larger prizes, after the £1 million jackpot, will 
no longer be fixed at 44 a month but will grow as the 
prize fund grows. The new method will result in about 
double the current number of prizes in the range £5,000 
to £100,000. There will also be more prizes of £500 and 
£1,000. Full details of how the prize fund will be 
allocated were published in the London, Edinburgh and 
Belfast Gazettes dated 26 January 1996. They will also be 
included in a new booklet expected to be available at 
post offices from 1 1 March. 


DEPOSIT BONDS {no longer on sale). On anti from 9 March 1996 the variable rate of interest will be 6.25% pa gross. 

Sales booklets (including application forms) are available from post offices. 

Alternatively you can get copies by telephoning 0500 500 000. 
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Doubts grow over Dole after Clinton triump 

■ pov.rU. the former US mili- 

RUPERT CORNWELL would have handicapped any Predictably, the fiercest some new kids from the ^ Powell Mgmiy closed the 

Washington Republican who had to speak pounding yesterday came from minors." Fhfl Gramm, the Tfexas February, ^id m N - e far the best oipnisa 0 ® 11 ' t door to a 1596 ^“r^* 

rnfcoilJC HTlAL , after the President- Mr Clinton that quarter. According to senator vying with Mr Buchanan shire, where the ; first ; hundred people tamed out some Republicans chng to tM 

Senator Boh Dole, uneasy exploited his gift for television Lamar Alexander, the former for the conservative vote, de- primaiy llta .?£ SZ nne New Hampshire rally, a hone that a bloody and inccn- 

front-runner for the Republican 
nomination, yesterday travelled 
to the key Presidential caucus 


er gave limp, impersonal setting of his ublicans who tend to vote m date, turned to baseball for a 
lute of Senate office, from which he de- primaries and who are now metaphor: “Our starting pitch- 
Dole's livered the 12-minute response, being courted by his rivals. er got shelled; it’s rime to bring 
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mined by doubts about his age, vereally panned by the media times baish language for which visionary, not a legislative less than face value. But the ev- cording to poll, turned out to have been JrP- dinner which raised a 

and bis inability to project an and grated even by some of bis Mr Dote has been criticised was, architect” to beat the idence from the polls, and from Delaware, another early pn- h d in from Massachusetts ho Sl6m (£10.4m) for 

appealing vision to voters. tbe say his supporters; aimed not at Democratic incumbent Mr Dole’s own tepid reception mary state, the two are nmrnng ■ Rhode Island- re< \_, Guests filed past 

Crystallising the concerns most damn ing of faint praise, the country at large, but at the Pat Buchanan, the conserva- on the campaign trail, is mat a neck and neck. Thereafter the rvcenchanrmeut with Mr pmveii’s table as u he 

was the reply that the 72-year- Mr pole saidesmsist that the more partisan and activist Rep- tive commentator and candi- tmism of Republican primary campaign moves south, to states P meanwhile, is starting to . 
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to President Ginron’s State of Senate office, fnmi which he de- primaries and who are now metaphor: “Ourscartfoe pitch- ahravs wins -naav come under Alexander should do better.^ ^ c „^M ai -vhv General Col- 
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Facing the firing squad: Execution of murderer pits Mormon tradition of 'blood atonement’ against state s modernised 

Utah takes a 
bloody step 
into the past 


X * 


:V»* 


DAVID USBORNE 

Draper, Utah 

By the time they wake this 
morning, the people of Utah 
should find that John Albert 
Taylor is no longer among them: 
killed by four bullets in the heart 
shortiy' after midnight. Only 
Taylor had the power to bait his 
dispatch by lodging an eleventh- 
hour appeal to the courts. As his 
last hours ticked by last night be 
showed no sign of exercising iL 
The firing-squad execution of 
Taylor, convicted of the rape 
and murder of 11 -year-old 
Cbarla King in 1989, has cast an 
unwelcome spotlight on a state 
that is striving to find a new im- 
age of modernity and tourist- 
friendly hospitality while at the 
same time remaining steeped in 
the sometimes archaic traditions 
of the Mormon church, to 
which most of the population 
belongs. It has also provoked 
anguished international and re- 
ligious protest 
Though the pace of execu- 
tions is surging across the US, 
Taylor will be the first convict 
to die by firing squad since Gary 
Gilmore was shot also in Utah, 
in 1977 for the murder of a mo- 
tel clerk. The state is unique in 
offering its condemned prison- 
ers a choice between death bv 


firing squad and by lethal in- 
jection. Convicts can be shot in 
Idaho, but only at the discretion 
of the authorities. 

Nowhere were the cross-cur- 
rents of old and new- 19th-cen- 
cuiy grotesque and 20th-century 
political correctness - more ev- 
ident than in the execution 
chamber itself, hidden within a 
warehouse at the Utah State 
Prison that is usually a sewing 
workshop. To be sure, Taylor's 
death was to be violent, but his 
blood, officials boasted, would 
not be allowed “to splatter”. 

Hence the chair into which be 
would be strapped for the 
shooting, built by prison staff. 
Of straight-backed design in 
shiny bla& metal, it is fitted with 
leg and wrist restraints made of 
Velcro. The seat of the chair is 
perforated like a kitchen colan- 
der, so the victim's blood can 
drain quickly into a large met- 
al pan below, sloping sightly to 
the back. To screen the flow of 
blood, a rectangle of deep-pile 
blue carpet had been wrapped 
around the inside of the chair s 
legs. 

As he walked from his regu- 
lar cell to the warehouse in the 
early hours of yesterday, Thylor 
was granted one of his final 
wishes - a few drags on a ciga- 
rette. To have it later was not 




UTAH STATE PRISON 
DRAPER— UTAH 


UTAH STATE PRISON 
DRAPER— UTAH 


Warehouse of death: Journalists view the chair in the warehouse at Utah State Prison in Draper in which John Taylor wiU be strapped. Above right: The chair reflected in 
the window off the room from where the shots will be fired. Bottom right: The official prison photograph of Taylor, convicted of murdering an 11-year-old girl Pnotograpns: ah 


possible, since Utah's smoking 
laws forbid lighting up inside. 
Last night his second request 
was honoured: a supper of piz- 
za loaded with mushrooms, 
ham and Canadian bacon. 

The plan for Ms final minutes 
was meticulously laid. Shortly 
before midnight, Thylor was to 
be marched into the chamber it- 
self, strapped into the chair and 
a hood placed over his head, A 
medical officer was Co locate his 


heart with a stethoscope and fix 
a square piece of red doth 
over it as a target Then Taylor 
was to be given two minutes to 
make a final statement The 
order to fire was to be given by 
the prison warden. 

Ctf all the chapters in the Thy- 
for saga, few have been as 
shocking as the avalanche of 
offers from around the U5 to 
act as one of the five execu- 
tioners. Aptatoon from a South 


Carolina army camp stepped 
forward, as did a self-described 
former CIA intelligence agent 
Instead the men have been 
provided by local police forces. 
They were to stand behind a 
wall concealed from Taylor and 
push their rifle barrels through 
letter-box slits. According to tra- 
dition, one will have a blank in 
his weapon, so each can believe 
he did not kill the victim. 

Taylor, who dispensed with 


his lawyer a month ago and has 
spumed all dvfl liberties groups, 
told a journalist he preferred 
bullets to lethal injection, be- 
cause he did not want to “flop 
around like a dying fish". But 
historical research of the 39 fir- 
ing-squad executions held in 
Utah since 1852 shows that it 
can take as long as 27 minutes 
to die. 

Protests by Amnesty Inter- 
national and the American Civ- 


il Liberties Union, and a rally 
in Salt Lake City earlier this 
week appeared to move few 
among Utah’s politicians. Run- 
ning through the controversy is 
the state's Mormon heritage, 
and the traditional teaching of 
the church - though its leaders 
today now distance themselves 
from it - that those who kill can 
avoid being cast into “outer 
darkness” after death only 
through the spilling of their own 


blood, or so-called “blood 
atonement". In the past, some 
of the condemned in Utah have 
been shot at the site of their 
crimes, a coffin beside them, 
t Smyrna, Delaware — Billy 
Bailey, the murderer of an el- 
derly couple, climbed on to a 
wooden gallows and was 
hanged early yesterday, be- 
coming only the third con via in 
the US to be executed in this 
way In 30 years, AP reports. 


Soviet Lada boss to steer economy 


PHR. REEVES 
Moscow 


• r 


Nation about the fate of 
la’s fragile economic re- 



sen to criticism that he is trying 
to curry favour with Communist 
and nationalist voters before the 
presidential election in June. 

The Kremlin announced that 
Vladimir Kadannikov, an ex- 
ecutive from the Russia's trou- 
bled motor industry, would 
replace Anatoly Chubais, the 
liberal-leaning minister who 
headed Russia’s mass privati- 

sacketTlaJ 1 ^^. ^ 

His appointment is certain to 
foe! fears among the free mar- 


ket lobby that the embattled 
Prea'dent is willing to sacrifice 
Russia’s tough, if painful, anti- 
inflationary strategy in order to 
win support among an es- 
tranged electorate. 

Although seen as relatively 
progressive during the Gor- 
bachev era, Mr Kadannikov, 54, 
has advocated protectionism 
and import tariffs in his capac- 
ity as bead of Russia's largest car 
plant, AvtoVAZ, which makes 
Ladas. A friend of Mr Yeltsin, 
and also of the President's 
hardline bodyguard, Alexan- 
der Korzhakov, he is thought to 
align himself with the more 
conservative element in the 
Kremlin's inner circle. 

His appointment coincides 
with a swing towards the right 
by the Yeltsin administration, 
marked by the ousting of sev- 


eral of its top liberals in favour 
of hardliners. Such is tire volume 
of comment about the Kremlin's 
current tack that Mr Yeltsin yes- 
terday decided to intervene, 
lambasting those who come to 
‘'hasty, and superficial conclu- 
sions” about his personnel 
changes. 

According to the Interfax 
news agency, he said he had no 
intention of “betraying” his po- 
litical or economic course, but 
talked about the need to be 
aware of tire tactics" of reform, 
which were “often forced by cir- 
cumstances”. 

This suggests that the presi- 
dent has two aims . On the one 
hand, he seems to want to con- 
vince reformers that his latest 
moves are merely vote-winning 
tactics; on the other, he is dear- 
ly hoping to overhaul his image, 


presenting himself as a decisive 
leader who will slay the dragons 
of corruption and poverty. 

Whether cosmetic or not, 
the shift has been nothing if not 
eventful. Since the Commu- 
nists’ victory in December's 
parliamentary elections. Mr 
Yeltsin has replaced his foreign 
minister, Andrei Kozyrev; his 
chief of staff, Sergei Filatov, and 
Mr Chubais - all reformers 
whose jobs have gone to more 
conservative successors. 

Meanwhile, he launched a 
crude and failed attempt to 
crush by brute force a band of 
hostage-taking Chechen rebels 
in Dagestan. 

And yesterday, uncompli- 
mentary comments were al- 
ready circulating about Mr 
Kadannikov*s credentials as 
economic supremo. 


QJ feces the 
nation with plea 
of innocence 


TIM CORNWELL 

Los Angeles 

QJ Simpson finally went on tele- 
vision this week for the first time 
since being acquitted of double 
murder, insisting be was as in- 
nocent as any fellow American, 
and demanded that be be 
treated accordingly. 

“If you don’t lute me, leave 
me alone,” said Mr Simpson. 
“Fm not bothering you." 

Since October he has been 
sued by the families of his ex- 
wife Nicole and Ronald Gold- 
man, the murder victims, 

pilloried by radio talk-show 

hosts and cold-shouldered by 
advertisers and golf dubs alike. 

Immediately after his trial he 
pulled out of a network televi- 
sion interview, citing the advice 
of his lawyers, when it threat- 
ened to turn into a foil-scale in- 
quisition into his version of 
events. He was paid a reported 
$3m (£2m) for a mail-order 
video, QJ: The Interview, and his 
appearance on Wednesday 
night on the only black-owned 
cable channel in the US was 
partly aimed at promoting the 
video, which retails at $30. 

The former sporting idol 
gave a polished, at times per- 


suasive, performance in a sym- 
pathetic setting He was not 
pressed on the evidence that 
persuaded most Americans 
watching his criminal trial that 
he was guilty- and which 
wrecked his career as a film ac- 
tor and television personality. 

Ducking questions about the 
night of the killings, he either 
cited the advice of his lawyers, 
or invited viewers to bay the 
video for the foil answers. “I did 
not commit those murders,” he 
said. “I could not kill anyone.” 

At times, however, the anger 
came through. Women's groups 
had made him a “whipping 
boy", and be was “pissed” at the 
families of his ex-wife and 
Ronald Goldman, now suing 
him for damages on the alle- 
gation that he stalked, stabbed 
and slashed them to death. 

Mr Simpson portrayed him- 
self as the victim of racism in the 
Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment and in the US at large. 
“They want me to go to Africa? 
Go where?" he said, asked 
about people in his wealthy 
Los Angeles neighbourhood 
who put up signs calling him a 
killer. “I lrre in LA If they don’t 
want me in Brentwood, they 
should leave.” 



■ ■ - - ■ > 
Fair hearing; OJ Simpson adjusts his earphone before 
his first TV appearance since his trial Photo^aph: AP 


He angrily denied reports of 
parties and high living, saying he 
constantly mourned Nicole. 
“How much lower should I 
lay?" he asked. “What f would 
like to do is raise my kids, 
spend as much time as I can 
with my family, especially my 
mum, who is here tonight, and 
play golf.” Initial reactions on 
the streets of Los Angeles ap- 
peared to show that his smooth 
performance had changed few 
minds either way. 

Mr Simpson yesterday was 
questioned for the fourth day in 
a row by lawyers in the civil suit. 
Few details of this first g rilling 
under oath have leaked out, 
though transcripts of the testi- 
mony wfll eventually be re- 
lease A The case is scheduled for 
ApriL But lawyers for the Gold- 
man and Brown families say 
they have zeroed in on “incon- 
sistencies” in his alibis. Pressed 
to explain why he failed to an- 
swer when a chauffeur called at 
his gate on the night of the mur- 


ders, the Simpson camp has sug- 
gested variously be was chipping 
golf balls, in the shower, or 
asleep. 

In a replay of the convoy that 
followed him home from the 
trial news helicopters trailed Mr 
Simpson’s limousine to the Los 
Angeles studios of Black En- 
tertainment Television. It was a 
major scoop for a station pop- 
ular across orb an Am erica, but 
which is better known for mu- 
sic videos than heavyweight 
news coverage. 

The interviewer, Ed Gordon, 
focused on what he said were 
issues of concern to black 
Americans, such as whether 
Mr Simpson had cashed in on 
the murder of his wife or turned 
his back on his black roots. - 

Mr Simpson cited scholar- 
ships he funded for students in 
his old neighbourhoods. He 
said be was str ugglin g to recover 
financially from millions lost in 
the court case, and to support 
his two children by Nicole. 
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P ar i S BOHn I F ' s * 1ermen 1:0 rescue of a feathered friend in need 


rush to shore up 
faltering EMU 


Despile British predictions to 
the contrary, senior govern- 
ment ministers in France and 
Germany insisted yesterday 
that the European Union would 
proceed on schedule with its 
plan to launch a single curren- 
cy in 1999. 

Prime Minister Alain Juppe 
of France, his Foreign Minister. 
Herve de Charette, and Ger- 
many’s Foreign Minister. Klaus 
Kinkel. reaffirmed that mone- 
tary union would not be post- 
poned and there would he no 
watering down of Maastricht’s 
strict criteria for countries wish- 
ing to join the single currency. 

Behind the unflinchine exte- 
rior, however, it has become 
clear this week that EU gov- 
ernments have begun to con- 
template the possibility that it 
may not _ be a good idea to go 
ahead with monetary union as 
planned in 1999. The doubts co- 
incide with a conviction among 
European politicians and 
bankers that the Maastricht 
timetable is too rigid and takes 
no account of the'slowdown in 
Lhe European economy. 

Only yesterday, France’s In- 
dustiy Minister, Franck Boro- 
tra, said that if he had to choose 
between Maastricht and jobs, he 
would choose jobs. Moreover, 
even Mr de Charette, before is- 
suing his statement of uncon- 
ditional support for the 
Maastricht treaty, had told a 
French radio station that it 
might be useful to interpret the 
treaty's rigid conditions on low 
budget deficits more flexibly, as 
proposed on Wednesday by a 
former president. VhJeiy Gis- 
card d’Estaing. 

Italy's Prime Minister, Lam- 
berto Dini. made much the 
same point about the cost in Eu- 
ropean jobs a few weeks ago 
when he said it would be fool- 
ish to proceed with the Euro, 
the recently christened single 
currency, as long as EU-wide 
unemployment averaged near- 
ly 1 1 per cent. Mr Dtni seemed 
to underline Italian doubts 
about the wisdom of sticking to 
the 1999 deadline when he said 
that, as the country holding the 
EU’s rotating presidency, Italy 


COMMENTARY 

would henceforth concentrate 
its efforts on job creation. 

Meanwhile, Sweden's Fi- 
nance Minister, Goran frisson, 
announced that he intended to 
relax the austerity programme 
he introduced last year, raise so- 
cial security benefits and lake 
measures to halve unemploy- 
ment by 2000. This was tanta- 
mount to saying Sweden had no 
inieresL in joining a single cur- 
rency in 1999. 



De Charette: Looking for 
more flexibility 

However, the real bombshell 
came from Spain on Tuesday, 
when the Foreign Minister, 
Carlos Westendorp, in remarks 
not intended for publication, re- 
vealed that the ELI would de- 
lay the 1999 launch unless a 
“critical mass” of countries met 
the Maastricht targets in time. 
These included Germany, 
France, the Deutschmark-zone 
states (the Benelux countries 
and Austria), and at least one 
from Britain, Italy and Spain. 

France was convulsed be- 
fore Christmas by its worst so- 
cial unrest since 1968, and its 
economic growth this year is 
likely to be well below govern- 
ment predictions. The Maas- 
tricht deficit target of only 3 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
in 1997 is looking increasingly 
difficult for the French gov- 
ernment to meet. 

Still, if there were enough po- 
litical will, it is possible to imag- 
ine circumstances in which 


France — and other countries 
with deficit and public debt 
problems, such as Austria and 
Belgium — would be deemed 
suitable candidates for mone- 
tary union even if they did not 
quite meet Lhe Maastricht tar- 
gets. After all, Maastricht per- 
mits countries to join the single 
currency if they are malting 
sufficient progress towards, 
rather than actually meeting, the 
defict and debt targets. 

With Britain, Italy and Spain 
it is another matter. Few EU 
governments or independent 
economists think these coun- 
tries will join up in 1999, either 
for political or economic rea- 
sons. The European Commis- 
sion decided this week not to 
promote the Euro in Britain, a 
sure sign it does not expect 
Britain to be m the project from 
the sluil. 

As for Italy, its formidably 
high public debt — 124 percent 
of GDP, when Maastricht re- 
quires an upper limit of 60 per 
cent — makes it an unlikely par- 
ticipant. Spain not only has a 
budget deficit of 6 per cent of 
GDP but shockingly high un- 
employment of almost 23 per 
cent causing one former finance 
minister, Miguel Boyer, to com- 
ment this week that for Spain 
the Maastricht timetable was “a 
political trap with a high eco- 
nomic price". 

The European Commission 
complains that to associate 
Maastricht with unemployment 
and recession is unfair. Officials 
correctly point out that EU 
governments would need to 
cut their deficits whether or not 
there was a single currency 
project. However, if Mr West- 
endorp's leaked remarks are ac- 
curate. it seems likely that 
either Lhe Euro will not be 
launched on time, or the Maas- 
tricht criteria will have to be 
reinterpreted. 

The problem is that to dilute 
or delay Maastricht would al- 
most certainly cause enormous 
turbulence on the foreign ex- 
change markets, possibly doom- 
ing the single currency for ever. 

Tony Barber 



Breaking the ice: Anglers use an axe to try to free a grebe trapped in frozen waters at Roermond, the Netherlands 


Photograph: Reuter 


Americans brandish big stick over Bosnia 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Tuzla 

“Speak softly and cany a big 
stick,” said Theodore Roo- 
sevelt, an adage the Americans 
are putting Into practice in 
northern Bosnia. Although they 
lack the long experience of 
peace-keeping of the British and 
French, the Americans have 
stumbled on one of its cardinal 
principles. 

The armoured bridge-layers 
and wide. low “Humvees", 
cross-country vehicles carrying 
heavy machine guns, mingle 
with thousands of other green 
and black vehicles bearing Lhe 
Stars and Stripes, while military 
police direct everyone. 


In the vastness of the desert 
in the Gulf war, the impression 
made by the huge US presence 
was diluted. But in the narrow 
Bosnian lanes the sheer num- 
bers, professionalism, self-con- 
fidence and swagger of the US 
1st Armoured Division convey 
an awesome impression of 
American power. No local war- 
lord is going to mess with these 
people. 

But for all their firepower, the 
Americans remain highly secu- 
rity-conscious. Their vehicles 
only travel in groups of four or 
more, while troops put on body 
armour and full battle equip- 
ment to move between buildings 
on the Tlizla base, which went 
on to a “red alert” this week af- 


ter a scare report that a single 
black mujahidin Muslim fight- 
er was on the loose in a US uni- 
form. The mujahedin were 
supposed to have been out of 
Bosnia by mid-January, 

Between half and two-thirds 
of the US-led Multinational 
Division (North) has now ar- 
rived, including troops from 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark. 
Poland, Turkey and Russia. 

The Russians yesterday began 
moving in their main body of 
troops fry rail through Hungary 
to Bijeljina, on the “Serb side”, 
as it is now known. 

Nato's supreme commander, 
US General George Joulwan, 
and the Russian special repre- 
sentative to Nato, Colonel- 


General Leontiy Shevtsov, were 
due to fly to Tuzla from Moscow 
yesterday following talks with 
the Russian Defence Minister, 
General Pavel Grachev. How- 
ever, the freezing weather had 
turned the huge Tuzla runway 
into an ice rink. 

The nationalities already in 
Bosnia will in lime be joined by 
small units from Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania. If ever there was 
a laboratory for international 
military co-operation, it is here. 
Incredibly, it might just work. 
■ London (AP) — Bosnia 
may hold up to 300 mass graves, 
but it is not possible to secure 
them all. the commander of 
Nato’s peace force. Admiral 
Leighton Smith, said yesterday. 


“The last estimate I got is that 
there is somewhere between 200 
and 300 suspected grave sites in 
Bosnia,” he said. 

Visiting Srebrenica, eastern 
Bosnia, last weekend, Lhe US 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
John Shattuck, spoke of evi- 
dence that up to 7,000 lie buried 
in mass graves. Richard Gold- 
stone, head of the internation- 
al war crimes tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia, said inves- 
tigators would arrive at the re- 
puted graves “in the very near 
future". On Wednesday, two 
Bosnian Serb leaders. Nikola 
Koljevic and Momrilo Krajisnik, 
promised to allow a full inquiry 
into alleged mass graves near 
Srebrenica and elsewhere. 
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STELLA ARTOIS BOTTLES 

(25cl bottle size, sold in packs of 24 only) 





BEST BEFORE 
DATE LABEL 
APPEARS 
IN THIS AREA 



Stella Artois regret to announce that small 
fragments of glass have been found in a 
small number of 25d bottles of Stella Artois 
beer. These bottles can only be bought as 
part of a pack of 24 from supermarkets, off 
licences and wholesalers in the UK. The 
affected bottles have all been withdrawn from 
public sale and production stopped. 

The affected green bottles are all 25d, in a 
24 pack, with a green label and a best 
before date from April 1 996 up to and 
including September 1 996. These bottles 
should not be opened and the beer should 
not be consumed. 

The public are advised to return any affected 
bottles to the point of purchase for a refund. 

All other Stella Artois products and 
packaging are unaffected. The unaffected 
products are Stella Artois 25d sold in a 1 0 
pack format. 25d brown bottle packs. 25d 
bottles with white labels. Stella 33d bottles, 
Stella 330ml, 440ml and 500ml cans and 
Stella Dry 275ml bottles. 

We are sorry to inconvenience you in this 
way. Even though there is only a slight risk to 
consumers, we think it is in everyone's interest 
that the bottles are withdrawn from stock. 

For further information please call 
0345 656065. 

25d Stella Artois will be back on sale within 
the next seven days. The new 24 packs will 
be clearly labelled “New Production". 


FINANCIAL TIMES 


SO YOU THINK 
YOU KNOW ABOUT PEPS 


If you’re about to invest 
in a Pep, it certainly pays to 
be in the know. The Peps Survey 
published in this week's Investors 
Chronicle contains all the information 
yon need. 

An essential guide to investment, it 
will help you to understand the ins 
and outs of Peps - which are often 
more involved than they first appear. 

Included in the survey is a round-up 
of the latest Peps on the market and 
up-to-date performance tables. 

You’ll discover how Peps fit into the 
wider issue of personal financial plan- 
ning. Will a Pep meet your investment 
goals, how do they compare to other 



investments and what are 
the rules on tax? 

We also help you in choosing 
a suitable plan - deciding between 
income or growth - assessing the value 
of past performance - differentiating 
between charges, and understanding 
the different types of Peps. 

Single Company Peps, Corporate 
Bond Peps, Unit Trust Peps, 
Investment Trust Peps, Savings 
Schemes, and Self-select Plans. 
Essential reading, before you invest. 

Investors Chronicle, complete 
with Peps Survey is on sale on 26th 
January 1996 from your local 
newsagent. 

Price £2.00. 
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Spy scandal: Security agency 
disowns ‘amateurish’ snooping 


SA minister 


latest victim 


in bugging 


mystery 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 


Someone is bugging, tracking 
and, in general, snooping on 
very important people in South 
Africa. 

Over the past few weeks, the 
country has been rocked by re- 
ports that government ministers 
nave been tracked and senior 
police officers' homes and of- 
fices bogged, James Bond-style, 
with electronic devices attached 
to their telephones, ceilings 
and cam. 

In the latest revelation, the 
Minister for Land Affairs, 
Derek Hanekom, announced 
this week that a sophisticated 
tracking device had been found 
in his official car in November. 
For weeks he kept the thin met- 
al transmitting device in the car 
ashtray, thinking it was an anti- 
theft device. After an aide ex- 
pressed concern he took it to the 
potioe, who identified it as a chip 
capable of transmitting the min- 
ister's movements to" airborne 
surveillance teams. 



Vice-President Mbeki: 
Denies he was involved 


The fact a government min- 
ister and top police officials, in- 
cluding provincial police 
commissioners, were being 
spied os is beyond doubt The 
questions are, who is responsi- 
ble and why? 

Most fingers have been 
pointed at the National Intelli- 
gence Agency (NIA), the new 
internal security body whose ac- 
tivities are under investigation 
by a judicial commissianof in- 
quiry and parliament's intelli- 
gence committee. The NIA 
denies it was responsible for 
bugging the police and tracking 
Mr Hanekom, saying: “'We ... 
would like to think that we, 
when necessary, do it more 
professionally than these obvi- 
ously amateurish efforts.’ 1 


A spokesman, Willem 
Theron. dismissed the reports 
as the machinations of rival se- 
curity organisations who want 
to discredit the agency. “The 
whole thing sounds strange to 
us. Our stated policy is that we 
do not spy on political parties’ 
officials," he said. 

Doubts linger about the NIA 
denials. Perhaps the most dam- 
aging allegations against the 
NIA were made at the weekend 
by a former municipal official 
Werner van Greunen, a former 
secretary to a mayor north of Jo- 
hannesburg, said be was hired 
by the NIA with the knowledge 
of the Deputy President, Thabo 
Mbeki. to spy on National Par- 
ty members m local government 
and report on “unconstitution- 
al activities which threatened 

the government". 

Among those he said he was 
ordered to spy on were Butch 
Breytenbach, brother of a for- 
mer defence minister, Wynand 
Breytenbach. Mr van Greunen 
said his targets were members 
of the the Broederbond, the 
semi-secret conservative society 
of Afrikaner intellectuals. 

Mr Mbeki’s staff denied all 
knowledge of spying opera- 
tions involving Mr van Greunen. 
They said he approached the 
Vice-President volunteering in- 
formation “which implicated 
senior government officials in 
criminal conduct 71 . Because of 
the serious nature of the alle- 

t a tions, Mr Mbeki and the 
afety and Security Minister, 
Sydney Mufamadi, met Mr van 
Greunen. But he had failed to 
back his claims with evidence. 

Mr van Greunen has failed to 
provide proof to support his 
claims. There are suggestions he 
concocted the stoty to deflect 
attention from an investigation 
into financial irregularities. 

Mr van Greunen insists be 
was a spy and Mr Mbeki and Mr 
Mufamadi were aware of his ac- 
tivities. “I am quite confident 
I have spoken the truth and that 
ail the allegations made in my 
affidavit [to the police] can be 
substantiated. " he said. 

Whether or not the NIA was 
asked to spy on National Party 
members, there is evidence of 
unexplained surveillance. Mark 
Shaw, an intelligence expert at 
the South African Institute for 
Defence Policy, said: “The only 
thing you can say for sure is that 
these repons will form the first 
test of the government’s com- 
mitment to oversight of intelli- 
gence activities.” 


Accused president 
wants referendum 


Colombia's President Ernesto 
Samper, under widespread 
pressure to resign for alleged- 
ly accepting cocaine proceeds, 
has called for a referendum on 
whether he should stay in office, 
writes PM Davison. 

The country's woist political 
crisis in years erupted this week 
when Mr Samper's detained for- 
mer campaign manager and 
defence minister, Fernando 
Bolero, broke a long silence and 
said Mr Samper knew the 1994 
campaign was taking millions of 
dollars from the Cali cocaine 
cartel Mr Bolero’s lawyer, Fer- 
nando Londono, went further, 
saying it was Mr Samper who 
solicited the money. 

“Only two people on the 


campaign bad that power, Sam- 
per and Botero, and it wasn’t 
Bolero,” the lawyer said. Mr 
Samper insists the reverse is 
true. In a television interview, 

he said he had confined himself 
to die political side of the cam- 
paign while Mr Botero had 
bandied its administration, 
including finances. 

With the President and his 
former close friend and aide ac- 
cusing each other of lying, it has 

come down to a question of 
which of them the Colombians 
believe. One poU said 62 per 
cent believed Mr Botero while 
20 per cent believed Mr Sam- 
per. In another, 57 per cent of 
Colombians said the President 
should resign. 



APR b itndiblr an kam Isom ft.nnfl m f laflOQ. 16.99b APR u 
irdtUcOO loam from JJDO ra t4JV9. Iflan* f«w liwlme 

p uiww uc excluded. Raies 2 ir corral a u Id'OlWii. A miwi ^■lanDon 
(Jovrardh i ana it ^nibble no icqura- AH (mu* ire oihjeaio stum 
You miur be aged 21 vor 01 orex and Id radpi of * regular income 
This offer is not available in chc luc of Man. 


HamBw Direa Bade, i ■L.mun of HFC Bank pic, an amhorood Lamp! non 
under die Banldac Act 198'. Reentered Office Ninth Screes. Winfdicki. Wiadw, 
BsJnbacSl* 4 TP. De ga i oo d in Ettgfand Ha I II ’Mi 


T HECCDWENDEST^^ 


John 
Grisham 
wins his 
last case 


PEOF 


J ohn Grisham, 
lawyer turned 



Heavenly hosts: Workers dean and repair the dome of the National Cathedral In 
Guatemala City in preparation for the arrival of the Pope on S February 


J lawyer turned best-selling 
author, won his last case on 
Wednesday — at his first trial 
as a defence attorney in seven 
years. The author of 
The Pelican Brief and several 
other novels with legal themes, 
convinced a jury that the 
Illinois Central Raflroad was 
responsible for the 1991 death 
of a brakeman crushed be- 
tween two rail carriages. 

After two hours of deliber- 
ation, the jury awarded Barbara 
King $683^00 (£444,000) in tbe 
death of her husband, John. 
“It’s the biggest verdict I’ve ever 
gotten. Fm tickled to death,” 
said Mr Grisham, who was 
hired by Mrs King before he 
became an international 
bestselling author. 

After, a lottery draw, 25 Gr- 
isham fans got seats for the 
trial in the Lincoln County 
rail town of Brookh avert 

“Some of you may have 
heard of me through my 
books,” Mr Grisham told tbe 
jury. 

“As far as Fm concerned, 
that’s totally irrelevant to any- 
thing we’re doing here.” 

He added: Tm not going to 
ask how many of you have read 
my books. 

“I once asked some high 
school students that, and was 
humiliated.” 





ward kisses on thcchLc.it. 


Mildred Trouillot: A 

distraction for Aristide 


rpio some observers, tbe wed- 
X ding Of Jean-Bertrand 

Aristide and Mildred Thmflkrt 
last weekend was as much a 
political contract as a mantai 
union, with the couple vowuig 
to serve the Haitian people. 

“When you look at tins rmg. 
remember me and remember 
you are an advocate of the peo- 
ple.” the not-so-romantic Pres- 
ident told his bride, a New 
York-born Haitian lawyer, 


during the ceremony. 

Ms Trouillot urged Mr Axis- 
tide to see his ring and “re- 
member that it is better to fad 
with tbe people th an to succeed 
without them, and with the peo- 
ple there is no failure”. 

Many poor Haitians were 
worried that Mr Aristide s 
co mmitm ent to them will wane 
now. 

They reckon that his wife — 
simply a light-skinned for- 
eigner to many — will not un- 
derstand their suffering. 

“This business about di- 


■QernaniTapie isembarldns 

Bonyetaootbcrcan.i.r.T^ 

asr-t^S 

“tender and cruel comufy 
film. Hommes. Fcmmei 

SEmploi. directed by Claude 
bee n asking Tapie to be 

. rt f niv movies for zu 
years/’ Mr Lelpuch told the 
newspaper UF&w- 
an essential quabty for the 
movies: he knows how to be 

convincing. , . . 

Mr Thpie wasn t convincing 
enough to avoid conviction 
last year on corruption charges. 
But Mr Lelouch. who won an 

Oscar for bis 196b film Un 
Homme et Unc Femme, is not 
worried. 

**I bave directed the top ac- 
tore and I am confident-— 
Tapieisafilmstar,; he said. 

Tbe movie, starring Anouk 
Aim&e. is about modern soci- 
ety as the century draws to an 
end, Mr Lelouch said. 

He reckons Mr Tapie is typ- 
ical of the times. 

“He is a man in a hurry in 
an era that is in even more of 

a buny.” ...... 

Tbe filming itself is be mg 
done quicklv. 

Mr Tapie still faces a pnson 
sentence, against which he is 
appealing. 

Maryann Bird 
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THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 



Computer Superstore 


SAVE ElOO 


MULTIMEDIA PC AND COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

PACKARD BELL 905D MULTIMEDIA 


SAVE B £200 ON PORTABLE PCs 

NEW 



► Intel Pentium 75MHz processor. 

► 8Mb RAM. 850Mb hard disk. 

► Quad speed CD-ROM drive, 
stereo soundcard & speakers. 

► Over £1000 worth of software? 


CANON BJC 4000 
►720 DPI resolution. 
►Up to 3 pages per 


►Flexible media 



4860X4 
75MHz processor, 8Mb RAM. 
360Mb hard disk 10.4* dual 
scan colour display. Butterfly 
expandable keyboard. 
MODEL 

IBM THINKPAD 701 DS3 
tadudes leather case. 


Ultra slim 



£2172.55 INC, VAT 


£ 1849 


Was £1599 ex VAT 


486DX4 75Mffc processor. 4Mb RAM 
340MB hard disk. 9-5" mono display. 

2 type II PCMCIA slots, 

Windows 95. 

MODEL- ACER ACERNOTE 7B7i 


SAVE to £200 

ON MULTIMEDIA PCs 


£1761.33 INC. VAT 

i 


£ 1499 



*■ i-l-.V-- a 


486DX2 5ft MHz 


processor, 8Mb RAM. 340Mb 


hard drive. 9.S" dual scan 


MODEL 


HI NOTE ULTRA CS450 


Inclu des PCMCIA Modem 


£2035.08 ISC. VAT £ 1749 


£ 799 


4S6DX47SMH2 processor, 8Mb RAM, 
520Mb hard disk. ia4* dual scan 


colon- display. 2 type □ PCMCIA 
slots, Windows 95. Was £1599 ex VAT 


MODEL 2130CS £164183 BC.OT 




PACKARD 


68LCO40 processor. 8Mb RAM. 500MB 
hard disk. Dual scan colour display. P 4 A 
2 type U PCMCIA stem. Touch pad ** J fcLMM 
pointing device. Was £1599. 

MODEL APPLE POWERBOOK 190c 8176L33 MC. VW 


LASER £299 


PRINTERS 


I50HHt INTEL PENTIUM PROCESSOR. V 
16Mb RAM. L2Gb bard disk 14* SVGA cotour monitor. 

Quad speed multimedia. Pax modem with On-line software. 

Software indaded: 

Windows 95, Lotus SraartSune 
y4. Qujcken. CorriDraw & 
Di saw crware. 

MODEL MS540P150 
PENTIUM 
MULTIMEDIA 


Intel Pentium 75 MHz processor, 

8Mb RAM. 1— Gb hard disk. Quad speed 

CD-ROM drive 
stereo soundcard 
& speakers. 

Fax modem/ 
anaaphooe 
remote controlled 


mm 


communications 
card. Radio card 
Over £1000 of 
softw a r e '. 

Was. £1529 ex VAT. 

MODEL 907C 
MULTIMEDIA 


2399 


PACKARD BELL 


Intel Penihun 133 MHz processor. 

8Mb RAM. 1.2Gb hard diA. Quad speed 
mulumedia. Fax modem/ answerphone. remote controlled 
communications card, radio card. OAAAA 

Over £ 1 OOO worth of software.' tjflQQEX 
Was 2, 199 is VAT Ml VtftfWD 

MODEL 91 IE MULTIMEDIA £246633 MC. VST 



FROM £351.33 INC. VAT 


SOFTWARE - 

OVER 1200 TITLES 


FREE jg 




600x600 DR resolution 


4 pages per minute output 




£ 299 


Demna Win&x Pro V7 

Send/receive/manage femes. Specifically 
designed iw Windows 95. View aD fax and 
email messages in one place. Windows 95 
firuhitaskiag. 'Offer applies when bought 
with any modem. Usually £79 ex VAT 


mEEaassaE±m& a\ 


600 x 600 DR resolution primes'. 
Up to 6 pages per minute output. 
21^ RAM memory enhancement. 


£57.58 INC. VAT 




Cyrix 5x86 lOOMHz processor. 8Mb RAM 

510MB hard disk 14* monitor. fAAAev 

Quad speed Multimedia. Windows 95 

and 8 titles. Ww¥W 

MODEL ACER ACR0S 5x86 £117183 MC. VAT 


Brand new versons of Lotus 123. Lotus 
WORDPRO. Lorn APPROACH lotus 
POWERPOINT and Lotus ORGANISER 
Now enhanced for use with 
Windows 95 (Upgrade). 

Was£199 a VAT MODEL 
SMARTCUms 9SUPCRADE. 


SAVE J\ 

£20 1 


£ 17M 

£2Ul33BIC.W 


Intel TVimuni lon.VJHr 
pmce«w. BMb RAM. 
HMiMb had disk. Quad 
qwd ClUtC iM drive. 
4cn-o jqundcard£ 
spealu-TS. 15" MS monitor. 
Wimbns 96. Wo»fcs. Muncy 
ftSCDutln. 

Was cp-rn%» VAJ 
MODEL AFITVA 2 144941 
MULTIMEDIA 


PowerPC 603 75MHa processor. 
8Mb RAM , 800 Mb hard disk. 
Integrated 15" F5T display. Quad 
speed multimedia. System 75. 
Claris Works 3 and 20 adier titles. 
W» £1299 ex VAT. 

MODEL APPLE 53>X:D 


SAVE ^1 
.£50 


£ 1249« 

CM6ZSI HC.W 


Norton 3 Pack 

Three of the best selling software in the 
Norton range. ‘Norton Ann- Virus. 
•Norton Utilities. • Norton Navigator. 
‘Offer applies when bought wllh any PC. 


SAVE OVER^l 
£140 

Li 


'FREE DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING 
SOFTWARE 
WITH ALL 
LASER PRINTERS 

SH«F PAGE PLUS trow Wglgg OH 3J.) 


£ 89l 


SAVE A\ 

f20 1 


TSSP07at«4T 


£IOL5S«&Wr 


rciifTri.il ” 




£1878.83 INC. VAT 


1599 


Intel Pentium lCCiMH? processor. 
8Mb RAM, 850Mb hard HL«ik. 

14" S\'GA moniicrr. Quad speed 
CD-ROM drive, stereo soundcard 
& speakers, Windows 95, plus 5 
CD titles. Was £1499 raVAT 
MODEL P100 MULTIMEDIA 


SAVE AM 


£ J399w 

£164343 mL W 


DarRttgKnriBBiey 
A ton range of Porting iCnderskv 
muttime^a educational software all 
available at reduced prices. 
Encyclopedia of Nature - Was £42^0. 


.SAVE OVER. 
£10 


®29s 

£3448 WC. W 


SAVE rj\ 
£20 ^ 1 





486DXJ 100MHz processor. 8Mb RAM. ^ 

540Mb hard disk. 14" SVGA tnoiulQT. Qiwd speed CI>ROM. 
stereo soundcard & speakers. P d d A Ag 
Fax modem Windows 95. *1 I 

USUALLY £1199 ex vat. 

MODEL PRESAKJO 71 10 MULTIMEDIA £135048 IK. W 


CLEARANCE 

SPECIALS 


CorelDrew V6. 


The 32 fair Windoire 95 Verson 


of the ultimate 


drawing package. 


Was £349 ot VAT- 

£38648 HC. VAT 



SAVE M 
£30. 1 




100’s OF CLEARANCE AND 

EX-DEMO PRODUCTS AVAILABLE. 

HURRY! LIMITED STOCKS 


SaftRAM 95 

Increase the i^eedofyour PC by Aph 'j 
doubling the R.4M wdioui the need “ 

to lake Ihelidofi your PC. a 

Was £59 ex VAT. £3545 K 


SAVE jd\ 

£25. — 1 


Laser Printer 
600x300 DPI resohitkwv 
Up to 4 pages per minute. 
Microsoft Windows 


Was £329 ex VAT 
MODEL- IBP 460 


£351.33 INC. VAT 
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Poor pay heavy price in China’s brutal hospitals 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

£?, the emergency wing of the 
Peking Children's Hospital, lhe 
ihrec-year-old girl's parents 
loola ?f desperate. They 

wntra^u^k from Yi county in 
central Hebei province. dressed 
ui traditional peasant padded- 
Mtton winter clothes, hoping to 
find a hospital willing to treat 
their daughter for leukaemia. 

Tears rolled down both par- 

tT. K h !. e u S 35 *** explained 
what had happened. A doctor 

planned to check whether the 
girl was strong enough for a 
hone marrow operation. Bui 
even 1 / she was, nothing would 
be done unless the parents pro- 
vided a 20,000 yuan (£1,600) 
deposit, more than 16 times the 
average peasant's earnings in a 
year. "We are only lao bai xing 
[common people]." wept Lhe fa- 
ther. “Where can we find this 
large amount of money?" 

Since they had arrived, the 
family had been staying on a 
construction site, where mi- 
grant workers from their village 
are employed, or in very basic 
hostels. The little girl was so 
weak she could eat only yogurt. 
If an operation was the only 
hope, they would return to 
their village 60 miles away and 
try to borrow the money, the 
parents said. 

The Peking Children's Hos- 
pital is probably the best of its 
kind in.China. But the scene in 
the waiting rooms gives some 
idea of the brutality of China's 
welfare system, even in one of 
the country’s richest cities. 


Human Rights Watch re- 
cently focused on the high 
death rate among orphans and 
abandoned children across Chi- 
na, often through deliberate ne- 
glect. But those horrifying 
statistics are only one aspert of 
China's harsh welfare system. It 
is shocking, but not surprising, 
that abandoned children are left 
to die in orphanages, given the 
way that some sick children who 
do have parents arc dealt with, 
now that treatment is on a pay- 
as-you-go basis. 

Leukaemia is a disease that 
many developing countries can- 
not afford to treaL But on a vis- 
it to the hospital wailing rooms 
there was no difficulty In find- 
ing other routine examples of 
children for whom there is no 
medical safety net. 

A migrant worker from 
Sichuan who bad been I King in 
Peking for several years had 
brought in his five-year-old son, 
who was suffering from pneu- 
monia. The father’s clothes 
were ragged. As the child sat 
slumped on the ground in the 
comer, a medical orderly was 
telling the father he must pay 
110 yuan (£9) for another dose 
of medicine. “Otherwise it is too 
late," she said. The father was 
in despair: “I do not have a 
place to live. Where can 1 gel 
such money?" 

In a rare act of compassion, 
a comfort ably-off Peking fa- 
ther who witnessed the scene 
stepped forward and paid for 
the boy’s injection. The medical 
orderly sneered. “It is useless," 
she said. "It can only support the 
child for a short period. How 



Weighed down: A sick child in hospital in Sichuan. For rural Chinese, medical treatment is an expensive luxury Photograph: Gilles Peres / Magnum 


about tomorrow?’’ She told (he 
boy's father "You should find 
a permanent solution.” 

These examples illustrate the 
two-tiered medical system now 
operating in China. The gaping 


divide is between city and rur- 
al people. The former, attached 
to danwei (work units), are re- 
imbursed, at least in part, for 


enough to work for a bankrupt 
enterprise. China's 900 million 
rural people, by contrast, in- 
cluding millions of migrant 


medical costs by their employ- workers, usually have to pay for 
ers, unless they are unlucky 1 all medical care. 


In their case, the former 
socialist medical system has 
virtually evaporated, while the 
new medical insurance schemes 
that are being tried out cover 
only a tiny minority. 
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Specially trained staff for upgrades, 
configurations and installations. 


Try before you buy with hands on demos 
and advice from our expert staff. 


5,000 computer products, available 
for you to take away today. 


SAVE ?o p £60 ON PERIPHERALS 




EES2E 


Creative Labs Home Muhiinetfia Kit. 
Quad speed drive. 16 bit soundcard 
& aereo speakers. 

Top Microsoft titles. 

Was £299 cdc VAT. 

MODEL: HOME CD KIT. 


SAVE 

£ 20 . 


ES 


NEW 


30 Pin & 72 Pin SIMMS. 

1 Mb. 4Mb parity & non parity 

8 Mb. 16Mb. 

e.g. lfiMb non parity. 

Was £449 ex VAT. 


SAVE 

£50 


US Robotics Sportster VL 
v32bis 14.4 bps fax/ modem, \bice ma2 fa ri E ri es. 

Indudes 
com mumari ons 
programs. Internet 
compatible, 
send /receive email, 
faxes and access 
bulletin boards. 


£116.33 INC. VAT 


£ 99 : 



SAVE 

£50 


Creative Labs Six Speed. 
Fully motorised tray. 

Connects to any IDE interface. 
900 KBPF transfer rate. 
WasfMff£179exVAT. 


All the products and back-up support 
to meet your business needs. 


STORES NATIONWIDE 

0990 464 464 


£175.08 INC. VAT 


£ 149 
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Trust Coioar Flatbed. 

12000 DPI resolution. Single pass 
technology far maximum speed. 
Was £359 ex VAT. 

MODEL- 1200SR 


SAVE 
£60 1 


*299: 

£351.33 BK. WOT 


\mZEZL 


SAVE 


Maxtor. 


Internal fittings. IDE device. 

12 millisecond access time. 


Foil Suing instructions. 

Flail kits. 

Was £2 19 ex VAT. 

£ 199» 

MODEL L0 Gbyte. 

£23383 MC. VAT 


Intel Pentium Overdrives. 
Easy way to upgrade yonr 
exnting 486 PC. 

Choose from either 63M Hz or 
83 MHz models. 

Installs quickly and easily. 


£ _14M 

£1754)6 INC. VAT 


10% OFF ALL BOOKS 
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Ai the Peking Children’s 
Hospital, administrators said 
prices were the same for city or 
rural patients. The hospital 
works at its limits. The 700 beds 
are always full and about 5,000 


people a day from around the 
country come for outpatient 
care. Kit for the Chinese gov- 
ernment to plead lack of re- 
sources in this case seems 
disingenuous. This was a city 
that spent a fortune in a bid for 
the 2000 Olympics, and where 
the party chief is under “inves- 
tigation" over a £24 m corrup- 
tion scandal. 

In China's market economy, 
everything has a price tag. In lhe 
crowded hospital cashiers' 
room, the mother of a five-year- 
old boy recovering from a ton- 
sillectomy was queuing lo pay 
the 1,795 yuan (£144) bill for 
eight days in hospital. The bill 
was broken down in delail: 
Medicine 800 yuan; surgery 
300 yuan; use of a bed 60 yuan; 
heating 300 yuan; nursing care 
35 yuan; and food 300 yuan. The 
mother explained that her ur- 
ban work unit would meet most 
of the bill for medicines but 
nothing else, as it was not an 
emergency. 

This week the government 
organised a briefing to defend 
the country's human rights 
record. Amid talk of judicial 
procedures, and "bostDe" West- 
ern human rigbts groups, Liu 
Hainian, director of the Law 
Institute at the Chinese Acad- 
emy of Soda! Science, admitted 
that “another important as- 
pect" to human rights in China 
was the provision of “soda! in- 
surance". Human rights, he 
said, consisted of the right lo 
social security as well as polit- 
ical rights. “More effort should 
be made to improve human 
rights in China,” be said. 


Seoul blocking 
food for North 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

The efforts of international 
agencies to prevent famine in 
North Korea are being ham- 
pered by the obstructions of 
South Korea’s government, ac- 
cording to Western diplomats 
and UN officials. 

North Korea suffered severe 
floods last summer, which in- 
undated homes and rice fields 
in rural areas. An internation- 
al appeal by the UN’s World 
Food Programme (WFP) has 
drawn a disappointing response, 
generating odySl-5m (£lm) of 
the S8-8ra necessary to feed half 
a million of the most vulnera- 
ble victims through the coldest 
part of the winter. 

Widespread malnutrition 
among pregnant women and 
young children threatens to es- 
calate into a famine affecting 
more than 25 million children 
and pregnant mothers, accord- 
ing to H'evor Page, the WFP’s 
country director for North 
Korea. 

"The government here sur- 
prised the world by asking for 
assistance last year,” he said 
in Pyongyang. “They have 
admitted what the problem is. 
We have confirmed what the 
problem is. So where are the 
supplies?" 

In Hawaii yesterday, the US 
assistant secretary of state for 
east Asian affairs, Winston 
Lord, continued talks with his 
counterparts from Tbkyo and 
Seoul in an attempt to answer 
that question. 


A food crisis has serious se- 
curity implications for an eco- 
nomically flailing Stalinist 
country with a million-strong 
army massed near the border 
with its rich southern neighbour. 
The US has said that it is will- 
ing to provide aid beyond the 
$225,000 committed last year. 
Japan has remained cautious, al- 
though the government wishes 
to establish full diplomatic re- 
lations with Pyongyang. 

The obstruction is the Seoul 
government, which repeated 
its position yesterday. “The 
government considers it difficult 
to extend any aid to North Ko- 
rea as tong as the North refus- 
es to resume an official dialogue 
with the South and keeps up an 
antagonistic stance," said the 
Prime Minister, Lee Soo Sung. 

Officials from a third coun- 
try, Seoul insists, must verify the 
severity of the rice shortage, and 
ensure aid does not reach the 
armed forces, which are be- 
lieved to have large stockpiles. 

Seoul has good reasons for 
caution. The government of 
President Kim Young Sam was 
humiliated last year when the 
crew of a South Korean ship 
tarrying part of a 150, 000-ton 
rice donation were forced to fly 
a North Korean flag, and ac- 
cused of spying. 

But foreign observers suspect 
a more practical reason for 
South Korea's stubbornness. 
In April, President Kim’s par- 
ty faces testing parliamentary 
elections. A tough line against 
the North is considered a solid 
vote-winner. 



German scientist fed atomic aid to Iraq 

Vienna — A German nuclear scientist supplied President Sad- 
dam Hussein of Iraq with key details on uranium enrichment, 
centra] to Baghdad's secret attempt to build a nuclear bomb, an 
official of the International Atomic Energy Agency said. The Link- 
ed Nations agency uncovered fresh information about the Ger- 
man, who was not named, while studying papers yielded by the 
Iraqis following the defection of Hussein Kamel Hassam. a son- 
in-law of President Saddam, to Jordan last August. Reiner 

Ten-year-old pregnant runaway found 

Houston — Police have found Cindy Garcia, a 10-year-old run- 
away who is eight-and-a-half months pregnant, and her boyfriend, 
Pedro Sotelo, 22, in a OaL Miss Garcia fled from a youth home 
on Sunday. She was being held in protective custody and Mr Sote- 
lo was arrested on a charge of aggravated sexual assault. AP 

Muslim Brotherhood set to enter politics 

Cairo — Members of the Muslim Brotherhood. Egypt’s largest 
fundamentalist organisation, have applied for permission to launch 
a political party, lhe brotherhood's new leader said. The party, 
which has 74 founding members, plans to call itself the Wasal 
(Centre) Party. Reuter 

Cousteau’s ‘Calypso’ back from the deep 

Singapore — Jacques Cousteau's research vessel Calypso, which 
sank after being hit by a barge, was dragged from the murky wa- 
ters off Singapore on Thursday for repairs at a loot! shipyard. 
The Calypso tipped over and sank on 8 January. Cousteau plans 
to replace the ship with a new, state-of-the-art vessel that is under 
construction in France. Reuter 

Bahrain arrests more dissidents 

Manama — Bahrain said it has arrested another group of pro- 
testers in a widespread crackdown on anti-government activities, 
and is now holding 544 dissidents. An interior ministry statement 
said they were being held in connection with alleged sabotage 
and riots in several Shia Muslim villages. Reuter 

Saudi king well enough to appear on TV 

Dubai — King Fahd of Saudi Arabia appeared on television for 
the first time since handing over power to his brother. Crown Princ-' 
Abdullah, on 1 January. Saudi Television showed the bin-’ who 
suffered a stroke in November, receiving senior member^ 
royal family. &.u‘cr 
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Wilfred Stiff 


Though Wilfred Stiff worked in 
a range of managerial posi- 
tions within the classical music 
business over a period of more 
than 40 years, it is possibly his 
Bret achievement that will be 
remembered longest. 

Fresh from active, often dan- 
gerous service with the Navy 
during the Second World War. 
he became secretary of the Liv- 
erpool Philharmonic Society in 

1945. This brought responsibility 
as general manager for a Liv- 
erpool Philharmonic Orchestra 
facing major financial crisis, 
having gone full-time in the un- 
promising climate of 1942. 
when the city was a magnet for 
Emigre London musicians. That 
the Philharmonic became es- 
tablished as one of the leading 
British orchestras (under the di- 
rection of the (ikes of Malcolm 
Sargent and Hugo Rignold) 
had much to do with Stiffs fi- 
nancial acumen, his determi- 
nation that playing standards 
were central to success and, not 
least, bis flair for artistic inno- 
vation. The relish for new ideas 
remained with him all his life. 

Stiff's qualifications for the 
job in Liverpool were on paper 
merely those of many an ama- 
teur music lover. As a boy - ed- 
ucated at Tollington School in 
Muswell Hill north London - 
he was head chorister at Si Al- 
ban the Martyr in High Hoi- 
born. (Here admittedly his 
choirmaster was someone a lit- 
tle out of the ordinary - Regi- 
nald Goodall, later to conduct 
the premiere of Britten's Peter 
Grimes.) Apart from this Stiff 
was an avid concert-goer, a 
Queen's Hall devotee, but no 
sort of musical practitioner. 
The start of his working life was 
humdrum - as a clerk for the 
North Met Power Company. 

War. as for so many who sur- 


vived, broadened horizons and 
toughened sinews - excellent 
preparation for tooth-and-nail 
bathes with the local Liver- 
pool council over funding of the 
orchestra and financial re- 
sponsibility for Philharmonic 
Hall. Stiff was involved in a 
string of innovations, inaugu- 
rating the Industrial Concerts 
which opened doors to new au- 
diences (as I can testify from 
personal experience) and 
putting Prom concerts into a 
boxing stadium. It was Stiff 
who sought for the orchestra the 
J Royal" prefix, which was grant- 
ed shortly after bis departure in 
1956 for new challenges in Lon- 
don. Beyond the Philharmon- 
ic, Stiff had a hand in the 
formation of the Merseyside 
Youth Orchestra (which was to 
nurture Simon Rattle) and in 
bringing Glyn debourne to Liv- 
erpool - a coup which helped 
pave the way for the concept of 
Glyndeboume Touring Opera. 

in London Stiff took the fu- 
ture in his own hands. Public re- 
lations in the musical field has 
a much longer history than we 
tend to assume, but Stiff was 
nonetheless among the new 
breed who saw how important 
PR would be in the developing 
world of communications, 
forming Wilfred Stiff Ltd, which 
over 10 yeans handled the me- 
dia profiles of the likes of the 
pianist Gina Bachauer, the 
London Symphony Orchestra 
and the inimitable Tom Lehrer. 
For three years from 1968 he 
stepped back into the manage- 
ment of a performing arts 
organisation, becoming ad- 
ministrative director of the then 
London Festival Ballet Once 
again he rescued a sinking ship, 
balancing the books and dou- 
bting audiences, but ultimately 
he derided the world of ballet 


held less appeal than the 
music itself. 

A chance meeting at a din- 
ner party with a director of the 
London Management agency - 
which represented a string of 
top actors - brought Stiff into 
the field of concert artist man- 
agement, where he was to re- 
main until retirement in the 
mid-1980s. Having developed a 
classical music wing to London 
Management through the sim- 
ple expedient of buying up an 
existing music agency, foe Wil- 
frid van Wyck office, Stiff then 
proposed acquiring Ibbs & 
Tfllett, one of the legendary 
names in classical music artist 
management When the deal 
fell through at the very last mo- 
ment, Stiff had already moved 
into Ibbs and TilleLt's offices at 
124 Wigmore Street So there 
he stayed, invited to become a 
company director by Emmie 
TUIett, widow of the firm's co- 
founder and one of the world's 
best-known managers. 

This was a crucial time for the 
agency. A failure to move with 
the times was leading to haem- 
orrhaging of staff and of musi- 
cians. When Mrs TUIett handed 
over the business to Stiff in the 
late 1970s, he presided over a 
dramatic turn-round in man- 
agement style which, if not re- 
capturing past glories, made a 
rebuilding process possible. 
Even so, selling artists in the 
modem, furiously competitive 
fashion wasn't exactly Stiffs 
style. He believed that the mu- 
sical grapevine would see justice 
done. Ever the diplomat, he was 
at his best as a solicitous min- 
der looking after, in his suave 
way, the needs of established in- 
ternational artists such as EmD 
GOels. Clifford Curzon. Dietrich 
Fischer-Dieskau and the 
Amadeus String Quartet 



Stiff (right), administrative director of the London Festival Ballet, with Vassflle TnuxrfT, ballet master 
and Beryl Grey, artistic director; on the company's departure for Czechoslovakia, 1969 


It was a shock to Stiff when 
the firm collapsed (amid an all- 
too-public controversy over 
alleged financial mismanage- 
ment) four years after he bad 
retired and handed over the 
reins. That retirement was 
dizzyingly active, whether it 
meant continuing to serve on 
the board of Trinity College of 
Music, supervising the devel- 
opment of facilities at the Eal- 
ing tennis club, dipping his toe 
in local constituency politics or 
chairing the board of governors 


at Brentside High School. Ten- 
nis and swimming were great 
passions, the former always 
prompting animated conversa- 
tion and punditry. While not 
qualifying as a true raconteur, 
he was one of the great talkers, 
as I learnt early in 1978 when 
he phoned the shop where I was 
working with the offer of a job. 
Almost immediately the phone 
went dead and 1 returned to my 
tasks, expecting a call back. 
Several minutes later none had 
arrived so enquiries were made 


with the switchboard. After 
further delay I was reconnect- 
ed. Stiff was still talking, 
oblivious of any interruption. 

Wilfred Stiff is survived by his 
wife and tennis-companion, the 
delightfully dry and wistful 
Susan, and three children. 

Andrew Green 


Wilfred Charles Stiff, music man- 
ager bom London 30 November 
1918; married 1949 Susan Gill 
(two sons , one daughter); died 
London 15 January 1996. 


Maj-Gen Ashton Wade 


Ashton Wade's life and career 
covered most of the 20th cen- 
tury and tremendous develop- 
ments in the technology of 
telecommunications. One of 
the founder members of Roy- 
al Signals in 1921, he went on 
lo become the senior planning 
engineer to the Independent 
Television Authority in the years 
1954-60, at a time of rapid 
change. 

In 1915, with the Great War 
in progress, his eyes were 
opened to the enormous future 
of electrical communication by 
his uncle Sir Capel Holden, a 
Gunner Brigadier and a Fellow 
of Ibe Royal Society. He came 
to Royal Signals from the Roy- 
al Artillery, which he had joined 
in 1916 (being seconded to the 
Royal Engineers from 1918 to 
1921). The war extended into 
1919 and took the young Wade 
to Ypres, where he was wound- 
ed, Caporeuo and the Italian 
campaign, when he was 
awarded an MC, and to Russia. 

In 1920 he was offered a 
place at Cambridge. Due to the 
efforts of Professor FJ.M. Strat- 
ton. an outstanding wartime 
Chief Signal Officer, the War 
Office had agreed that gradu- 
ate training be provided to en- 
sure that military engineering 


advance in step with civil engi- 
neering; Wade took a First. He 
spent the remainder of the 
Twenties helping to build the 
reputation of the new corps. He 
moved to Catterick Camp, 
which became the home of 
Royal Signals in 1925, to instruct 
the Young Officer entry, and 
lived to see tbe handing over of 
the military garden city to the 
Infantry 70 years later. 

After working for what be- 
came the Royal Engineer and 
Signals Board on research and 
design of equipment, Wade 
won a vacancy on the 1934 
Staff College course at 
Camberley (fellow entrants in- 
cluded the geologist Ralph Bag- 
nold), followed by staff 
appointments in India at GHQ 
in Simla, in Karachi, where 
much time was spent helping 
the victims of the great Quetta 
earthquake, and eventually in 
Quetta itself. It was always his 
regret that he did not spend 
more time in a regiment with In- 
dian soldiers and thereby be- 
come more familiar with their 
language and customs. 

Returning to England in ear- 
ly 1940 Wade was soon posted 
to France, where he look part 
in operations before being evac- 
uated from Dunkirk. He was 



Wade: *a fife on the Gne’ 

then informed that he would get 
no further Signals appoint- 
ments; trained staff officers 
were in short supply. 

The 2nd Division, which he 
joined as senior administrative 
officer, sailed for Egypt in April 
1942. However events in Bur- 
ma caused the ship to be 
diverted at Cape Town for Bom- 
bay. Whde was ordered to GHQ 
Delhi and promoted from 
colonel to major-general - one 
of the very few major-generals 
who never held the rank of 
brigadier. He dealt with all 
matters relating to British for- 
mations and soldiers then pour- 
ing into the theatre, and in 


September 1944 moved to 
Madras in charge of the im- 
mense development of facilities 
for the invasion of Malaya, 
when formations freed from tbe 
war in Europe would arrive to 
help defeat the Japanese. 

Much has been told of the 
preparations for D-Day in Eng- 
land, but because of the atom 
bomb and the enemy surrender 
similar work in India never re- 
ceives attention. A further prob- 
lem related to RAPWL the 
returned allied prisoners of war 
and internees, many thousands 
of whom were shipped into 
Madras. 

The end of the war brought 
much political activity directed 
at the early realisation of self- 
government in India. The dif- 
ferent approach of Congress 
and the Muslim League flashed 
warning of interna) troubles. 
Early in 1946 Wide was recalled 
to Delhi to plan and run an all- 
India internal defence exercise 
and I was borrowed from the In- 
dian Airborne Division as his 
Signals Staff Officer. The task 
was immense and the time 
short. If there were any fears of 
failure they were soon dispelled 
by discussion with our leader. 
He was confident, clear- 
beaded and calm, leaving his 


staff to cany out their own func- 
tions. Plainly his reputation re- 
mained high at GHQ in New 
Delhi as he was called up there 
to serve on the Indian 
Armed Forces Nationalisation 
Committee. 

In a final year overseas as 
GOC Malaya, he faced many 
problems in a country that had 
suffered seven years of enemy 
occupation and was witnessing 
the growth of activities of Chi- 
nese Communist guerrillas. The 
'‘emergency" which was to last 
for 12 years had started 

On his return to England in 
mid-1948 Wide was told that he 
was to be placed on the retired 
list. He was 50 years old, prime 
time for senior management, 
and he was out of a job. After 
three dismal months of job- 
h unting a temporary military ap- 
pointment as Chairman of the 
Review of War Crime Sen- 
tences (Europe) Board came his 
way, followed by a second at the 
trial of the Nazi Field Marshal 
Erich von Manstein, which gave 
him work until the end of 1950. 

At this point fortune smiled. 
The Post Office asked the War 
Office to find a retired Signals 
officer to fill the appointment 
of Telecommunications Attache 
at Washington. Ashton Wade 


was approached. He worked in 
the British Embassy for six 
years at a time of rapid devel- 
opment in telecommunications; 
he also learned a great deal 
about independent television or- 
ganisations. Back home this 
knowledge led to employment 
as senior planning engineer of 
the ITA for six years, followed 
by his appointment as regional 
officer with Anglia TV ( 1960 - 
64) and at tire Inter-University 
Research.^ Unit, Cambridge 

^^^kfor-^WRVS till he 
was 77 and then for his wife’s 
family firm took him into his late 
eighties and gave him time 
thereafter to write an autobi- 
ography, A Life on the Line 
(1988). 

David HorsfieW 

Douglas Ashton Lqfft Wade, sol- 
dier and engineer bom Saffron 
Walden 13 March 1898; MC 
1918; OBE 1941; CB 1946; 
Telecommunications Attach £, 
British Embassy, Washington 
1954-60; Senior Planning Engi- 
neer, ITA 1954-60; Regional Of- 
ficer. ,4ng/ia. ITA 1960-64; 
married 1926 Heather Bulmer 
(died 1968; one daughter), 1972 
Cynthia Holliday (nCe Alien); 
died Norwich 14 January 1996. 


Professor Sir Harold Bailey 


I think the origin of that 

Cossack-like costume of Pro- 

fessor Sir Harold Bailey's was 

slightly more romantic than 

described by Alan Rush [obit- 

uary, 12 January], writes 

Professor Jake M. Hancock. 

Bailey had long had a special 


interest in the Ossetic lan- 
guages, possibly because of 
their similarity to some Persian 
languages. During the Second 
World Wit there was a prison- 
er who bad deserted from the 
Red Array to the Germans and 
bad then been captured by the 


British, and it was thought that 
he might be able to give useful 
information if only somebody 
could understand him. That 
somebody was Bailey, because 
the prisoner came from one of 
the Osset republics. 

When Bailey attended the 


celebrations of Rustaveli 
(“Georgian was one of my 
bobbies when I was a young- 
ster"), he took tbe opportuni- 
ty to visit Ossetia. There was no 
university there but he intro- 
duced himself to the principal 
of the local equivalent of a 


Hochscfude. They accepted his 
offer to lecture on a Western 
view of Osset literature, deliv- 
ered in Lbe local variety of 
Osset. 

His astonished audience, for 
it must have been like a Japan- 
ese lecturing on Wrish literature 


in Welsh, arranged for this lo- 
cal costume to be made for him. 
When the Fellows of Queens' 
College commissioned a por- 
trait of him. it was Bailey's 
own request that be be por- 
trayed wearing his Osset 
costume. 
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while having three children m 
as many years - anotherexam- 
ple of her efficiency. In 1955 the 
Elwells returned to base Asm 
had her fourth child andonty 
left MI5 to join the seoei bram- 
ctuld of the Foreign Office, toe 
Information Research Depart- 
ment (ERD), which despite its 
catch-all title was in fact dedi- 
cated to ending Communism by 
any means. She made several 
trips for the IRD to tbe Middle 
East, her allotted territory- Al- 
though she retired officially in 
the late 1970s, people like her 

never really let go and from tone 

to time she was asked for her 
expert opinion of, and/or to 
write, special reports. 

rtf 111 


may well be envious of her 
achievements might take note 
of the many talents that led Ann 
Ehvell into the world of Intel- 
ligence. Tb start with, both her 
parents, Dr Robert Glass (a GP) 
and Eileen Smartt, were deter- 
mined that their only child 
should be well educated, an ac- 
complished linguist and a keen 
follower of the arts. To this end 
she went to Miss Rumce’s (lat- 
er Miss Lambert’s) school in 
Bayswater, west London, be- 
came fluent in French and Ger- 
man, took School Certificate (a 
cross between today’s GCSEs 
and A levels) at the age of 14, 
and visited pre-war Germany, 
where her German was so good 
that when she found herself 
alone in a hotel lift with a Ger- 
man, he admonished her for 
consorting with “those terrible 
English people" - her parents. 

As a precocious 15-yeax-old, 
she was sent to Florence to the 
Misses Lestrange’s famed fin- 
ishing school to combine learn- 
ing fluent Italian with art tours 
and more than a dash of social 
high-life. Back in London she 
attended the Monkey Club in 
Pont Street to be taught the do- 
mestic arts, the rudiments of 
typing, and how to behave in 
“Society 1 * ". Somewhere along 
the line she added Spanish to 
her repertoire of languages. 
This somewhat rushed pro- 
gramme was finished off with a 
brief foray into acting at the 
Webber-Douglas drama school 
Her mother then decided that 
her 16-year-old daughter should 
be a debutante; she came out at 
what was to be the last of the 
London seasons, in 1939. 

I was an exact contemporary 
of Ann Glass's, going to the 
same children’s parties and 
dancing school At one of Va- 
cani's annual dancing matinees 
at tbe Hippodrome Theatre, I 
have a vivid memory of her in 
a smart drum majorette’s uni- 
form as leader of the Ruritan- 
ian Guard, while I had to settle 
for a pantomime dame’s outfit 
as mother-in-law of the Prince, 
arriving on stage in a magnifi- 
cent limousine of a pedal car 
(courtesy of Harrod's children’s 
hairdressing department). 

In 1940 we were both, aged 
18, inducted into ML5 as tem- 
porary wartime staff. Glass was 
recruited by Brigadier “Jasper" 
Harker, the Deputy Director- 
General. who had met her at a 
party. (Glass and a colleague 
were later responsible for in- 
troducing Michael Hanley to 
MI5 who became Director- 
General in 1972.) I took the less- 
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metal-tread stairs. Ann Glass 

was soon transferred with _ a 
large section of the office to 
more elegant quarters at 
Blenheim Palace. Unlike most 
of the female staff, 
commodated in makeshift dor- 
mitories at Keble CoUege^he 

installed herself at the Mitre in 
Oxford, until her social contacts 
led to the Duchess of Mart- 
bo roughs insisting that she ave 
in the private part of the P 3 * **# 
as the duchess considered it 
quite unsuitable for her to Kve 
unchaperoned in a hotel- 
Before long the remainder of 
MI5 moved to anewiy acquired 
building in St James’s Street, 
with no regrets at leaving the 
musty cells that had acted as 

scratch offices. After some time 

Glass returned to the London 
base. It was then that, with her 



Officer material: Swell in 1939 


fluent Italian, she landed a 
marvellous “job" which made 
me (the aspiring film director) 
green with envy. She was given 
reave, at twice her salary, to be 
“secretary" (unofficial “watch- 
er" ) to Filippo del Giudice, the 
Italian film director who was 
acting as art director an the film 
Noel Coward was making at 
Denham, In Which We Serve. 
Coward had insisted that del 
Giudice be released from in- 
ternment as an enemy alien for 
this job. Glass did so well that 
before long she was writing 
scripts and, as she thought, ott 
her way to a career in film-, 
making. It was not to be, for the 
Italian was “cleared" and no 
longer needed a watcher. 

At the end of the war not 
many of the temporary female 
staff opted to stay on at the War 
Office bat Glass was obviously 
officer material and did so, 
spending much time abroad. 
Meanwhile, her memorably 
sexy, deep bass voice grew ever 
huskier, making Marlene Diet- 
rich sound like a near-soprano. 

Ann Ehvell was highly intel- 
ligent but she was also funny 
and witty, an expert retailer of 
gossip, fundamentally kind, 
equally adept at dressmaking or 
making jam and demonstrably 
a good wife and mother. I don’t 
know anyone who combines 
all these qualities, or indeed 
anyone remotely like her. 

Marie- JaqireUne Lancaster 

Ann Catherine Glass, intelli- 
gence officer bom London 16 
June 2922; married 1950 Chartes 
Ehvell (two sms. two daughters); 
died London 12 January 1996. 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

* 

DEATHS 

N1CHOI& Kenneth John Hcasiey. 
On 24 januaiy. peacefully at Kipg Ed- 
ward V|l Hospital for O Ulcers. 
Beloved husband of Pamela and 
dearly loved lather, grandtatber and 
irk ad. Private family funeral. Thanks- 
giving serrier lo be announced laier. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

DUFR Aseivfce of thanksgiving, for lie 
life of Marv Geraldine Duff wfll be 
held at Great St Mary's Church, 
Cambridge, on Saturday 13 April at 
llJUam. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions. Marriages, Deaths. Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries. In 
Memorlam'i should be scat in writing 
to the Gazette Editor, The Independent 
l Canada Square, Canaiy Wharf. Lon- 
don Eli SDL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-bonr answering machine 
0171*293 2012) or fluted to 0171-293 
2010, and are charged at £&f0 a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements (notices, fimetwos. fijcth- 
coming murages, Marriages) must be 
submitted in writing tor taxed) and arc 
charged at £10 a line, VAT extra. 


royal engagements 
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vrighi *• Cnmlunl Mifl. 

Changing of the Guard 

IV. Hae**-'!"* 1 * 5 * * * Cnrinr Movniinl Ronmenl 
m*ait 5 (hr Queen* toe CuaiJoi Hem Conk, 
1 1 we 70nnp«n\ t'otdsnran Guardi m'juius thr 
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Birthdays 

Mr Ronald Allison, journalist and 
broadcaster. b4; Mr Michael Benline, 
humorist and writer, 74; Admiral 
Sir Desmond Cassidi, former 
ComroandeT-in-Chief, Naval Home 
Command, 71: Mr Timothy Clifford, 
Director, National Galleries ot Scot- 
land, 50, Mi Martin Dunn. Editor- 
in-chief, the New York Daily News, 41; 
Mr Jules Feiffei, playwright and 
cartoonist. 67; Mr Stephane Grap- 
pelli. jazz violinist, SS; Mr Christo- 
pher Hampton, playwright. 50; Mr 
Kim Hughes, cricketer, 42; The 
Right Rev David Jenkins, former 
Bishop ol Durham, 7 1; Miss Eartha 
Kin. anger, 68; Mr Simon Langdale. 
former Headmaster, Shrewsbury 
School. 59; Miss Joan Leslie, actress, 
71; Mr Paid Newman, actor, 71; Miss 
Veronica Owen, former Head- 
mistress, Malvern Girts* College. 
71; Mr Christopher Price. Principal 
Emeritus, Leeds Metropolitan Uni- 
versity, 64; Mr Andrew Ridge ley, 
singer, 33; Mr Anthony Solomons, 
chairman, Singer and HricdlaxKfer, 66; 
Sir Charles Ttdhury. fanner Chair- 
man, Whitbread and Co, 70; Mr Nigd 
Wiimsley, chairman, Carlton UK 
Television, 54. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Claude Adrien Helvetius, 
philosopher and encyclopaedist. 
1715; Ugo fNiccolo) Foscolo, poet, 
1778: Douglas MacAnhur, general, 
1880; Jacqueline du Pre, cellist, 
1945. Deaths: Edward Jcnncr, physi- 
cian. discoverer or vaccination, 1S23: 
Charles George Gordon, general, 
hilled at Khartoum 1SS5; Edward G. 
Robinson ('Emmanuel Gotdenbeig), 
actor, 1973: Nelson Aldrich Rocke- 
feller, statesman, 1979. On this day: 
Sydney. Australia, was founded by 
Governor Arthur Phillip, 1788; Hong 


Kopg became a British sovereign ter- 
ritory, 1841: the Rugby Union was 
founded, 1871; the fast official Boy 
Scout troop - the Fust Glasgow - was 
formed. 1908: Hindi was made the 
official language of India, 1965. To- 
day is Australia Day, Republic Day, 
India and the Feast Day of St Alberie, 
St Conan of Man, St Eystein, St Mar- 
gaiei of Hungary, Si Paula, Si 
Ibcirdgiili or Theorighba of Barking, 
St Timothy and St Tints. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Grant Rogers, 
"Looking Forwards (hr): Cezanne, 
The Painter's Father, Louis-.4ugtiste 
Cezanne''. 1pm. 

Tale Gallery: Lubaina Him id, “Be- 
tween the TVo my Heart is Bal- 
anced", lptn. 

Gresham College. Barnard's fnn 
HaU, London EC1: Professor 
Heather Couper. “Quasars and Ex- 
ploding Galaxies”, lpm. 

Luncheons 
British Council 

Sir John Hanson, Director-General, 
British Council, hosted a luncheon 
yesterday al lhc British CnunciJ. 
London "SWl. in honour of Profes- 
sor S.S. Saidlusimav, Deputy Prime 
Minister. Republic of Lbbelristan. 

Receptions 

HM Government 

Mis Gillian Shepherd MP. Secretary 

of State for Education and Employ- 
ment, welcomed tbe guests at a re- 
ception held yesterday evening at 
Lancaster House. London SWl, in 
honour of the US Fulbrigfat students, 
scholars and fellows in Britain. Mr 
William J. Crowe Jnr, US Ambas- 
sador, also spoke. 


Dinners 

HMS Victory 

Admiral Sir Michael Bqyve, Second 
Sea Lord and CommandCT-in-Cbief 
Naval Home Command hosted a din- 
ner yesterday evening on board the 
flagship HMS Victory, HM Nava) 
Base, Portsmouth. Among those 
present were the Right Rev Francis 
Ufalmsley, Bishop of the Forces, and 
Judge John Sessions, Judge Advocate 
of the Fleet. 

Institute 1 of Physics 
Sir Arnold Wolfendale, President. In- 
stitute of Physics, presided at the In- 
stitute’s Annual Awards Dinner held 
yesterday evening at the 5a vow Ho- 
tel, London Wl. Lord Flowers was 
the principal. guest and speaker. 

Patten makers' Company 
The Duke ofGkmcesier, Patron, ftit- 
tenmokcis' Company, attended the 
Annual Livery Banquet of the Com- 
pany held yesterday evening at the 
Mansion House, London EC4. The 
Duke presented the Paiienmakci*’ 
Company's Young Manager Devel- 
opment Awards for 1996 to Mr RJ. 
Newcombe and Miss White. Mr 
A.D. Miller, Master, presided. The 
Lord Mayor of London, Mr John 
Clials trey, and the Lady Mayoress. 
Mrs Chal&lrey, were also present. 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the fallowing. Sabbath 
begins ui London at 424pm. 

United Synagogues: 0171-387 4300. 
Federation of Synagogues: 0181-202 
2263. Union of Liberal and Progrcsshe 
Synagogues: 0171-580 1663. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181-349 
4731. Span®* and Fortnpuse Jem Con- 
gregation: 0171-2892573. New London 
Synagogue (Masord): 0171428 1024. 


Redesigned urn did not breach court order 


LAW REPORT 

4 


26 January 1996 


stantially the same design" or 
“of similar design." The parties 
had clearly chosen their words 


Haddonstone Lid and another * 
Sharp; Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Stuart-Smith, Lord Justice 
Rose, Sir John Balcombc): 

23 January 1996 

An undertaking to the court, 
not to make and sell a product 
“of the same design” as that 
which had infringed someone 
else's copyright, was not 
breached by the design and pro- 
duction of a new product 
which, though strikingly simi- 
lar to the infringing design, was 
not identical to it 

The Court of Appeal by a 
majority (Sir John BaJ combe 
dissenting) allowed an appeal 
by the defendant, David Sharp, 
trading as the David Sharp 
Studios, against the decision of 
Sir John Vinelou as a High 
Court judge, an 5 December 
1994, that he had breached an 
undertaking, recorded in a 
consent order made by Mr 
Justice Millelt on 21 March 
1994, in settlement of an action 
by the plaintiffs, Haddonstonc 
Ltd, for infringement of copy- 
right. The undertaking was not 
to "manufacture, advertise, 
sell, offer or expose for sale or 
distribute any article of recon- 
structed stone of the same de- 
sign" as certain ones illustrated 
in the defendant's brochure. 

The producLs concerned 
were made of reconstituted 


stone, a cement-based compo- 
sition which can be moulded 
but looks, when set, like real 
stone. Architectural and garden 
ornaments can thus be made by 
a casting process at much low- 
er cost loan by carving solid 
stone. The plaintiffs claimed to 
be the exclusive licensee of 
copyrights subsisting in the 
designs of a range of such 
products. 

The defendant admitted all 
the alleged breaches of the 
undertaking save one. This 
concerned a product called 
the Palace Urn, his original ver- 
sion of which had infringed the 
p Lain rife’ Slate Vhse design. Af- 
ter the consent order, the de- 
fendant started to manufacture 
what the judge called the new 
Palace Urn. 

To the uninformed eye, the 
new urn seemed virtually iden- 
tical to the old. But the judge 
accepted the defendant’s evi- 
dence lhai, after the consent or- 
der. he had looked through old 
Sotheby's catalogues of 19th- 
century antique garden furni- 
ture and had found a metal urn, 
front a scaled-up drawing of 
which he had created a new 
mould. He produced pho- 
tographs showing the whole 


process, which he said took 200 
hours. 

It was not disputed that the 
defendant was entitled to man- 
ufacture an uni within the gen- 
eral category of the Palace 
Urn, which was a recognisable 
and common garden orna- 
ment, featuring a campanula- 
shaped bowl with a curved 
decorated rim. a central frieze, 
handles on each side, a 
lozenged base to the bowl and 
fluted supports. No one or 
combination of these features 
could be said to be unique fea- 
tures of tbe plaintiffs' version. 

The question, which the 
judge answered in toe affir- 
mative, was whether the de- 
fendant had gone further and 
produced a design which com- 
bined so many of the plaintife’ 
features that it could be said 
to be in substance the sam e 
design. 

Michael Hicks (Warren JLAlkn, Not- 
tingham) for the defendant; lain 
Purvis [Shoosmiths & Harrison, 
Northampton f far ihe plaintiffs 

lord Justice Stuart-Smith said 
that the key words of the un- 
dertaking were “of toe 
design as". They were not, as 
they could have been, “of sub- 


carefully. 

The new Palace Urn was not 
the same as the old Palace Urn, 
and conseouentiywasnot of the 
same design. This accorded 
with what appeared to be the 
intention of the parties as ex- 
pressed in the order. The 
undertaking was tb stop die de- 
fendant producing arm selling 
those particular articles ad- 
vertised in his brochure, which 
were produced from existing 
moulds. 

It was irrelevant that the de- 
fendant had adopted features 
which resembled but were nol 
identical to the old Palace Urn, 
such as the egg-and-dart round 
the rim, rather than smaller 
medallions; a similar frieze 
motif and similar handles. The 
number of eggs and darts was 
not the same and the top was 
beaded and not plain. 

The judge adopted the 
wrong test m asking himself 
whether the ordinary man in 
the street would differentiate 
between them. This was not a 
passing off action or infringe- 
ment of a registered design. If 
the plaintiffs had wished to ex- 
tend the scope of the under- 
taking they could have done so. 

Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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All the president’s ladies 

'“The term "First Lade" was office Lody Bird Johnson • 

1 coined bv the media (l‘>12- ) *” d ber ntisband 


around hie time that Jackie 
Kennedy reigned ir. the 
While Mouse. It is not an 
official position and has no 
constiiulkma! rights. The role 
has been shaped by die 5b 
women who have occupied it 
since ! 1K\K It became publicly 
acknowledged as a vole of 
substance titter the Second 
World War. But the First 

influential long before that. 

The first First Lady of 
influence was probably Abi- 
gail Adams, wife of the sec- 
ond president. John Adams. 
Her private letters detail her 
si rung views ort women's 
rights, lor instance. Nine- 
teen;!' century Was rung von 
saw some famously yehicumi 
First Ladies: Jane Pierce, for 
instance, prayed her husband 
wot? Id lose the election. 

Helen Tail in the early twen- 
tieth century epitomised the 
ambitious wife. Her husband 
v. an red ro be a Supreme 
Court judge but her desire to 
live in the White House 
drove him into politics. 

It was Eleanor 

-"i S65 j who fun- W A 

o.-jnte.ni.-.'h ► 


office Lady Bird Johnson • 

■ j ci t y - ) at'.d her husband 
London built a substantia: 
fortune from investments tn 
i i,-oadc; st m g. Ren i a . kn b !y 
their dealings hardly had a 

political cost for them. 

•.) , i 1 an _ t nivs'i 

i ci! iV.uC, 1 I i •- ■ - - -- 1 

pc: fecied an image as a ste ad- 
fast and silent wife, and tried 
to keep out of the public eye 
as runouts spread about her 
problems wit It JnnK and or eg 
abuse. Nixon, dedicated one 
of ids books "To Pat. who aA ; • 
ran". Very apt. 

Rosalymi Smith Carter 
i ; 92“ _ ; was .know it as the 
"Sioel Magnolia'' for her mix- 
ture of southern "charm'' and 
relentless nmbirion. Jimmy 
Carter said she was "an 
almost ectut-u cMcnsicm of 
mvself'. She sat in on Cabi- 
net meetings and was given a 

role its roving ambassador. In 
the P-lSOs Nancy Reagan • 

( Iv2 i - i was credited with 
raising the job to that of 

was best known 

for her spending on While 
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pertec t wife. Site ' * 

promoted her personal 
agenda of arts, history nnci 
style. Her 'tote behaviour <U 
JFK's funeral enhanced her 
public standing, but she 
'hocked t be world and diaup- 
poimed many by marrying 
Aristotle Onassis. the Greek 
shipping magnate ir. 1065 . 

Despite holding public 


her law exams. Sabina 
Forbes, wife of millionaire 
publisher Steve Forbes, is an 
elusive figure: she could he 
the Fat Xivon reluctant repo, 
or just tljo painfully shy but 
well motivated Ros Carter 
type. A homemaker. she has 
been married to Steve lor 24 
years and has five daughters. 
She manages the famib farm • 
where rbey breed cwnle. She 
is unlikely to like Washington 
much. 

Tiffanie Darke 



Kill me 
again, please 

I'd thought that Judge Axgyle, 
he of the Oz Trial and many 
subsequent controversies, had 
lost the power to shock. But a 
letter from His Honour to his 
local paper. The Newark Adver- 
tiser, proves me wrong. 

Reminiscing about his late 
father, a distinguished solicitor, 
he mentions, en passant, that 
the old boy. who had a fear of 
being buried alive in his coffin, 
ordered his four sons to plunge 
a long, sharp knife into Sis 
dead body. 

He says the receot case of 
the woman found alive in a 
hospital mortuary reminded 
him of his father’s death in 



Judge Argyfe: no last wish 


1965. “He served through both 
world wars seeing a lot of 
action. A man not easily 
alarmed or frightened, he had 
a horror, based on his experi- 
ence, of being buried alive. 
[He witnessed] the reopening 
of a coffin to reveal the tom 
nails and bloodstained fingers 
and the scratch marks on the 
wood inside; the fete of soldiers 

avalanche of earth caused by 
heavy gunfire; the fete of Royal 
Navy and merchant navy crews 
in ships or submarines sent to 
the bottom. 

“All these caused him to 
order his four sons, of whom 1 
was the eldest, to plunge a 
long, sharp knife into his dead 
body-.” 

A request no dutiful son 
with a flourishing career at the 
Old Bailey could ignore. But, 

unable to ^ow^s father's 
last wishes. The undertaker 
had nailed down the lid of the 
coffin. 


Dark days 

Good to see that the West End 
will soon be graced by two 
femoos titles. VKffisHalTs 1959 
army-based play The Long And 
The Short And The Tall has jast 
opened at the Brixton Shaw 


Theatre, and is to transfer to 
the West End. And Simon Cal- 
low is directing a new musical 
version of the French classic 
film Les Enfants Du PartuBs at 
the Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany next week. The film ran 
for a da Piling three hours 40 
minutes. Callow's expensive 
production is docking up four- 
and-a-half hours at the first 
previews. One exhausted 
th ea tre-goer tells me that 
emerging into the dark, silent 
streets around the Baxhican a 
few minutes before midnight, 
with the last train chugging 
away ™ the distance, was in 
itself a piece of Theatre of 
Mi 


Polite knock 

It strikes me that the media’s 
current fascination with a cer- 
tain seven words - namely 
those allegedly said by the 
Princess of Wales to Tiggy 



Serena Unley; off the cuff 


Legge-Bourke - is misguided. 
What I would much rather 
know, if we’re talking about 
Royal off-the-cuff remarks, is 
what Viscountess Linley, 
Princess Margaret’s daughter- 
in-law said to Sandra Howard, 
the Home Secretary's wife 
when she crashed her Range 
Rover into Mrs Howard's Ford 
Scorpio the other day during a 
West End shopping trip. 

It is quite clear from a wit- 
ness’s statement that cross 
words were exchanged. (Appar- 
ently Viscountess linley even 
refused to issue Mrs Howard 
with her home address and 
surname (laughably, given the 
status of Mrs Howard’s hus- 
band) “for security reasons". 
Neither chd the ladies recognise 
each other. This reflects credit 
on both of them. Mrs Howard 
clearly doesn’t bother to read 
HeBo! and Viscountess Linley 
doesn’t go to government 
sherry parties. 

“My wife would never be 
rude,” commented Viscount 
Linley afterwards. So bow then 
do we think the conversation 
went? No doubt, “So sorry, 
that you crashed into me” from 
Mrs Howard and “So sorry to 
be such a nuisance” from Vis- 
countess Linley. 


Hair equality 

New Labour; old Labour; theyVe 
all bald to me. At the Spitring 
Image’s production studios the 
22-year-old puppet co-ordina- 
tor on the programme was 


Li'S 
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One of those politicians 

asked to fetch the puppet of 
Arthur ScargQl from tbe store- 
house. “I don't know what 
Arthur ScargQl looks tike,” the 
fortunate young woman told 
producer Giles Pflbrow “You 
can’t miss him,” retorted M- 
brow. “He’s aH old, balding 
left-wing Labour politician with 
a grubby grey suit - he’s in tbe 
third-floor puppet room.” 

The puppet co-ordinator lis- 
tened carefully. Alas, to no 
avail. When she returned she 
was carr ying ... Neil Kinnock. 


Ladies who 
lamb 

No comment: Headline from a 
Department of Health press 
release: “Advice lb Pregnant 
Women During Lambing." 

Eagfe Eyei 



Generation Why 

by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 
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Exclusive Sony 
Sale Offer. 


Tins January sale package 
on Britan's smallest phone is 
exclusively avaiabte by ma2 order 
from Britain’s No.l name in 
telephone shopping. 

So why pay shop prices when 
you can buy CeBphones Direct 
Simply phone us with your 
credit card defaSs to receive your 
phone plus valuable extras in 4 
working days. 


PnCC CONNECTION TO 

rnCC voDAFCNE lo'.vcall „ 

WITH NO TARIFF INCREASES ■* 
GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 


Naotblyi 


PnkRataCrti 

HUc 


OflPnk&fc 


£t5 (£12.77 +VAI) 


50p per oil (4Z.5p+ VH) 


2ty penan (17p+V*D 


Peak times 8.00-19.00 Mon to Fri. 
Mandatory itemised billings charged 
at £1.77 Inc VAT per month. Line rental 
(debited monthly in advance} and airtime 
charges will tie debited to your nominated 
credit/chap or Delta card. Calls chaijpd in 
unte ol 30 seconds after die first minute. 



SONY CM-R 111 K 
PRICE £19.99 
AFTER £10 CASHBACK* 



.99 
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SONY REMOTE 
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Leaving peace 
in the lurch 


TJorty-eighi hours ago, the political 
JO deadlock in Northern Ireland was 
about to to be broken. Senator George 
Mitchell's report outlined six commit- 
ments that would push Sinn Fein irrevo- 
cably into non-violent politics, without the 
IRA immediately handing over its arms. 
The report was widely greeted as a diplo- 
matic masterpiece, requiring everyone to 
compromise a little, but in return sharing 
out the fig leaves for everyone to hide 
behind. It seemed the controversy over 
when the paramilitaries should hand in 
their arms, which has dogged the peace 
process for months, had been resolved. 
All -party talks at last looked possible. The 
tension that had built up over 17 months 
of peace, but with h'ttle progress to a last- 
ing settlement, was set to ease. 

Sadly, that is not how it has turned out. 
Instead, the British and Irish governments 
are at loggerheads. The ugly nationalist- 
Unionist divide - with Dublin on one side 
squaring up to London on the other - has 
re-emerged after a decade of Anglo- 
Irish co-operation. No one can be sure 
how the hardliners within the IRA wQi 
respond. 

The problem is that out of the blue on 
Wednesday John Major (to the surprise 
even of bis counterpart in Dublin) made 
the creation of an elected Northern Ire- 
land assembly the centrepiece of his 
response to Mitchell. That sounds harm- 
less enough, but three previous attempts 
to create such assemblies either turned 
into vehicles for Unionist domination or 
collapsed in sectarian bitterness. As Mr 
Major made his announcement, faith in 
him among nationalists north and south 
of the Irish border evaporated. The Prime 
Minister may feel that nationalists have 


over-reacted but he has to prove their sus- 
picions wrong. 

The Prime Minister may have found a 
clever and as yet unthought of way of get- 
ting talks going, if slightly later than 
expected. By dropping the Government’s 
pre-condition that arms should be decom- 
missioned before tallre can start, be has 
opened the door to Sinn Fein. By accept- 
ing the Unionists’ proposal for an elected 
body, he has made it impossible for them 
to stay away from all-party talks, even if 
these must now be delayed until the sum- 
mer to allow time for elections. 

As yet die role of the proposed assem- 
bly is unclear. Dublin might come round 
to the idea if the elections were simply a 
way to select a group of negotiators rather 
than - as the Unionists would like -an old- 
style assembly dominated by them which 
could take votes on issues of policy. 

But as long as the Prime Minister fails 
to make his intentions clear, Dublin frill 
suspect the worst. The Irish government 
fears that Britain has suddenly lurched 
away from seeing the Anglo-Irish rela- 
tionship as the rock upon which a politi- 
cal settlement will be built. Many nation- 
alists think that Mr Major, mindful of his 
tiny Commons majority, is in the pocket 
of David Trimble, the Ulster Unionist 
leader. They suspect that British initiatives 
are now designed to delay rather than 
enable political progress so that Mr Major 
can cling to power. 

This depressing conclusion may well be 
mistaken given Mr Major's commitment 
to peace in Northern Ireland. But the 
Prime Minister now has a great deal to do 
to convince a large slice of increasingly 
sceptical opinion that he is still acting in 
good faith. 


Teachers’ pay is 
the first lesson 


W e’ve missed the point, it seems. 

Having got worked up about Har- 
riet Hannan’s choice of a secondary 
school for her son we have overlooked 
some fundamental questions. Children's 
education is in trouble long before they 
reach the gates of the local comprehen- 
sive. That is the only conclusion that can 
be drawn from the first test results for 11- 
year-olds published yesterday. Half of 
England's 11-year-olds are failing the 
Government's tests for numeracy and lit- 
eracy, which, for instance, include spelling 
words such as “question" and “gently". 

We should be wary of reading too 
much into these results. Schools will 
become better at preparing children for 
the tests. Even without significant 
changes in the quality of education, the 
lest results may improve considerably 
over time. 

Despite that caveat, the evidence over- 
all is not good. Government inspectors 
have long identified the education of 
seven to 1 1-year-olds as the weak link in 
the school system. Take just one telling 
comparison: research by the National 
Institute for Economic and Social 
Research (NIESR) shows that English 
children are up to two years behind their 
Swiss counterparts in maths in spite of 
spending IS months longer at school. 

The most serious problems lie in the 
nature and content of teaching. An over- 
loaded national curriculum - as the 
Education Secretary, Gillian Shephard, 
yesterday admitted - leaves insufficient 
time for teaching basic skills. She has 
promised to pare it back. But teaching 


methods should change, too. Studies by 
the NTESR show that our more success- 
ful Continental counterparts concen- 
trate on teaching the whole class together 
rather than on individualised or group 
learning. Their emphasis on mental 
arithmetic, repetition and rote learning 
is more successful than allowing children 
to discover mathematical patterns for 
themselves. 

The other crucial factor is the quality 
of teachers and the way they are managed. 
With thousands of qualified teachers 
leaving the profession early every year, 
and a high proportion of those that stay 
on demoralised, it is not surpriang that 
children are not acquiring basic skills. 

Perhaps the Department for Education 
should take a little advice from Adair 
Turner, the director-general of the CBI, 
who yesterday stressed that businesses 
bad to invest in staff and pay them well. 
Successful schools, just like successful 
businesses, need a culture that encourages 
and rewards performance. The only way 
to turn teaching into the high status, well- 
respected profession that schoolchildren 
and parents need is to increase the 
rewards for good teachers and to remove 
those who prove unable to do the job. 

Extra cash for junior schools means 
something else will have to give - possi- 
bly higher education, which could be 
partly funded through a graduate tax. IS 
at the end of this week the only thing that 
everyone is agreed upon is that we should 
improve the quality of education for all our 
children, then rewarding good teachers 
well is the probably the best place to start. 
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‘Why marry an English schoolgirl? She probably can’t even read or write! 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Private provision not needed to defuse the pensions ‘time bomb’ 


From Professor Peter Townsend 
Sir The scaremangering of the 
Anson Report about a pensions 
“time-bomb” (“CaB for action on 
pensions ‘time bomb' ", 24 Jan- 
uary) must be dismissed. The 
Government Actuary and inde- 
pendent researchers have 
demonstrated that henceforth 
Britain will experience a slower 
rate of increase in the elderly 
population than all other mem- 
bers of the EU except Portugal. 

The Department of Social 
Security has had to revise sub- 
stantially downwards its esti- 
mates of rising costs issued only 
two years ago. The Government 
Actuary shows that after the 
introduction of the 1995 Pen- 
sions Act, there will need to be, 
on present assumptions, virtu- 
ally no increase in existing rates 
of contribution to national 
insurance. 

What matters in planning a 
strategy more than the ageing of 
the population is the premature 
retirement of people of active 
employment age, the problem of 
getting more young people into 
work, and the poor opportunities 
for women to get secure employ- 


ment at reasonable rates of pay. 
It is government cuts in the base 
retirement pension and in the 
additional state earnings retire- 
ment pensions scheme which 
have broaght impoverishment to 
pensioners and prospective pen- 
sioners alike and must be stopped. 
Except for top executives British 
levels of pension are already bot- 
tom of the European heap. 

Yet Sir John Anson's commit- 
tee produce recommendations 
that will worsen the already dete- 
riorating situation of many 
elderly and prospective elderly. 
The committee was sponsored by 
the National Association of 
Pension Funds. That is a vested 
interest. Not surprisingly, it pro- 
poses to expand “funding" at 
the expense of pay-as-you-go 
(PAYG) state schemes. 

This will only widen the gap 
already deepening between 
prosperous and poor pensioners, 
and it will increase the vulnera- 
bility of prosperous younger 
groups to catastrophic collapse 
in their own living standards 
because of the exigencies of 
redundancy, unemployment, 
sickness, disability, bereavement 


and premature retirement dur- 
ing their working lives. 

PAYG makes economic sense 
as well as social sense for the 
mass of the population. Higher 
national insurance contributions 
can boost national savings. They 
can provide collective benefits as 
a form of rights to assist the tran- 
sition to work. Risks can be 
pooled at small administrative 
cost Instead of paying through 
the nose for funded schemes, 
with very high administrative 
costs and profits, poor account- 
ability. greater likelihood of 
multinational takeover and rela- 
tively poor coverage for unpre- 
dictable adversities, individuals 
can share the costs and benefits 
of a national scheme, and come 
to see they have a stake in soci- 
ety and not just themselves. That 
is eminently affordable, and ft is 
tragic that the Anson Committee 
foiled to address the evidence. 
Yours etc, 

Peter Townsend 
reritus Professor of 
Pblicy) 

University of Bristol 
Bristol 
24 January 


From MrAvner Offer 
Sin Hamish McRae writes (“Now 
we can see how old age looks”, 24 
January): 

I do not think we trust govern- 
ments sufficiently to gpte them 
more of our money. 

I agree. But do we trust private 
pension providers any more than 
the Government? The recent 
records of some of them are just 
as bad. 

Dependence on the private 
sector is not the same as self- 
reliance. We do not have suffi- 
cient information to select a pri- 
vate provider. Once we make our 
choice, we become its captives. 
And ff government is to guaran- 
tee our private pensions, then we 
are in the hands of government 
once again, and private providers 
have even greater licence to take 
liberties with our money. 

The problem of old age provi- 


sion is even more difficult 
seems. 

Yours sincerely, 

Avner Offer 
Reader in Recent Social 
and Economic History 
Nuffield College 
Oxford 


lanit 


Return to hell? 

From The Rev Derek Motten 
Sin Let the Church decide 
whether there is a hell or not; the 
question is, how to get there? 

Any railway buff knows that, 
to reach the Kingdom of 
Heaven ( Himmelreich station), 
one must take the Hell Valley 
Railway (, HoUentalbahn ) from 
Freiburg in Breisgau in south- 
west Germany. 

I should know: I lived and 
worked for 12 years beyond both 
Heaven and hell, in Hinterzarten 
in the Black Forest. One might 
have had to go through heD to get 
there, but it was a heavenly place 
to be. 

Yours Faithfully, 

Derek. Matten 
Ringmore, Devon 
22 January 

From MrJ. Gwyn Griffiths 
Sir. I was glad to note that sev- 
eral of your contributors have 


welcomed the Church of Eng- 
land’s revised views of hell. Its 
report refers to “appalling the- 
ologies which made God into a 
sadistic monster". 

This is no empty tirade. A 
trenchant example is given by 
Augustine of Hippo, author of 
The City of God. He was able to 
recognise that torment in a fiery 
bell could not last for ever, since 
it was biologically impossible. In 
his City of God (21. 9. 47-6) he 
argued that the problem could be 
solved, since the ability of bodies 
to endure this torment for ever is 
“a miracle of the most omnipo- 
tent Creator". 

Here is a piece of exquisitely 
subtle sadism which is ascribed to 
God himself. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. Gwyn Griffiths 
Department of Classics 
and Ancient History 
University of Wales 
Swansea 
23 January 


From the heart of the scrum, an aria 


Y esterday 1 brought you an extract 
from a new 1 opera about Welsh 
rugby entitled ‘Tristan und Gareth ’. It 
told the story of two boys. Tristan and 
Gareth, who both taste success early 
on in the Welsh Schoolboys XV How- 
ever, they react to success in im dif- 
ferent ways - Tristan determines to 
make rugby his career, white Gareth 
thinks he will just have a good time in 
the bar after the match , making friends 
with everyone. Tristan goes north and 
becomes a star in Rugby League, 
while Gareth goes to the bad and 
becomes a Welsh selector ... Encour- 
aged. f feet disposed to bring you 
another extract from this seminal 
work. 

ACT TWO. Scene one takes us lo a 
meeting of the Welsh Rugby selectors, 
who have gathered in the upstairs 
room of a big pub. the Pont Talbot De 
Luxe Business and Conference Anns. 

The meeting is called to order by 
a man called Bany Davies, who is the 
chairman. 

Barry. All right, lads, have we all got 
a pint? OK. then, down to business. 
There’s only one item on the agenda. 
Ceri: Only one? 

Barry: Yes. How to beat England at 
Twickenham. 

Gary: Blimey, I thought we had dis- 
cussed this before? 
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Barry: We discuss this every time. It 
is business held over. It is a recurring 
item. It is perennial agenda. It is a 
semi-pennanent sore in the Welsh 
psyche. It is a chronic cross we all have 
to bear ... 

Ceri: Come off it, Barry! No need for 
the old Welsh gift of the gab here! The 
English may be impressed by it, but 
it cuts no ice in the valleys. 

Bany: All right, fair enough. But any 
ideas on how to beat England? Or 
anyone, come to that? Just to refresh 
your memory, here are some methods 
we have tried in the past. We tried 
playing Paul Thorbum and Rupert 
Moon ... 

Gary: What was the point of that? 
Barry: Well, the idea was that if we 
played people with such obviously 
English names as Thorburn and 
Moon, the English would challenge 
us to prove that they had any Welsh 
blood, and be totally embarrassed by 


finding that they were indeed 
Welsh. 

Gary: Did it work? 

Barry: No. In fact, the English 
adopted the idea themselves and 
started picking players with Welsh 
names, like Dewi Morris. 

Gary: And Irish names, like Kieran 
Bracken. 

Bany: Right- So, anyone got any ideas 
for saving Wales? 

Ceri: Only the same one as usual. 
(He sings-) 

Cometh the hour, Cometh the man. 
If anyone can save us, 

Jonathan can! 

Jonathan Davies. 

Come back, please! 

We beg of you 
On bended knees! 

(All selectors join in the chorus.) 

O come back to help us, 

Jonathan Davies! 

Don’t walk - we’ll hire 
A iimo from Avis! 

If it’s money you want 
Just name a sum. 

All in used fivers, 

But come back, come. 

For God’s sake come back, 
Jonathan Davies 
- You're the only one 
Who can possibly save us!! 

(They stop singing and all listen. 
There is no answer.) 


Bany: Well il was worth trying. 
Gareth: If 1 may make a suggestion . . . 
Barry: Gareth! What a surprise ! 
You’ve never spoken before. We 
thought you were just here for the 
beer money. 

Gareth: Well, yes, I am, basically, but 
I just wondered if you had thought of 
picking Tristan Jones ... 

Barry: The star of Rugby League? Is 
he Welsh? 

Gareth: Oh, yes -he's an old mate of 
mine. I just thought it might be nice 
if he was drafted into (he side, played 
a blinder, shimmied through for two 
or three tries and then scored the win- 
ning points at Twicke nham with a last- 
minute drop goal. 

Bany- What a great idea. Why didn’t 
we think of it before? 

Ainu: We’ve had lots of great ideas 
before. Barry. It’s just that none of 
them bas ever worked- 
Bany: Well, it’s our last chance. 
Don’t forget that if we come bottom 
again, we could be replaced in the 
home championships by Italy. 

(They all sink into total gloom. The 
ghost of JPR Williams passes by out- 
side the window, openly weeping. ) 

And so on, and so on. Incidentally, this 
would be a VERY cheap opera to put 
on, so if Jeremy Isaacs wants to gel in 
touch, he knows where to find me. 


Unromantic Jane 

From Ms Christine Kenyon Jones 
Sir Rhoda Koenig claims 
(Another View: “Why puritan 
America just loves Jane Austen”, 
23 January) that Austen’s dialogue 
is “free of allusions to such arcana 
as the poetry of Byron”. In fact, 
Anne Elliot and Captain Berwick 
discuss Byron's and Walter Scott’s 
poetry in Persuasion, lightly satiris- 
ing Byron's orientalism as they 
puzzle over the unpronounce- 
abQity of The Giaour. 

As far as I am aware. Scott’s 
and Byron's is the only English 
“Romantic" poetry to be men- 
tioned in the novels. Austen pre- 
ferred the older generations, par- 
ticularly William Cowper, and 
Berwick's partiality for Scott and 
Byron is used to indicate his 
rather shallow sentimentality, 
which leads han to form an attach- 
ment to Louisa Musgrove while 
he is still apparently in deep 
mourning for his previous fiancee. 

Which all goes to show the 
acuteness of Austen's social 
vision, even when applied to mat- 
ters literary. 

Yours faithfully, 

Christine Kenyon Jones 
London, SW4 
23 January 


Bank on it ... 

From MrAlwyn James 
Sin On the first page of your 
round-up of Britain’s private 
banks last week, you claimed 
that Courts was the oldest British 
bank. On the second page, you 
gave its founder date as 1692 and 
that of Hoare & Co as 1672. 

Infect, neither bank is Britain's 
oldest. Although it is difficult to 
determine when a jeweller who did 
a bit of banking on the side 
became a banker who did a bit of 
jewellery on the side, most 
observers agree that Child & Co, 
with business records dating back 
to 1585, was proriding banking ser- 
vices decades before the other two. 
Yours faithfully. 

Alwyn James 

Head of Internal Communications 
The Royal Bank of Scotland 
London. EC1 

23 January 


Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor, and include a daytime 
telephone number. (Fas 0171- 
29? 2056; e-mail: letters^ 
mdepejjdentxo.uk) Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity 


Millennial options 

From Mr William Barras 
Sir: Peter Price (letter, 23 Janu- 
ary) proposes that Greenwich is 
the “only place where the whole 
world could celebrate the millen- 
nium", because it lies on the 0 
degree meridian. I seem to 
remember from Graham Swift's 
Watcriand that another town lies 
on the same line. Why not forget 
both Bir mingham and Green- 
wich and hold the exhibition in 
Cleethoipes instead? 

Yours faithfully, 

William Barras 
Edinburgh 

24 January 

From Mr David Kinsey 
Sir. As the millennium is a cele- 
bration of the anniversary of the 
birth of Jesus Christ, it seems a 
touch bizarre to want to build 
new mosques and temples. What 
possible interest can atheists and 
people of non-Christian faiths 
have in these celebrations. 

Yours sincerely, 

David Kinsey' 

Hereford 

25 January 

From Mr Edgar Mehl 
Sir: I agree with the Prince of 
\tfties that we should not waste 
our lottery millennium money on 
a useless party but should invest 
the money in a more meaningful 
and useful manner for the bene- 
fit of society, or perhaps for the 
most needy. 

But why waste the money on 
religious buildings, especially 
those of minority religions, which 
further deter their adherents 
from assimilation with the bulk of 
this country's population? 

Yours truly, 

Edgar Mehl 
London, NW8 
25 January 


Forte for Latin 

From The Rev Andrew 
McLuskev 

Sir. Perhaps in the light of a 
recen! business takeover, some 
change needs to be made to an 
old schoolboy tag: Caesar adsum 
iam Granada. 

Yours faithfully, 

Andrew H. McLuskev 
St Paul’s United Reformed 
Church 

South Croydon, 

Surrey 
23 January 
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Sex, Sugar and 
underage girls 

From Mr Peter Luff. MP 
Sin I was disappointed to read 
Joanne Elvin’s article “Some 
advice on sex and hunks" (24 
January). She claims that her 
magazine. Sugar, by offering 
practical sexual advice to young 
girls such as Sarah Cook, now 
illegally married to a Turk, can 
help make them more comforted 
d reassured. 

In fact it is precisely magazines 
such as Sugar, by persuading girls 
that they are only realty 1 fulfilled 
human beings if they are sexually 
active at a young age, which con- 
tribute to tragedies such as that 
of Sarah. 

On the face of it, Ms Eton's 
argument may look plausible, 
but it is misleading. While no one 
is arguing for ignorance, most 
people feel girls of 12 and 13 
should not be taught the details 
of masturbation and oral sex. and 
that they should not be encour- 
aged to find personal fulfilment 
through promiscuity. 

If anyone is in any doubt, I 
invite them to go out and buy the 
February edition of Sugar and 
read it for themselves. Their 
doubts will be quickly dispelled. 
Yours faithfully, 

Peter Luff 

MP for Worcester (Con) 

House of Commons 
London, SW1 

24 January 

From Mrs Valerie Riches 
Sir There has been an under- 
standable shock-and-horror reac- 
tion about the “marriage" of a 13- 
year-old girl to an 18-year-old 
young man, an arrangement 
apparently approved by her par- 
ents. The authorities consider 
the matter to be so serious that 
the girl is deemed to be in need 
of the care and protection of the 
courts. 

In this country, the Govern- 
ment has a policy of providing 
“protection” to girls under the 
age of consent (16) in the form 
of free condoms, the Pfii and 
posl-coitaJ contraception, in 
many cases behind the backs of 
their parents. In the year 1993-94, 
the number of under 16-year-old 
attendees at family p lanning clin- 
ics amounted to 37,000, an 
increase of 37 per cent over the 
previous year. These girls are 
subjects of unlawful sexual inter- 
course and are, arguably, in less 
stable relationships than the 13- 
year-old girl in question. To be 
consistent, there should be out- 
rage about their plight - but not 
a whisper of concern about them. 
Yours sincerely. 

Valerie Riches 

Director 

Family and Youth Concern 
Oxford 

25 January 


Maxwell’s match 

From Mr A. R. Godfrey 
Sin While agreeing with your 
assessment of Maxwell as a thief, 
liar and bally (leading article. 20 
January), you are incorrect when 
you say no one confronted him. 
The print unions did in no uncer- 
tain fashion. I know, I was there. 

One occasion, which lingers 
pleasantly in my memories of 
Holborn, was when a chapel 
meeting was being held by the 
machine minders in their locker- 
room and Maxwell hammered on ■ 
the door demanding entry 
“the building’s owner” and was 
told to “piss off back to Czecho- 
slovakia". 

Yours sincerely, 

A. R. Godfrey 
Bexhih on Sea, East Sussex 
20 January 
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Heal cops never had it so good 

Why would the police want to spoil their reputation with accuracy? asks David Aaronovitch 

r phere's nothing that TV dram- 

, producers; enjoy more than a lii- h^V^° n *° l ^ c P unlcrs - then: had resemblance between it and any char- -hut that happens in hospital dramas, of TV drama, and would suffe 


Ue persecution. Tobe Zs 
,h f ur^° rilies ’ or criUcised £■ ife 
establishment lends a real cachet to 
one s work. One becomes a -danger 
S2 ° r a C ?"t rove rsUd- anisL radier 
® P ,oddmg Journeyman in the 
world ol mass entertainment. 

. oo it isn l so suip rising that an 
innocuous internal Home (5ffice doc- 
umenl suggesting thai the police 
might be a little more agile in Sing 
£eir successes to the public, has 

rho»«hoi IVed by SOme Producers as 
though they were actors in a remake 
of £to*iie« a, A loon. "Preposter- 
ous , thundered Gub Neal of Cracker 
fame, upon hearing <h at a gutde was 

? e p l ep ! rcd for P e °Ple such as he 
to (as the document puls it) “ ensure 
that such programmes are factually 
accurate and to give contact points 
for briefing and queries 1 '. Anonymous 
producers apparently vowed to resist 
Hume Office guidelines, doubtless 
ihTilled by the prospect of bein'* 
carted away to some damp com* 
pound in the Mendips. unused since 
the last war, with even one’s mobile 
phone confiscated. 

It’s all nonsense of course, as the 
long-suffering Home Office press offi- 
cer, Rob Smith, wearily explained to 
me. In a long document about how to 
tell the “good news” about crime and 


detection lo the punters, there had 
been one paragraph mentioning TV 
drama, suggesting that it be made eas- 
ler lor producers with queries (like 
what kind of food is served in police 
canteens, or whether chief constables 
keep booze in their offices) to discover 
the truth from the people who know. 

1 see (1 said), it’s just facts you’re 
interested in. Not propaganda? Perish 
the thought, said Rob. We just want 
people to know about how we’re beat- 
ing crime, to give information about 
our successes and thus to “dissuade 
criminals’* from their activities. 

Hr, so it is propaganda then, 1 said. 
You want to sell a line calculated both 
to reassure the public and to suggest 
to lawbreakers that crime doesn't pay, 
Thai's why you concentrate on good 
news stories. If the stories were bad, 
you wouldn’t Il-II us. partially because 
( according to your logic) thieves, raug- 
gers and burglars would all feel 
emboldened. 

Rob sighed. "You're reading too 
much into this.” he replied. "Crime is 
falling. End of stoiy. We want to 
inform the public as to what the situ- 
ation is and who is responsible for it.” 
(Michael Howard has, of course, 
already told everyone that he is. But 
1 didn't say this). “We're jusL talking 
about facts". 

And he's got a poinL TV cop drama 
is grossly inaccurate. There really is no 


resemblance between it and any char- 
acter or situation, living or dead. Con- 
sider the shows that litter our sched- 
ules; Morse, Wexford, Backup, Touch of 
Frost, and so on. When did David 
Jason last harass some poor bloody 
motorist for driving iwo yards in a bus 
lane, forcing him to produce his doc- 
uments at a run-down police station, 
manned only by an absent-minded 
teenager? when have Morse's men 
ever mown down a pedestrian in a 
siren-wailing paddy-wagon on their 

When have Morse’s 
men ever mown down 
a pedestrian on their 
way to get a take-out? 


way to get a take-out at the Win Wah? 
Never, that's when. 

And it is incredible that there is any 
crime in this country, given the low 
state of criminal morale that must be 
occasioned by watching these shows. 
Last night saw the debut of Carlton's 
Thieftaken. Every single criminal fea- 
tured in it was caught, the really bad 
guy was killed (it was his own fault, of 
course) and all the money was recov- 
ered. Oh, and the police had lots of sex 


- hut that happens in hospital dramas, 
loo. For Taggart to be accurate the 
programme's 100 pier cent clcar-up 
rale should be nearer the Scottish 
norm of just over a third. 

I put this to one of our leading cop 
dramatists, Michael Chapman, exec- 
utive producer of The BiU . “I don’t 
know what clear-up rates are," he 
admitted, “but I'm sure that Sun Hill's 
are an improvement on the real ones.” 
But why doesn't he give the public the 
truth, as Rob Smith would like? 
“Because I wouldn't have an audience. 
People expect our stories to be posi- 
tive and conclusive. Crime, investiga- 
tion and capture - and all in 24 min- 
utes and 30 secondsu” 

But doesn’t this mean that all his 
officers are marc effective, more pow- 
erful somehow than their real coun- 
terparts? "Yes. When we cast an 
episode, or appoint a regular, we’re 
looking for qualities of personality and 
charisma that ring the bell. I'm not 
sure that all 28,000 members of the 
Metropolitan Police possess these 
qualities.” And it works for Mr Chap- 
man - IS million viewers tuned in for 
last Friday's instalment of 77re Bill, 
watching infallible coppers collar 
doomed wrongdoers. 

The truth is that, with the rare excep- 
tion of series like Between The Lines 
(which focused on fictional corrup- 
tion ), the police get a very good ride out 


of TV drama, and would suffer badly 
If more verisimilitude were used. Like 
vets and country doctors (to whom TV 
policemen seem often to be married) 
they are marked out for hero status. 

Other professions are not so lucky. 
A couple of years ago the NHS briefly 
ran its own “good news” unit. _ to 
counter the impression of a crumbling 
service as depicted in Casualty and 
Cardiac Arrest. It faQed, as it was 
bound to do. Not just because its bald 
statistics contradicted real experience 
- that was relatively unimportant. 
The problem was that the rules of 
drama require conflict and context 
Pitting noble nurses against uncaring 
bureaucrats was a theme that allowed 
real dramatic tension to unfold along- 
side the medical stoiy. Given that 
many illnesses and accidents look 
much the same, the internal drama of 
the crisis-ridden institution allowed 
similar story lines to look different. 
Viewers enjoyed the stories and tuned 
in - the Department of Health's press 
releases were binned. 

After all, if drama were accurate, 
how many bare-breasted gorgeous 
female MPs would drape themselves 
over foreign secretaries? How many 
tarts would turn out inevitably to 
have hearts, or (worst of all) how many 
journalists would be drunken, lazy, 
unscrupulous and sexually incompe- 
tent? Not many. I’d say. 


At least Charles has a vision 

Never mind his whingeing style; the Prince is right to criticise the Millennium Commission’s plans 



P rince Charles's views on architec- 
ture have always been uniformly 
silly, wrong-headed and damaging. In 
the contemporary world, honouring 
the past by recreating it should be left 
to Disney and McDonald’s rather 
than demanded of Foster and Rogers. 
His views on other subjects, however, 
have often displayed encouraging 
signs of being almost right, if rather 
wetly expressed. And now, on the sub- 
ject of the millennium, he has, 
unequivocally, got it all right 
His article in his magazine. Per- 
spectives on Architecture, is clearly 
inspired by his perception -shared by 
anybody who thinks about the subject 
for more than five minutes - that the 
Millennium Commission with its 
grubby sacks of lottery cash is a mis- 
erable affair, hell-bent on the usual 
modern British project of aiming low 
and missing. He detects, correctly, 
that in the absence of any grand, 
imaginative sense of what the mil- 
lennium should be about, we are 
allowing it to be about nothing at all 
- ie, fun fairs, theme parks and 
vaguely sensitive do-gooding. 

“It is, to say the least, depressing,” 
he writes with an unfortunate lapse 
into his wet. tentative, whingeing 
style, “that there is so little one could 
describe as transcending the merely 
materia] in the projects which have so 
far been submitted to the Millennium 
Commission.” 

Instead, he calls for a celebration 
of spiritual renewal, a rejection of the 
murderous nihilism of Che 30th cen- 
tury and a statement of hope. He sug- 
gests a number of ways of doing this, 
but the most interesting - and con- 
troversial - is his idea that we should 
finance a range of new religious 
buildings. 

Of course, churches are still built 
in this country, but there is Jitlie inter- 
est in them, aesthetic or spiritual. 
Nobody fights liturgical wars over 
Gothic versus classical as they did in 
the last century. And, since Guildford 
and Coventry, cathedral -building has 
been completely off the national 
agenda. 

One obvious reason is that if any- 
body suggested a cathedral, somebody 
else would immediately say it should 
be a hospital/community centre/gym 
and nobody, not even the Church, 
would dare disagree. “How many 
divisions has the Pope?” asked Stalin. 
We ask the same question, softened 
for contemporary ears: "How many 
acute beds has St Paul's?” 

Another reason is the alarming, 
levelling doctrine of multiculturalism. 
How could we build a cathedral 
rather than a mosque or temple? The 
Prince gets round this by embracing 


B ehind the highly venerable concept 
of giving prizes to writers lies the 
idea that good books and their authors 

frequently miss out on two things - suf- 
ficient publicity for their work and suf- 
ficient money to continue producing 
it Therefore, the news that Orange, 
the mobile phone company, has set up 
a new literary prize worth £30,000 is 
momentous and cheering. 

Because so many books are written 
about so many thin gs It is also emi- 
nently understandable that prizes 
should be limited to particular sortsof 
books, the kind donors see as unfairly 
treated by the market A patron ofthe 
arts is m a privileged position to define 
a virion of the world via the choice of 
artists he or she sponsors. Someone 


Multicultural millennium? Buildings such as Neasden's Hindu temple show optimism and faith, not fashionable nihilism Kalpesh Lathigra 


a constitutionally radical form of 
multiculturalism, redefining himself 
as the Defender of Faith rather than 
Defender of the Faith. Perhaps in a 
desperate attempt to express his own 
transcendent longings against the 
prevailing orthodoxy of materialism, 
he identifies a generalised human 
spirituality rather than any sectarian 
creed as the only possible solution to 
our woes. 

This immediately lands him in 
trouble. The press, suffering from its 
usual cultural bipolar disorder, 
reports him as saying that money 
should go to mosques. The intention 
is, of course, to inflame anti-Islamic 
feeling, an enduring given in the 
newspaper imagination. The Prince 
has obligingly provided yet more 
ammunition, even to the extent of, at 
one point, quoting the Koran. This, 
cl e arty, is a man who has sold out to 
the chanting nutters. 

But wait a minute. The stories 
quote Muslims as saying they could 
not accept lottery cash because of 
their own injunction against gam- 
bling. So. disgusted as the newspa- 
pers' highly moral readership may be 
at the idea of financing mosques, in 
reality it turns out the Muslims are 
more moral than we are. We wallow 


in tainted lottery cash, they won’t 
touch it. 

Unconsciously, in its zeal to 
inflame prejudice, this coverage 
dramatises precisely the right point. 
For British Muslims do build 
mosques - frequently big, cathedral- 
like ones - and the Hindus build tem- 
ples. The Prince himself contrasts the 
vast new Hindu temple in Neasden 
with our own plans for “a giant, but 
essentially meaningless, party which 
will soon be no more than a passing 
memory”. If we can’t build cathedrals, 
he implies, then help them build 
theirs. Faith, hope, of one kind or 
another, will be served and who is to 
say that Neasden is not the Lincoln 
or Wells of the future? Not us, cer- 
tainly, a people who cannot tell the 
difference between a spandrel and a 
Big Mac. 

There is much that can be said 
against the reduction of faith to a 
bland, all-purpose spirituality. But 
Charles's point remains strong. The 
disconsolate, separated heir is dearly 
searching for significance, a coherent 
reason for celebration that is more 
than merely functional, sentimental 
or hedonistic. He thinks that, without 
such a reason, we will not only have 
a lousy millennium party, we shall 


have a lousy millennium, an era just 
as brutal, stupid and lost as the 20th 
century. But, equally, he believes 
tins wDJ not happen, that we are on 
the verge of a new spirituality, a 
reconnection to our transcendent 
roots. Perhaps now is precisely the 
time to start a few cathedrals. 

This is, of course, unrealistic. If we 
are on the verge of a new age the Mil- 
lennium CommissioD wflJ certainly be 
at lunch when it happens. Neither 
cathedrals nor any other kind of 
materially functionless monuments 
can, these days, be talked through the 
committees, accountants, managers 
and single-issue freaks that dominate 
the decision-making process in 
Britain. Secular monuments get built 
-art galleries, theatres, concert halls 
- but these invariably have to be jus- 
tified either by a liberal Elitist ideol- 
ogy of art or by the promise of com- 
mercial gain. Art survives to make 
transcendent demands, but only, in 
the public realm, as a religious sur- 
rogate or as corporate advertising. 
One way or another, ftinction has to 
prevail because the possibility of a 
shared non-functional reality simply 
does not exist 

When the Prince witters about 
architecture what he really wants is 


Patronage of the worst kind 


who believes that more people should 
write books Hke Aristotle, Diderot or 
Proust could award a prize to anyone 
who attempte d anything in that genre. 

It is therefore with interest that one 
views the area Orange wishes to pro- 
mote and encourage with its generous 
prize. This is where the problem 
starts, for it tuns out that their prize 
has absolutely no conditions other 
than that it has to be awarded to a 

woman. Why a woman, one may ask? 

What is it about being a woman that 
is particularly under threat, in need of 
attention, or indeed distinctive from 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Alain de Botton 

being a man when it comes to pick- 
ing up a pen? Women regularly win 
literary 1 prizes, the Whitbread and 
Booker this year. They write as many 
hooks as men and depict their own 
gender with no more success than 
types such as Flaubert. 

Why did Orange not identify an ele- 
ment in the writing of certain women 


that it particularly liked and then 
choose to award the prize to anyone, 
be it male or female, who handled the 
theme wed? Dilemmas of unhappily 
married women are often better 
treated by women than men, but 
something is wrong with a prize that 
would have excluded Tolstoy. 

The reader may be wondering about 
the author, though being a male writer 
happy to receive £30,000 does not, by 
definition, invalidate the argument, 
which would stand even if \fodafone 
offered a male equivalent next week. 
That it probably won’t reflects 


pretty villages dotted around FaJIa- 
dian mansions, all frozen at some 
point ia the early 18tb century. There 
are plenty of modern architects that 
can do better than that. On the sub- 

i 'ect of the millennium, however, he 
ias rightly detected that there is no 
one. His reaction is bravely to 
demand the impossible - or, if not 
that, then at least support for other 
British cultures that have not yet suc- 
cumbed to our nihilism. 

It is sad that this well-meaning but 
usually appallingly ill-advised man 
can expect his idealism to be greeted 
with little more than mockery, or that 
his thoughts will be interpreted as one 
more shot in the feud with his 
estranged wife. Sad, but oddly appro- 
priate. For there he is, talking about 
cathedrals and the ravages of mate- 
rialism while, daily, Diana is pho- 
tographed in Lycra turning up to wor- 
ship at the pec decks and treadmills 
of her Chelsea gym. The separation 
has become a Cartesian war between 
the soul and the body. 

Well, at least that makes one thing 
easy. 1 gather that in court circles 
these days you are expected to be 
either of the Charles or the Diana 
party. It is a relief to know at last 
which side I am on. 


Orange's underlying “chivalrous” but 
patronising attitude to women writers: 
that they arc creatures under threat. 
What the country needs are literary 
prizes that encourage specific ways of 
writing, particular ways of conceiving 
experience. They should reflect the 
tastes and visions of their donors. 
British Airways could encourage 
books on Dying. Marks & Spencer, 
beautifully packaged works on domes- 
tic subjects, and a mobile phone maker 
could aid writers of works written 
entirely in the dialogue form. 

TJte writer is rite author of 'Essays in 
Love ' (Macmillan £5. 99), 'TheRonuui- 
dc Movement’ (£5.99) and 'Kiss and 
Tell' (£9.99). 


comment 

A wage rise? 
Yes, but . . . 

Performance-related schemes are 
likely to be the key to successful 
pay deals, says Adair Turner 



W c all wish to see a more 
prosperous Britain, and 
one where all of us have a share 
in that prosperity. But bow is 
prosperity to be achieved and 
how is it to be shared? In the 
past we have tended to let our 
aspirations run away far ahead 
of reality, so that periods of 
economic growth and rising 
real incomes have led to 
wage/price spirals which under- 
mine that growth. 

Thus, we were once a coun- 
try renowned for its strike 
record, double-figure wage set- 
tlements and inflation rates. 
We were all too familiar with 
the boom aud bust of the UK 
economy. In recovery, we 
came to expect unemployment 
to fall, but prices and wages 
then to rise at an accelerating 
pace. But we also knew that in 
recession, unemployment 
would usually rise while mod- 
eration of wage rises would 
come only slowly. As a nation 
we took one step forward and 
then one back. 

Now. however, Britain's 
economy and workforce is 
more competitive, flexible and 
innovative. Wc are experienc- 
ing stable economic growth, 
with a reasonable chance of 
inflation staying within the 
Government's 1 to 4 per cent 
band, and probably below the 
225 per cent target, on a sus- 
tainable basis. And there is 
growing evidence that the ten- 
dency towards a price/wage spi- 
ral has been broken in this 
most recent recovery. We have 
now seen unemployment falling 
consistently for 28 months, but 
with low inflation and low aver- 
age earnings increases. All of 
this is good news and a break 
with the past. 

However, we have also seen 
a significant fall in the share of 
national income accounted for 
by wages and salaries. Rir many 
people, real earnings after tax 
may well have declined in the 
past couple of years. 

Looking forward, we cannot 
assume, and indeed should 
not expect, that that trend will 
continue. We all want rising 
national income per capita, 
and that should mean - over 
the long term -- rising real 
earnings. There is nothing 
unsustainable about rising real 
earnings provided that they 
are earned by increases in pro- 
ductivity achieved by prof- 
itable companies. 

But if the vision should be 
one of medium-term real- 
income growth, the potential 
for an upward pay spiral should 
□ever be forgotten or underes- 
timated. If we simply return - 
as the economy begins to 
deliver real-income growth - to 


the environment of across-lht - 
board pay settlements, pa 
rounds and going rales, wc wi 
recreate the inflationary spin ' 
and undermine the very growl - 
we are now achieving. 

The challenge is therefore t 
develop a framework for 
remuneration that deliver 
real-income increases on avci 
age and over the mediur 
term, but does so in a nor 
inflationary fashion. Such 
framework needs to rcinforc 
the steps many employers hav 
already been taking to lin 
individual pay to individua 
team and company perfor 
rnance. so that the lin 
between wealth creation an- 
earning increases is clear. 

There is evidence 
that the wage/ 
price spiral has 
been broken 


Profit-related pay scheme- 
and employee share-ownership 
schemes, already in place in i 
growing number of companiet . 
are among the mechanisms b 
which such links can be 
achieved. Pay schemes tha: 
reward personal development 
and team contribution als>> 
have a role to play. 

Such approaches are mech- 
anisms to give individuals s 
sense of opportunity, of par- 
ticipation in a company's an-: 
in the economy's overall suc- 
cess. and to ensure that “flex- 
ibility” is seen as a source c: 
potential benefit rather than 
threat to individual security. 
They also need to be places 
within a context of effectiv-- 
workplace communication 5 
and of an approach to trainin. 
that gives employees th. 
chance to flourish in a world o> 
rapidly changing skil: 
demands. Tbgether, these ar: 
mechanisms to give people .• 
“stake” in the overall econ 
omy, and this form of stake - 
holding is one that busines 
can certainly welcome. 

For in the long term, busi- 
ness cannot flourish without th 
broad mass of people alsi 
enjoying the benefits of eco- 
nomic success. But it is vital, a- 
we achieve that economi. 
growth, that we do not ther 
undermine it by reverting u 
inflexible and formulaic ways o . 
setting wages unrelated to eco - 
□omic affordability. 

The writer is director-general o. 
the Confederation of Britisi ; 
Industry. 
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Fresh crisis for 
British Gas as 



levy call rejected 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 


The Government has dea Jt a 
swingeing blow to British Gas 
by refusing to pave the way for 
a "levy on its rivals to offset the 
massive costs of long-term con- 
tracts with North Sea 
producers. 

The company has some 
£15bn worth of contracts that 
are forcing it to buy more gas 
than it can sell and it has called 
repeatedly for ministers to help 
bail it out of its predicament. 

There are fears in the City 
that British Gas will cut its 
1996 interim dividend because 
of estimated liabilities of £l-5bn 
related to the contracts. This 
year alone the company is pay- 
ing £5 20m for gas it cannot yet 
use. 

Richard Giordano, the chair- 
man. has warned that the prob- 
lem could be exacerbated by the 
planned introduction of do- 
mestic competition from April. 

The blow came just a day af- 
ter British Gas announced 
sweeping boardroom changes 
with the appointment as group 
finance director of Philip 
Hampton, the 42-year-old fi- 
nance director of British Steel. 
The move allows his predeces- 
sor, Roy Gardner, to take on a 
much wider brief including 
renegotiation of the contracts. 


Mr Gardner is increasingly re- 
garded as the eventual re- 
placement for Cedric Brown, 
chief executive. 

British Gas said: “These gas 
contracts are part of the costs 
of restructuring the gas mar ket 
It would be inequitable for the 
full cost of transition from mo- 
nopoly to the competitive mar- 
ket [from which consumers will 
benefit] to be borne by British 
Gas shareholders alone.’' But it 
pointed out that renegotiation 
was always seen as ihetey, with 
a levy as a “safety net". 

A source in the company 
added: “With more than £l5bn 
in payments to be made under 
the contracts, this is by any de- 
finition a very serious problem-" 

The Government’s decision 
was applauded by a jubilant Gas 
Consumers Council. Jan Powe, 
director, said: “The levy was 
never going to be more than an 
insurance poiicyagainst British 
Gas going bust, but the politi- 
cal premium was beginning to 
look a bit pricey. Consumers 
would have found it intolerable 
that any government should 
think it reasonable they should 
bail out British Gas whose 
directors are well rewarded to 
sort out the company's own 
problems." 

Provision for the levy would 
have been included in the new 
licences for public gas suppliers, 


including offshore companies 
and North Sea firms. The idea 
was to have a last-ditch solution 
in the event of British Gas fail- 
ing to renegotiate and the in- 
dustry descending into disarray, 
to the detriment of consumers. 

Tim Eggar, Minister for En- 
ergy and Industry, said there 
were “encouraging indications 
of progress" in discussions be- 
tween British Gas and the pro- 
ducers. But British Gas said 
negotiations were at an early 
stage and some North Sea com- 
panies say that the miles have 
barely begun. 

One City analyst said: '“This 
is a gradual wasting illness. 
British Gas will really have to 
start talking in earnest now 
that they have failed to win this 
safety backstop. 1 ' Another said 
the company was in a state of 
“chaos r from which there was 
no simple escape and that it 
could not just blame the Gov- 
ernment’s decision to intro- 
duce competition in the market- 
place. 

There is also a view, however, 
that the company may be over- 
stating the size of the problem 
to gain sympathy. 

The Gas Consumers Coun- 
cil has called for an inquiry by 
the House of Commons Trade 
and Industry Select Committee 
to darijy the situation, but so far 
to no avail. 


Abdullah 

wins in 
Water 
Hall vote 



DAVID HEtUER 

Raschid Abdullah, best 

blown for turning a small en- 
gineering company in the 
i980s into a mn [-conglom- 


erate called Eve red. yesterday 


in effect won control of the 
board of Water Hall after a 

shareholders vote. 

Some 434 million votes 
were cast in favour of a res- 
olution requiring Edward 
Weiss, the company s chair- 
man, to stand down, with 13> 
million cast against. 

Mr Weiss said that a small 
group of shareholders who 
~A citmtficant blocks of 


D-Day: Kevin Maxwell (left) and his brother Ian will hear from the SFO today 


Photograph: Edward Webb 


SFO decision today on Maxwells 


JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 



Kevin and Ian Maxwell will 
discover today whether the 
Serious fraud Office intends to 
pursue or drop a the oustand- 
mg criminal charges against 
them, following their sensa- 
tional acquittal on two counts 


a week ago. The original 
indictment consisted of ten 


Set back on their heels : (left to right) Cedric Brown, chief executive of British Gas, Roy 
Gardner, recently promoted in a boardroom shift, and Richard Giordano, chairman 


indictment consisted of ten 
counts, two of which formed the 
basis of the eight-month trial 
which ended with the acquittal 
of Kevin and Ian and Larry Tra- 
chetenberg, a former Maxwell 
financial adviser, on charges of 
conspiracy to defraud. 

City sources said last nighL 
that if the SFO drops the re- 


maining eight counts Frank 
Field MPwtll call the Maxwell 
brothers before the Social Se- 
curity Select Committee. 

The MBs tried to quiz Kevin 
and Ian in 1992, after the death 
of their father Robert Maxwell 
and the collapse of his business 
empire. 

The committee wanted to 
know how more than £440m 
was removed from the Maxwell 
pension funds. Both brothers 
told the committee that they 
were unable to say anything, 
pending the criminal case. 

If today the SFO drops any 
remaining criminal charges then 
Mr Field and his committee will 
be free to call them again. Last 
nigh t he said: “Our primary con- 


cern wQl be how well the legal 
system and the regulatory sys- 
tem protected £440m in the 
pension funds, which no-one 
disputes was stolen. The ques- 
tion re mains how it was Stolen." 

The remaining eight counts 
on the indictment include 
charges against two other for- 
mer Maxwell employees 
Michael Stonev and Albert 
Fuller. 


Kevin Maxwell conspired with Robert 
Maxwell to defraud the Swiss Bonk Cor- 
poralkmbvdhJronesllyi^Jein* and sell- 
ing shares belonging to FirsrTokjw Index 
Trust- _ 

Kevin Maxwell and LanyTiadilcnbere 
conspired with Rotwit Maxwell lode fraud 
ihc trnslccs and beneficiaries of (Ac 
Minor Croup Pension Scheme and AGB 


Pension Scheme by dishonestly pledging 
oenriem assets to secure loans from Cred- 


pension assets to secure loans liom t-ted- 
ii Suisse and Swiss Vottotonfc to (be pri- 


The charges were that 

Kerin MaxwcIL LarryUvAurabc 


Kerin Maxwell Larry TrachicDbcrg and 
Albert FiAcrcnngxicd wsh Ruben Maxwell 
to defraud CrcxSt Suesc by cfcboocUy pledg- 
ing shares tvlocizioc to Macmillan and lo 
First Tokyo Index Trust as collateral for a 
£50m loan to Minor Croup. 


vale Maxwell businesses. 

Kevin Maxwell and Michael Stoney. 
a former finance director of Mirror Group 
conspired with Robert Maxwell lo borrow 
£ 50 m on behalf of MGN and use the pro- 
ceeds for other purposes. 

Michael Stoney falsified the account- 
ing records of MGN by removing the re- 
ceipt of £50m from Bankers Trust. And 
that he removed the record of MGIVj li- 
ability to Brankers Trust 


Qm loan lo Minor Group. 

Kevin Maxwell and Albert Fuller cun- 


Kevin Maxwell. Larry Trachtenberg 
and Ian Maxwell conspired to defraud 


spired with Robert Maxwell to defraud 
Bzyersidtc Ycrcinstunk bv pledging Lm 
Bcrliti shares as collateral lor a £25m 
to Mirror Group. 


Swiss Volksbank by dishonestly pledging 
2.4m shores in Berlitz as secunry lor a 


2.4m shores in Beriitz as secunry for a 
S3Sm loan to the private Maxwell 
businesses. 


owned significant blocks of 
shares and who a year ago 
agreed not to use their voting 
power against the board, ac- 
counted for approximately 
60 per cent of the votes cast 
and they voted in favour of 
the resolutions. 

Yesterday’s events mark a 
return to corporate power 
for Mr Abdullah and his 
brother Osman who together 
turned Evered into an ac- 
quisitive mini-conglomerate 
before they were both forced 
out after a boardroom split. 

The two brothers were also 
involved earlier in the man- 
agement of Water Hall, when 
it was known as Starmin, but 
in 1993 they resigned their ex- 
ecutive positions when the 
group was in need of a fi- 
nancial restructuring. 

As part of that restructur- 
ing Raschid Abdullah, who re- 
mained on the board as a 
non-executive director, 
arranged some of the financ- 
ing from Middle Eastern in- 
vestors who yesterday backed 
him in the overthrow of Mr 
Weiss. 

Mr Abdullah has argued 
that the group, which has 
been pulled around into prof- 


it by Mr Weiss, should now 
null out of its traditional 


George denies 
being fixated 
on inflation 


ML boss makes £55m in biotech boom 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 


PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 


Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, has de- 
fended himself against charges 
that he is fixated on controlling 
inflation and mounted a vigor- 
ous defence of the Bank’s 


supervisory powers. 

In a lecture at the London 
School of Economics, Mr 
George also delivered what 
many will see as an implicit re- 
buke to the Chancellor, Ken- 
neth Oarke, for last week’s 
unexpected cut in interest rates. 

“Time and again we have 
seen a I tempts lo stimulate the 
economy directly result in a rel- 
atively short period of faster 
economic growth, followed by 
recession brought on by the pol- 
icy restraint which was eventu- 
ally unavoidable to bring 
increasing economic imbalance 
and accelerating inflation back 
under control." he said. 

The absence of any open en- 
dorsement of the cut in base 
rate to 6.25 per cent led many 
City analysts to conclude that 
the Bank would have preferred 
delay after the inital quarter 
point reduction in December. 

However, Mr George said the 
new monetary framework under 
which the Bank's advice to the 
Chancellor is published six 
weeks after each monthly meet- 
ing was proving a success. 

“What martens in the end is 
the results, in terms of our per- 
formance - on inflation, but also 
on growth and employment. 


“All I would say to you is we 
have made steady progress in all 
these respects over the past 
three years, and the prospects 
remain very encouraging." 

The Governor's emphasis on 
growth and employment 
formed part of a broader de- 
fence of the Bank's mission of 
price stability. MPs on the Trea- 
sury Committee recently criti- 
cised Mr George for his 
unwillingness to concede that he 
made a misjudgement last May, 
when the Chancellor overruled 
his request for a further rise in 
interest rates. 

The Governor insisted that 
the Bank's mission of price sta- 
bility was not a goal in itselt but 
“because we see it as a means 
to the end of precisely those 
good things in life which our 
critics assume we disregard". 

Mr George defended the 
Bank’s role in supervising 
banks. He argued the two ob- 
jectives of monetary and fi- 
nancial stability went hand in 
hand: disturbances in the fi- 
nancial sector could disrupt 
the pursuit of monetary stabil- 
ity and vice-versa. 

The blurring of financial in- 
stitutions had created new reg- 
ulatory challenges but the louted 
solution of a single financial ser- 
vices regulator seriously under- 
estimated the complexify of the 
issues. 

“Any central bank must mon- 
itor developments in the bank- 
ing system very closely and that 
wiU necessarily involve moni- 
toring individual banks." 


Kevin Leech, the chairman 
and co-founder of ML Labo- 
ratories. yesterday sold a share 
stake worth £55m as biotech- 
nology stocks roared to new 
peaks in Londoo. 

The value of British Biotech, 
the largest, broke through the 
£lbn barrier after one analyst 
reiterated his buy recommen- 
dation andseveral companies is- 
sued optimistic statements on 
current drug developments. 

Mr Leech’s Milner Labora- 
tories is reducing its stake in the 
USM-listed ML Laboratories 
from 66 per cent to 54 per cent 
in a placing at 40(h). The deal 
will raise £55m for Milner, 
which is 66 per cent owned by 
Mr Leech and is the vehicle 
through which he backed the 


medical inventor Jeremiah Mil- 
ner before ML Labs was float- 
ed on the Third Market in 
1987. The estate of the late Mr 
Milner owns the rest of Milner 
Labs. J 

ML is itself raising £25m in 
a placing at the same price. The 
money is to be used in the 
development of Icodial, a kid- 
ney dialysis solution and the 
only one of MLs products cur- 
rently on the markeL 

MLs shares rose 46p to a new 
high of 457p yesterday, despite 
the announcement of pre-tax 
losses which deepened from 
£2 ?6m to £3.4ra in the year to 
September. 

Excitement centred on the 
announcement that a clinical 
study of a potential Aids treat- 
ment was “progressing well". 
The tests involve a new anti-vi- 


ral agent, D2S dissolved in Ico- 
dial which it is claimed enables 
drugs to be delivered more ef- 
fectively. But some analysts 
greeted the test results at Lon- 
don’s Hammersmith Hospital 
with some scepticism, given 
that they only covered four pa- 
tients with Aids. 

British Biotech, continuing to 
benefit from November’s an- 
nouncement of promising re- 
sults from its Marimastat 
anti-cancer drug, rose another 
70p to a record close of £21.68. 
The shares have now risen 29 
per cent in just under a fort- 
night, although the company re- 
mains at a loss to explain why. 

The main propellant behind 
yesterday’s share movement 
seems to have been a reiterat- 
ed buy recommendation by Ian 
White, pharmaceuticals ana- 


lyst at Robert Fleming. But the 
shares have gathered strength 


shares have gathered strength 
during a recent round of visits 
by management to institution- 
al investors in London and 
Scotland. Earlier this month. 
Guardian Royal Exchange an- 
nounced that it bad raised its 
stake to 4.1 per cent. Sentiment 
was further buoyed this week af- 
ter a new non-executive direc- 
tor, Henny de Ruiter, picked up 
3,000 shares. 

Elsewhere in the sector, 
Cortecs International the Aus- 
tralian biotech company, saw its 
shares hit a peak, rising 33p to 
270p. The company said it had 
achieved a “key milestone” in 
its development of a rapid, 
whole-blood, point-of-care di- 
agnostic product for the detec- 
tion of collagen breakdown, a 
key indicator of osteoporosis. 


ML Laboratories 
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pull out of Us traditional 
quariying and landfill busi- 
ness and move into a new 
business. 

Mr Weiss said yesterday 
that he regretted the out- 
come of the shareholders' 
vote “but wished the compa- 
ny well for the future”. He 
pointed out that of the share- 
holders who voted on the 
motion, 1,284 voted against 
the motion and only 604 vot- 
ed in favour of it. 

However, the small group 
of shareholders that owned 
significant blocks of shares 
pushed the vote through on 
the AbduUahs behalf. 

As part of the resolution 
Anthony Smith, formerly with 
Wagon Industrial, will be- 
come a director of the com- 
pany. He has said he will look 
at issues independently, al- 
though he is perceived to be 
a supporterof the AbduUahs. 

Raschid Abdullah told 
shareholders at yesterday's 
meeting that he bad an "open 
mind” about the strategy Wa- 
ter Hall should follow. 


City warming to Rocco buyout 


JOHN BSEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 


Big City institutions were last 
night showing initial support for 
Sir Rocco Forte’s intention to 
buy back many of the hotels lost 
to the Granada takeover. 

One senior fund manager 
said: “Rocco has more than a 
fighting change of getting the 
equity backing he needs. Insti- 
tutions are flush with cash and 
he has gained sufficient friends 
in the City by his defence." 

Just 24 hours after losing 
control of the Forte empire to 
Granada, Sir Rocco announced 
his intention to lead a man- 
agement buyout of the 167 Ex- 
clusive, Meridien and Heritage 
hotels with a book value of 


£2.5bn. He is expected to seek 
a substantial amount of equity 
from institutions, with a pledge 
to float shortly afterwards. “He 
needs sufficient equity backing 
before raising the sort of debt 
required for a bid to proceed." 
a corporate banker said. 

In a guarded response, 
Granada said it had only ever 
declared its intention to sell the 
Exclusive and Meridien chains. 
“In parallel with discussions 
with other interested parties. 
Granada would be happy to 
consider any proposal that Sir 
Rocco may wish to make con- 
cerning these particular brands, 
once he and his team arc in a 
position to put forward a seri- 
ous offer." 

Analysts said a Forte bid for 


the hotels as a block had several 
advantages over potential rivals, 
so that he could afford to bid 
more. “Rocco knows all about 
the businesses, where the prof- 
its are. while everyone else is bid- 
ding blind. He stands the best 
chance of keeping the lucrative 
management contracts, and a 
block deal could be done in a 
tax-efficient way for Granada." 
said one investment banker. 

Accor, beaten to Meridien by 
Forte when Air France sold the 
four-slar chain in 1994, is be- 
lieved to be interested in these 
hotels again. Speculation has 
also centered on the US buyout 
specialist Kohl berg, Kravis and 
Roberts as a possible financial 
purchaser. “But we have found 
nobody else internationally who 


is interested in buying ail the as- 
sets. many just want bits.” a cor- 
porate financer said. 

The Forte family will net 
about £J20m from selling its 
shares to Granada, and is re- 
ported to have lines of credits 
for another £250m. 

One institutional manager 
said: "That is a good basis for 
attracting equity from institu- 
tions for a bid for Forte New 
company. There is a lot in the 
idea that appears sensible." 

Exclusive group’s 18 luxury 
hotels include the George V m 
Paris and London's Grosvenor 
House. Meridien is made up of 
85 business hotels, while Her- 


Government 
raises £144m 
from BAA sale 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 


The Government yesterday 
raised £144m after selling its 
remaining stake in BAA, the 
airports operator, as part of 
a gradual disposal of its hold- 


ing in privatised companies. 

The Treasury sold the 2.86 
per cent stake to Merrill 
Lynch for about 490p after a 
secret City auction for the 
business organised by NM 
Rothschild. 

Dealers said Merrill placed 
the 29.5 million shares with 
several institutions at about 
494p. BAA shares closed lp 
lower at 495p. 

The Government’s sale had 
been expected since it indi- 
cated last year that it had 
asked Rothschild to divest the 
remaining post-privatisation 
shareholdings. 

The sale of a block of 
British Petroleum shares 
worth £180m in December 
marked the start of this 
process. 

The sales will continue 
with the disposal of a 14 per 
cent interest in Mersey Docks 
& Harbour Company and 
shareholdings in the priva- 
tised water" and electricity 
companies and generators. 

Labour Party critics have 
accused the Government of 
“selling off the family sil- 


itage comprises 52 inns. 
Granada's bid was yesi 


Granada's bid was yesterday 
declared unconditional. 
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ver" to pay for tax cuts in ad- 
vance of the next general 
election. 

Rothschild was commis- 
sioned last year to sell a 
share portfolio of 34 gov- 
ernment “bin-ends" worth 
more than £12bn, of which 
BP was the first and largest. 
The BP sale was claimed to 
be the largest bought deal of 
its kind in the City and used 
a rarely-employed procedure. 

It is thought that Roth- 
schild invited securities firms 
to its offices after the markets 
had dosed and kept each 
team separate while they bid 
for the BAA business. 

They were given little ad- 
vance warning of the details 
of the sale, other than that 
they would be called upon to 
commit a large amount of 
cash. 

Meanwhile, yesterday the 
chairman of BAA, Gordon 
Ediogton, warned that the 
world’s airports faced a mas- 
sive funding shortfall to meet 
the huge demand for invest- 
ment in facilities. 

Speaking at a conference, m'. 
he said that the funding gap ' 

— J50bn in the US alone over 
the next five years - could 
only be bridged by private 
sector finance as local au- 
thorities would not have the 
money. 


V, 






if.,, 











h u nil 


u 3S 


jf't 

s r 




r ’. 


^ t 


> *• \ '• •-, 

. .i-- V 

.« I 

4- :_,• 

w> > 
i 


T 1 \ \ *'. 

>> rv\->” 


THE INDEPENDENT.,,,.... 

=W JANUA RY J9S16 




17 


business 


British Gas pays the price for its grand folly 


'If British Gas cannot 
find a way of 

negotiating the cost 
of the take-or-pay 
penalty down, or of 
absorbing the cost in 
its own balance 
sheet, shareholders 
should find a new 
management that 
can’ 


C untmon sense has prevailed, and the 
Government has mid British Gas where 
P ul “S levy. The biggest surprise is that it 
mok ministers ;us lung as it did to come down 
against the idea of making gas consumers baD 
out a company which largely has itself to 
blame for highly priced mke-nr-pay North 
beu supply contracts. There was never, in 
nHh. much of a case for assistance even 
though a plainly might be damaging for the 
consumer if British Gas descended into se- 
rious financial difficulty. 

The company has never given a figure for 
the potential cost of continuing with the con- 
tracts. Sceptics have always believed the 
company exaggerates its plight. However, 
•nduslty gucstimale s do point to a liability 
of ibn or more. Losses of anywhere near 
this would be exceedingly painful, repre- 
senting more than three years of dividends 
at the latest rale of £b30m a year. But they 
are not enough to bankrupt a company* with 
shareholders' funds of nearly £8bn. With the 
snares hilling new lows almost daily, there 
is clearly concern in the stock market that 
the take-or-pay fiasco will none the less be 
used as grounds for cutting the dividend. 

We are perhaps past the stage of needing 
explanations for this extraordinary affair. 
When British Gas signed so many high-price 
contracts - including three after 1991 - it 
obviously thought its supply monopoly would 
continue indefinitely. The plain truth seems 
to be that it simply failed to foresee the con- 
sequences of a f<d! in the gas price and Die 


present gas gluL Or at least it believed its 
monopoly so secure that it didn’t matter what 
was happening in the market place, it would 
still be able to charge what it liked. 

What makes the producers particularly 
hot under the collar is that the price British 
Gas's offshore subsidiary charges its own in- 
house supply arm for Morccarabe Bay gas 
is even today higher than most of them get 
from the take-or-pay contracts at issue. In 
other words it is sltll paying itself more than 
it pays most other producers. It can there- 
fore expect little mercy in the negotiations 
which must now begin with some urgency. 

The man put in charge of sorting out the 
mess, Roy Gardner, needs a radical 
approach to the problem if British Gas is to 
emerge with any credit. It may well be that 
getting out of gas supply altogether, leaving 
die company as a gas producer and monop- 
oly distributor, proves the most eloquent 
solution to the problem. Selling the supply 
arm piecemeal to the producers with the 
problematic contracts attached would also 
achieve in one stroke the fully competitive 
domestic gas market the Government wants. 

Labour’s mergers policy 
needs rethinking 

B y one of those odd coincidences, the 
Forte takeover battle came to a head just 
as the Labour Party was silting down to de- 
ride on what kind of mergers policy, if any. 


to put into its next manifesto. Since old 
Labour might well have blocked Granada's 
break-up bid and new Labour is highly likely 
to form the next Government, the party's 
thoughts on the matter bear some exami- 
nation. Rightly or wrongly, the Forte battle 
has come to be seen as the very embodiment 
of 1980s-styie asset stripping in which the 
short-term interests of a small group of pow- 
erful City investors and fee earners domi- 
nate over other “stakeholders”. 

As things stand. Labour is committed to 
that old canard of a mergers policy - that 
bidders should be required to demonstrate 
positive benefit or have their takeovers 
blocked. While in theory this is a fine idea, 
in practice it would make merger decisions 
highly susceptible to political whim and 
favour. It is easier to explain what is meant 
by the “stakeholder'’ economy than define 
the “public interest” in a takeover. The result 
would be a mergers policy nin along the lines 
of Forrest Gump - you never know what 
you're going to git (sic). The present Gov- 
ernment's purist approach - markets decide 
unless there are very clear cut competition 
concerns - may he at the other extreme but 
at least it has t’bc merit of predictability. 

It so happens that on Wednesday night, 
as Sir Rocco Forte was nursing his wounds. 
Labour's advisory task force on competition 
policy was holding its first meeting in West- 
minster. By a U accounts, task force members 
came down heavily against the present 
Labour Party position. The mixed bag of 


competition specialists and experts from util- 
ities, re tail ers, cable companies and the 
National Consumer Council who make up 
the task force do not decide Labour policy, 
i But they are expected to have a serious input 
' into the manifesto, by helping politicians 
decide what is practical- Surprise surprise, 
what they want s to water down public inter- 
est and keep competition high on the 
agenda in merger policy. 

In Europe, competition is the only factor. 
If Labour slides to its present position it 
could be faced with the absurdity of having 
“big” mergers decided by Europe on com- 
petition erounds alone while only the smaller 
domestic ones get subjected to the full pub- 
lic interest works. A better approach would 
be to make the process by which investment 
inoiitiirions decide on takeovers much more 
open to public scrutiny and justification. 

Minimum wage is the 
next step for the CBI 

I n itself, Adair Turner's speech at an In- 
stitute of Personnel and Development con- 
ference yesterday was rather less remarkable 
than the way it was billed. True, the CBl’s 
director general told employers to pay their 
workers more. He even used the “s” word, 
though he gave the idea of “stakebolding” 
his own particular spin. 

But he also argued that rising real incomes 

had to be earned through higher produc- 


tivity Nor could anyone disagree with the 
contention that increased pay should be 
skewed towards profit-related rewards and 
employee share ownership schemes. His 
message that Britain must avoid the danger 
of becoming a low-wage economy is the sort 
of «bmg many businessmen have been say- 
ing for yeans. Furthermore, his speech con- 
tamed the familia r warning of the potential 
for a new upward wage-price spiral. All 
urcontroversal enough, it might be said. 

However, Mr Turner's remarks have a log- 
ical extension that the CBI has so far refused 
to accept- That is the need for a national min- 
imum wage. It is at the very bottom of the 
labour market that real incomes have fallen 
roost precipitously- It is there where the 
sweatshop labour is concentrated. Raising 
the rewards and skills of those on very low 
incomes will do more for Britain's compet- 
itive position than persuading a few more big 
companies of the case for profit-related pay. 
As every businessman knows, to compete on 
cost alone is the road to ruin. 

There is now a very respectable body of 
research showing that the level of minimum 
wage proposed by Tony Blair would not cause 
big job losses. On the contrary, it would 
improve recruitment and retention in low- 
paid jobs, and encourage firms to provide 
more training. The CBI stifl mistakenly 
argues the opposite. Even a low minimum 
would cause problems, i! argued in its latest 
statement on the subject. Mr Turner should 
take his argument to its logical conclusion. 


Slump in Airtours bookings continues 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Holiday bookings in the im- 
portant new year selling season 
remain more than a third below 
last year. Airtours shareholders 
were told at the holiday com- 
pany’s annual meeting 
yesterday. Despite moves to 
reduce sharply the number of 
holidays on offer for next sum- 
mer, the latest figures con- 
firmed the difficulties travel 
firms are still facing matching 
supply with expected demand. 

Airtours shares shrugged off 
the news, despite the doubt cast 
by the figures on its ability to re- 


verse a dramatic profits slump 
last year. That was also caused 
by a big miscalculation of the ap- 
petite of British holidaymakers 
for overseas trips, compounded 
by a long hot summer that per- 
suaded late bookers to stay at 
home. 

Analysts said the news would 
have hit the slock harder but for 
persistent speculation that 
Airtours might be the subject of 
a bid approach from Carnival 
Corporation. America’s biggest 
cruise business. 

Last week, a leak forced Air- 
tours to confirm that it was in 
talks with Carnival which might 
see the US giant take a slake of 


up to 29.9 per cent in the 
British company. A spokesman 
for Airtours yesterday poured 
cold water on the prospect of a 
full bid and the company said 
only that it would make a fur- 
ther announcement as soon as 
there was anything to report. 

According to the company, 
bookings across the industry are 
down 25 per cent for summer 
1996 holidays. It excused its own 
34 per cent decline by saying 
brodiures had been delayed this 
year to avoid confusing travel 
agents. In 1994 a rush of late 
bookings meant agents were still 
trying to sell holidays for that 
year after brochures for the fol- 


lowing summer had arrived on 
their shelves. 

The number of holidays trav- 
el companies have p re-bought 
for this summer is running 15 
per cent lower than 12 months 
ago in an effort to reduce over- 
capacity and avoid the fire sale 
of unsold trips forced on the 
industry in 1995. Last year’s 
oversupply was partly caused by 
reasonably buoyant sales in the 
early months which ran out of 
steam later. 

Judging the likely demand for 
package holidays is always dif- 
ficult for travel companies, with 
large numbers of holidaymak- 
ers leaving their derisions until 


the last minute when, in recent 
years, they have been able to 
pick up unsold vacancies at 
bargain prices. 

About one-fifth of the fol- 
lowing summer’s holidays are 
sold by Christmas and a farther 
25 per cent in the cold, dark 
months of January and Febru- 
ary. After that, however, there 
is a lull in sales until July and 
August, when 30 per cent of the 
year's supply is sold shortly 
before departure. 

Last year, Airtours saw its 
profits slide from £75.8m to 
£59. Lm, the first decline in nine 
years. This time analysis expect 
a return to 1994*s profits level. 


although after stripping out 
the contribution of the new Sun- 
quest subsidiary underlying 
profits are still likely to be 
down on two years ago. Winter 
bookings of the overseas oper- 
ations are up 12 per cent. 

Contrary to the poor 
prospects for next summer, 
Airtours said the winter season 
was “progressing satisfactorily”. 
RppfcTngs were running 4 per 
cent ahead of last year, in line 
with the market as a whole. 
Going Places, the Airtours trav- 
el agency arm, had increased its 
market share as the benefits of 
an expansion of its branch net- 
work flawed through to sales. 


Brokers lukewarm on 
Railtrack prospects 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Rail track's profit after lax will 
fail next year and will not regain 
the 1995-96 level even by the end 
of the decade, according to a 
downbeat analysis yesterday 
from SBC Warburg, global co- 
ordinator to the privatisation. 

The brokers warned that the 
scope for Railtrack to grow its 
revenue in the near term was 
limited, although there was 
“some potential” to generate 
property* development profits of 
about £llm a year. 

The analysis is likely to be 
read as confirmation of the 
widespread view in the City 
that Railtrack will be lucky to 
fetch £2bn. It will also increase 
the pressure on the govern- 


ment to write off a large part of 
Railtrack’s £1.65bn debt ahead 
of the flotation, reducing inter- 
est charges and raising profits, 
as the chairman. Bob Horton, 
has sought. 

The authors, Wyn Ellis, 
Andrew Fitchie and Bill Dale, 
said their numbers should not 
be construed as a profit forecast 
and they disclaimed any con- 
nection with SBC Wirburg's 
role in the share sale. Never- 
theless, their analysis is bound 
to influence City expectations. 

Warburg suggested that pre- 
tax profits, including excep- 
tional, would be £17Sm in the 
year to March. £1 lm lower than 
last year. Next year they would 
rise to £195m. reaching £210m 
in 1997-98, £230m in 1988-99 
and £25 lm the following year. 


After-tax profits will benefit 
for the next two years from tax 
relief inherited from British 
Rail. The net profit wfll double 
this year to £203m, fall to £168ra 
next year and by 1999-2000 
they believe net profits will 
climb back only to £191m. 

Improved efficiency and cost 
cutting were likely to be the 
main drivers of Railtrack’ s near 
terra profit, with savings of 3 per 
cent a year on maintenance. 
“There is great scope for using 
people and technologymore ef- 
ficiently” the analysts said. 

They described Rad track's 
main qualities as substantial 
asset backing, a predictable 
revenue stream in a stable reg- 
ulatory framework and a “sub- 
stantial cost base” that would 
allow efficiency improvements. 



Bob Horton: expected to increase the pressure for a bigger debt write-off 


IX BRIEF 


Member of WH Smith family sells shares 

Philip Smith, the last remaining family member on the board of 
WH Smith, the troubled retail group, has sold a third of his hold- 
ing in the company. He raised more than £12m through the sale 
of 3.24 million shares at 400p on Wednesday after the company 
had reported a sharp fall in profits. Jeremy Hardie, WH Smith 
chairman, said Mr Smith, who is a non-executive director, had 
sold the shares “to diversify his portfolio”. He denied that the 
sale indicated a lack of confidence in the company’s future. 

National Savings cuts rates 

National Savings yesterday cut with immediate effect the rates 
paid to savers across its range of products by an average of 0.5 
per cent The reduction includes Pensioners’ Bonds, down from 
75 to 7 per cent, and Index-Linked Certificates, down from 3 to 
25 per cent, phis inflation. 

Maize costs hit Tate & Lyle division 

Sharply higher maize costs mean 1996 profits at Staley, late & 
Lyle’s US operation, will be “below those achieved in 1994 and 
1995”, shareholders were told at the sugar company's annual meet- 
ing yesterday. The Staley downturn will hold group profits for 
the year to September to no more than last year's £31 1.1m . 

Strike halves Boeing earnings 

Boeing’s net earnings fell 54 per cent last year as it suffered the 
effects of a 10-week machinists' strike and what analysts believe 
was the final stages of a long industry downturn. Boeing earned 
5393m, or $1.15 a share, for the year on sales of S195bn, down 
from earnings of $856m. or S2.51 a share, on sales of $21.9bn in 
1994. Fourth-quarter net earnings rose 38 per cent, but only due 
to a tax credit as sales fell 1 1 per cent, largely because of the strike. 

Rovers break half-million barrier 

Production of Rovers and Land-Rovers broke the half-rnillion 
barrier last year for the first time since 1989. A total of 501,300 
vehicles were built, an increase of 4.8 per cent, while sales rose 
by 2 per cent Almost half of sales were exports, with records set 
in Japan and North America. Rover recruited an extra 3,900 work- 
ers last year, taking its total workforce to 40.000, the highest fig- 
ure for five years. 

Fyffes buys Dutch stake 

Fyffes, the banana company that acquired the Geest banana busi- 
ness last month, has acquired a 50 percent shareholding in Anaco 
International, a Dutch fresh fruit and produce company. The busi- 
ness imports and distributes foil and vegetables from the Canary 
Islands, Spain and Morocco. 
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the Independent on Sunday's Fly 
Now Pay Later offer. 

We\e teamed up wifo Co-op Trav- 
eicare, one of the top travel agency 
chains in the UK, so that readers 
of The Independent can get up to 
£2,500 Interest Free Credit on hol- 
idays and flights booted through our 
special service. So now you can take 
off when you feel the inclination - 
without paying everything up front 
For example, on a holiday costing 
£2,500, at a tyrpical APR of 14.9% 
you would save £328. 

With over 300 holiday brochures 
axf 49 airlines to choose horn, there 
are holidays to suit everyone. 
Whether It's snowboarding in the 
Alps, a romantic weekend city break, 
or trekking in Nepal, you'll have the 
feedom to take off anytime between 
1 February-31 December 1996. 

HowtoQnaify for the Easy Pay- 
awutPlan 

Each day in The independent and 
the Independent on Sunday, until 
Saturday 3rd February, we will print 
a different numbered token. In or- 
der to qualify for the Fly Now Pay 
Later Easy Payment Plan, you need 
to collect eight differently numbered 
tokens and keep them safe until you 
are ready to make your booking. To- 
day we are printing Token 5. 

How to Book \bnr Hofiday 

Ybu can select any overseas holi- 
day available from over 300 major 
name brochures, subject to avail- 
ability. This includes holidays from 
major tour operators such as British 


Airways Holidays, Cosmos, P & O 
Cruises, Airtours, Sunwortd, First 
Choice and many more. Simply pick 
up the brochure of your choice and 
select your holiday. 

If you are planning to visit friends 
or relatives, or srnfty prefer the free- 
dom to tratrel independently you can 
choose to book scheduled flights 
only, provided the overall booking 
value meets our minimum limit of 
£500. There are 49 airlines to 
choose from, including British Air- 
ways, Virgin Atlantic, TWA, Qarrtas, 
Air France and United Airlines. 

With the Fly Now Pay Later Easy 
Payment Plan alt you pay is the cost 
of your holiday plus instance. There 
are no hidden extra charges, pro- 
vkfrg that you fulfil t he terns of your 
Easy Payment agreement 

The amount of the booking is 
payable by Direct Defat in 10 equal 
monthly installments from foe time 
of booking. At least three of these 
payments must be made prior to 
travel. If, however; you wish to trav- 
el within three months of making 
your booking, you may do so by pay- 
ing your fiist three installments fi.e 
3C% of the cost of your holiday) at 
foe time of booking. Ybu are then 
free to mate the remaining pay- 
merits over the next seven months. 

It is a requirement of foe offer 
that you purchase Co-op Traveicare 
insurance at foe time of booking. 
Details of the policy are available 
on request 

To check that your preferred flight 
or holiday is available, and that it 
s eligbte for the Easy Payment Ptan, 
amply call The tndapendent/Fiy No tv 
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Pay Later helpline below: 

0161 827 1044 

If foe holiday is available, and you 
meet the credit rule requirements, 
the Co-op Travetcare's friendly reser- 
vations staff will complete a credit 
application form whilst you are on 


the phone, tf the holiday or flight that 
you require is not available, you will 
be advised of alternative options. 

Ybur rating will be checked in foe 
normal way and a decision made in- 
stantly. The agent will then call you 
back to advise you of your status. 
In some cases, you may be required 
to provide farther information before 


your status can be confirmed. 

Once your application has been 
accepted, your agent will book your 
holiday for you. Ybu will be asked 
to pay the holiday insurance pre- 
mium by credit or debit card whilst 
you are on the phone. 

Co-op Traveicare will send con- 
firmation of your holiday booking 


together with a credit agreement 
aid Direct Debit mandate which you 
will be required to sign and return 
in the p re- paid envelope provided. 

tf you have the relevant brochure, 
you will find a booking form at the 
back which you must sign and re- 
turn, together with your eight tokens 
in a separate envelope, to: The In- 
dependent Fly Now Pay Late/Co- 
op Traveicare, Telephone Booking 
Centre, PO Box 53, New Century 
House, Manchester M60 4ES. ffyou 
do not have a brochure, you will be 
sent a booking form with your hol- 
iday confirmation. 

If required, you can request a 
credit check at any time prior to 
booking your holiday by phoning The 
JhdepentientfCo-op Traveicare num- 
ber, however another check will be 
carried out at the time of booking 
to ensure that there has been no 
change to your status. 

The Easy Payment Plan cannot 
be used in conjunction with any oth- 
er Co-op Traveicare offer. Terms and 
conditions are as previously 
published. 


Fly Now 

Pay Later 
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Fly Now Pay Never! 


£25,000 of 
flights and 
holidays to 
be won 


Today you could win a seven day holiday 
for two in Rome, Italy, including flights and 
accommodation. Expenence foe magnif- 
icence of this historic city with such sigh® 
as foe Vatican, foe Colosseum, the Srstine 
chapel, the Trevi fountain and the Catacombs 
to mention but a few. Or relax in one of 
Rome’s countless cafes and restaurants an 
enjoy a real taste of Italian cuisine. 

To enter our competition all you need to 
do is answer the following question and call 
the Fly Now Pay Never competition line on 
0891 161 985 . 

Question: Which artist painted the cell- 
ing of the Sistine chapel? 

Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p 
per minute at all other times. Lines close 
at midnight tonight Postal entry can be 
made by sending your answer, name, ad- 
dress and telephone number to: The In- 
dependent/ Fly Now Pay Never Day 5. P0 
Box 7298, London E14 9EG by no later 
than 29 January 1996. The winner oe 
picked at random after envy Coses, frorr 
all correct entrants. 
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Lookers moves up another gear 


The announcement by Lookers of flat 
underlying profits and the acquisition 
of Northern Ireland's largest motor 
dealer neatly encapsulated the motor 
trade’s two driving themes this year- 
Trading is difficult and likely to remain 
so, and the spoils, such as they are, are 
being enjoyed only by large groups able 
to capitalise on a marked shift m the 
way cars are being sold in the UK. 

The acqu isi tion of the Charles Hurst 
group for £253m will be part-funded 
by a one-for-three rights issue at l*5p 
a share, 19p below yesterday's un- 
changed close of 144p, and well below 
the peak of 279p reached at the start 
of 1994. As the chart below show. 
Lookers has been one of the sector’s 

wore* performers recently, with analysis 
critical of the speed of its dealership 
development programme. Before yes- 
terday’s acquisition, the size and loca- 
tion of many of the group’s outle ts were 
considered pretty second-division. 

For the year to September, profits 
slipped from £7m to £6.4m. due largely 
to a £435,000 charge for the closure of 
a Nissan depot. At J_5 per cent of Look- 
er’s sales of £399m, the pre-tax mar- 
gin was unexceptional ana underlined 
Lhe problems still afflicting a business 
where, as the chart shows, sales are still 
well below their 1989 peak. Earnings 
per share of 15.2p were down on last 
year’s 19p, although the payout rose 5 
per cent to 7. 9p. 

The Northern Ireland deal is prob- 
ably good news for Lookers, taking it 
into an area of the IIK economy that 
since 1992 has grown much faster 
than the average. The car market 
there has increased 32 per cent over 
that period. It has also taken Lookers 
into the new retailing concept of mo- 
tor villages, increasingly the future of 
the business. 

These offer potential car buyers a 
range of makes on one site, in effect a 
car supermarket in contrast to the tra- 
ditional single franchise sites that have 
reflected the stranglehold manufac- 
turers have always held over their dis- 
tribution chains. 

The company has also appeared to 
pick up on the trend for successful deal- 
ers to increase the proportion of prof- 
its generated from used car sales. This 
has been crucial due to greater price 
awareness among consumers and a sav- 
age reduction in dealer discounts of- 
fered by manufacturers where mark- 
downs of 17 per cent have been re- 
placed by cuts of 10 to 12 per cent. 

On a single-digit price/earnings mul- 
tiple many of the doubts about Look- 


ers m a n a g ement and strategy are fac- 
tored into the price. But in an in- 
CTeasngly two-tier market, where the 
best fran chises fall to the big g er more 
successful players, the only attraction 
remains a chunky 7.4 per cent yield. 

Rising costs 
hurt Holliday 

Life on the stock market has been a 
miserable experience for Holliday 
Chemical Holdings. Floated at 195p 
□early three years ago, the shares 
have had a switchback tide and are lan- 
guishing at an aQ-time low following 
yesterday’s 45p plunge to 119p. 

After a series of unhappy brushes 
with the City, the profits warning that 
prompted yesterday’s fall is the worst 
news yet from the company. 

Analysts have been revising down 
forecasts for 1995 since Holliday 
warned of difficult second-half trading 
conditions when it announced its in- 
terims in August. 

But the outcome has been much 
worse than expected, with management 
accounts pointing to pre-tax profits cut 

New car skies (mUlions}^^ 


from £193m to £L5.4m for the 12 
months to December, even before net 
exceptional costs of £3Jm. 

Like a string of other chemical com- 
panies forced to issue profit warnings 
recently, Holliday has been hitbyrS- 
ing raw material costs, which it has been 
unable to pass on in higher prices. That 
added £3.9m to last year’s costs. 

With raw materials prices cooling a 
little, the more worrying news from the 
company is the slowing of demand in 
the US and Continental Europe. The 
turndown in plastics demand nit sales 
of high -margin blue pigments, cutting 
profits by £1.8m. 

But the impact of lower demand has 
been felt right across the group, re- 
ducing sales by £6-4tn between the fiist 
and second halves. 

The destocking by customers that is 
said to have caused the problem is 
thought to be at an end, bat the com- 
pany admits that it does not knowwfaat 
the future holds. 

The caution may prove to be short- 
lived, but it could herald a new reces- 
sion in the chemicals industry. 

Holliday is moving to restore its bat- 
tered reputation in the City by raising 
efficiency, cutting an unspecified num- 
ber of jobs and writing down plant for 






IS 


1879 80 81 82.83 84 -.85 .B6~:8r « i. alvflT 

- - ■ — ^ i , _ , _ — ■ j i afo — - *• j-‘ - a ~j> 

Store price perfonnaiiceewr ^ 








a total one-off cost of £3 5xo. That may 
prove insufficient if bleak conditions re- 
turn to the industry and profits faS to, say, 
£14m this year. On a forward multiple of 
13, they look fully valued, although at this 
level they could attract a bidder. 

Unitech still 
looks good 

The market’s reaction to yesterday's 
results from Unitech was grudging in the 
extreme. Shares in the power supplies 
group fell 10 p to 499p in spite of a 45 per 
cent increase in pre-tax profits to £23m 
in tire six months to 20 January. Sales were 
also up a healthy 20 per cent at £207m. 

The share dip was largely due to the 
company’s cautious noises about Euro- 
pean markets. It said that sales had 
slowed in France while profits in die US 
fell 13 percent mostly due to hiccups with 
some military contracts. But in spite of 
these local difficulties Uni tech soil has 
plenty of growth ahead. 

The oddity of this company is its 50.6 
per cent stake in Nemtc Lambda, a 
Japanese power supplies group which 
contributed £14m of the group’s £23m 
profits. There has been speculation that 
the company may seek to dispose of part 
of its stake as Nemic transfers to the full 
Tokyo stock exchange. Unitech does not 
want to reduce its stake but may have to 
do so in order to comply with Japanese 
regulations 

The other doud which is banging over 
Unitech is the 20 per cent stake held by 
Electrowatt, a rival eJectronks group. Eteo- 
trowatt is currently involved in the pur- 
chase of Landis & Oyr and the Unitech 
stake may be sold to reduce gearing. The 
possibility of this stock coming on to the 
market at below the current price is cast- 
ing a pafi over the shares. 

But at the trading level, longer term 
prospects look good, forecasts suggest that 

the power supply division could grow prof- 
its by around 20 per cent a year for the 
next couple of years. 

The market for power supplies is ex- 
pected to grow and Unitech is in a strong 
position to grab a healthy slice, particu- 
larly in the growing Far East market 

After a strong run up from L24p in 1992 
the shares have dipped since last Sep- 
tember’s 577p peak. A period of drift may 
follow until the Eiectrowatt position is re- 
solved but with analysts forecasting full 
year profits of £49m, which puts the shares 
on a forward rating of 16, the shares still 
reasonable value. 


Caught between a Rocco 
and a carved slate plate 


Hide is a lot riding on Sir 
Rocco Forte’s pledge to sol- 
dier on sons empire. Not least 
the continued prosperity of a 
group of talented stonema- 
sons in Cambridgeshire. 
Forte bad commissioned The 
Cambridge Workshop to 
craft 21 stone nameplates for 
its Exclusive Hotel chain - 
just before Granada un- 
leashed its £3.9bn hostile bid 

for the somnambulant group. 

No expense was to be 
spared on the circular plates, 
which were to be flown to 
the group’s hotels around 
the world. Forte’s design 
people decreed that each 
disc should be hewn from 
Welsh slate, with Forte's 
crown logo lovingly engraved 
using the latest computer 
technology. Finally, a legend 
reading “Exclusive Hotels by 
Fate” was to be carved into 
the stone by band and each 
letter filled in with gold 
paint 

And therein lies the prob- 
lem. The message does not 
read “Exclusive Hotels by 
Granada”. Indeed, unless 
the dethroned knight buys 
back the Exclusive chain 
there appear to be few cor- 
porate manoeuvres that can 
justify (he £500-a-piece 
nameplates. Even if Sir 
Rocco does buy the hotels, 
the plates may need to be al- 
tered to read “Exclusive Ho- 
tels by R. Forte”. 

“We were commissioned 
to do 21 and so far have 
completed H,” says an exas- 
perated Hairy Gray, partner 
with The Cambridge Work- 
shop. “We have been paid 
for naif the contract but new 
our funds have been frozen ” 

Back to the drawing 
board. 

Still, Sir Rocco wiD have 
plenty of time to mull over 
his strategy. American Ex- 
press tells me that he will not 
be called on to make a fur- 
ther contribution to the cred- 
it card company’s advertising 
campaign. “We have no 
plans to use Forte in the next 


Moody’s ponders 
US downgrade 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

American financial markets 
were unnerved yesterday by 
the news that Moody's credit 
rating agency might downgrade 
a chunk of the US govern- 
ment's Treasury bonds. The 
benchmark 30-year Treasury 
bond lost nearly a point, while 
the Dow Jones industrials index 
was nearly 13 points lower at 
5,230.20 by late morning. 

Moody’s vice-president, Vin- 
cent Truglia, said the growing 
danger of a default on its debt 
by the Federal government 
meant there was a 50 per cent 
chance that the agency would 
cut the triplc-A rating of $387bn 
worth of Treasury bonds falling 
due on 29 February and I ApriL 
It is the first time Moody’s has 
ever taken any negative rating 
action on US Treasury bonds. 

Mr Truglia said Moody's had 
taken the Treasury at its word 
when it said no special measures 
would be available to make 
payments on its debt if Congress 
did not extend the govern- 
ment’s $4,900bn debt ceiling by 
1 March. 

The move follows a statement 
by Standard & Baor’s earlier this 
week that even a temporary de- 
fault would take Treasury bonds 


from their current tripIe-A to 
the lowest possible single-D 
rating. In November, the Lon- 
don-based rating agency IBCA 
placed the US on a “rating 
watch”. 

Financial markets do not be- 
lieve the US will default, and 
have been concentrating more 
on the likelihood of an interest 
rate cut next week. However, 
Moody's unprecedented action 
had politicians rushing out their 
reassurances. 

Robert Rubin, Treasury Sec- 
retary, said he was confident 
Congress would pass a straight- 
forward extension of the debt 
ceiling. “I’m absolutely confi- 
dent that this nation w£D not de- 
fault on its obligations for the 
first time in its history.” He 
added that Moody's had helped 
focus attention on the problem. 

Newt Gingrich, Republican 
Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, said be had had a 
“good talk” with President Bill 
Clinton. “We took a big step to- 
wards solving the debt ceding 
problem,” he said. 

The debt ceiling has been the 
Republicans' lever for trying to 
extract concessions in negotia- 
tions over how to balance the 
Federal Government deficit. 
The total amount of Treasury 
bonds outstanding is S2300bn. 


Union calls for defence 
links to repel US invasion 
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RUSSELL HOTTEN 

The European Commission 
yesterday called on govern- 
ments to forge closer defence 
links to protect the arms in- 
dustry against increasing dom- 
ination by US companies. 

In a week when Fokker’s 
financial crisis underlined the 
problems feeing Europe, the EC 
report warned an independent 
arms industry can only survive 
through closer co-operation. 

Martin Bangemann, the Eu- 
ropean Industry Commissioner, 
called for a common approach 
to defence procurement, import 
duties, and a buy-Europe poli- 
cy to protect thousands of jobs. 

Such comments will cause 
concern in the US, the main ex- 
porter of defence equipment to 
Europe. But Mr Bangemann 
said: “We want to improve our 
competitive situation. If the 
United States doesn’t like it - 
J cannot change that” 

But Mr Bangemann linked 
his call for closer co-operation 
with the eventual need for a 
common European defence 
and security policy, something 
that will be resists by many in 
the British government. 

The UK’s decision last year 
to buy American-made Cobra 
helicopters rather than the Eu- 
ropean-made Tiger, was 
greeted with particular con- 
cern by other EU members. 

Between 1988 and 1992, EU 
nations imported almost $18bn 
(£12bn) worth of arms from the 
US while exporting less than 
Slbn back. And between 1984 
and 1992, the ElTs industry 
shed 600,000 of its 1.6 million 
jobs, mostly in France, Britain, 
Germany, Italy and Sweden. At 
$65bo, the EtTs defence in- 
dustrial output is less than half 
that of the US. 



Mr Bangemann proposed 
ending arms- related customs 
duties between EU member 
stales, with the possibility of in- 
creasing those on US imports to 
the maximum rate allowed by 
the World Trade Organisation. 

Joint procurement on some 
European defence projects 
would save EU budgets as 
much as $14Jbn a year, Mr 
Bangemann believes. 

But with defence industries so 
intertwined with national am- 
bitions, co-operation on joint 
ventures is rare. 

British Aerospace and GEC 
operate cross-border alliances, 
although further integration is 


hindered tty national political 
considerations. 

At last year’s CBI conference. 
Dick Evans, chief executive of 
BAc, spoke of the urgent need 
for deeper co-operation and 
rationahsation to meet the US 
challenge. 

The speech was warmly wel- 
comed by the Defence Pro- 
curement Minister, Janies 
Arbuthnot, who urged the Gov- 
ernment to co-operate with its 
European partners to bring 
about change. 

Mr Evans said: “With the Eu- 
ropean defence industry in its 
current fragmented state, sim- 
ply throwing the market open 


JD Wood confident of housing recovery 


Nic cicum 

John D Wood & Co, the up- 
market estate agent, yesterday 
voiced “quiet confidence” in the 
likelihood of a housing market 
recovery, despite a 23 percent 
fall in profits for the six months 
to the end of October last year. 

Hie company announced that 
its pre-tax profits dropped to 
£231,000 from £301,000 in the 
same period in 1994. The fall 
came despite virtually un- 
changed turnover of 6.65m 
over that period. 


George Pape, joint-chairman 
of JD Wood, said: “Our 
turnover has gone a little bit 
down and our expenditure has 
risen slightly, which clearly 
affected our profits. But we feel 
these costs wiD be absorbed over 
the full year, so that overall ex- 
penditure should fall. As for the 
future, in the past year the 
housing market has been lam- 
basted m the wake of an attack 
on the Government. 

“We are now looking at a sit- 
uation where interest rates are 
continuing to come down, there 


is a greater move towards own- 
ership rather than renting and 
increasing numbers of people, 
including Halifax, are talking 
about how the market is getting 
better. We think things will im- 
prove in the coming year.” 

JD Wood's chain of agencies, 
nine in the central London 
area plus seven others mainly in 
the South-East, generally saw a 
buoyant market. He added. 

“Demand for property in the 
better streets and squares of 
central London, in particular 
Kensington, Knightsbridge and 


Chelsea, has led to record prices 
over the last six months,* said 
Ian Horoersbam, the other 
joint-chairman. 

“Our lettings and manage- 
ment department has again 
produced a near 20 per cent in- 
crease in turnover. 

“In the country, movement 
has been restricted by the lack 
of property coming onto the 
market as potential vendors 
await better circumstances. 
Nonetheless, well-situated 
period houses continue to sell 
if correctly priced." 
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q uar ter." assures a spokes- 
woman. Thlk about kicking a 
man when he’s down. 

After 35 years Anglia, the 
publication that promoted 
the British way of life to the 
Russians in their own lan- 
guage, is about to die an ig- 
nominious death at the 
hands of Foreign Office cuts. 
Mandarins claim that the rag 
- which has often been used 
as a promotional tool for 
British business - is no 
longer relevant in a modern 
Russian economy dominated 
by a vodka -swilling mafia. 
Besides, British business 
couldn't give a double-head- 
ed rouble whether it survived 
or perished, one mandarin 
told me (in more diplomatic 
language, of course). 

“When it was established 
it was difficult to get any- 
thing open or unbiased into 
the Soviet press,” said a For- 


eign Office man. “Now there 
is a proliferation of news. 

But. he admitted, the press- 
ing reason for the paper's 
closure was the budget re- 
view demanded by HM 
Tteasury- 

Heated debate north of the 
border over just who has run 
the worst-performing Tessa 
(the tax-exempt special sav- 
ings schemes that have just 
matured). 

industry statistics show* 
the honour to rest with Royal 
Bank of Scotland. However, a 
reader assures us that the 
mantle truly to belongs to 
R ant- of Scotland, which has 
so far avoided ridicule by not 
publishing its performance 
figures. 

Either way, the big Scot- 
tish banks did not appear to 
get the hang of this Tessa 
business. Clydesdale also 
produced a bit of a dog. 


IN BRIEF 


Tiger, tiger: Britain’s decision last year to buy American-made Cobra helicopters rather 
than the European Tiger (above) caused particular consternation in the EU 


to unbridled competition would 
be yet further invitation for 
US companies to slice their way 
into Europe.” Eurofighter 2000, 
the largest European collabo- 
rative arms project, recently 
moved a step closer to produc- 
tion, but it is far from airborne. 

Companies from Britain, 
Germany, Italy and Spain co- 
operate on Emofigbter, but it 
has been plagued by cost over- 
runs and technology problems- 

But it may help smooth the 
way to further integration be- 
tween European industries, 
such as a proposed missiles 
merger between British Aero- 
space and France’s Matra. 


Sales on the rise at Burton 

Burton said it had shrugged off fragile consumer confidence over 
the past 20 weeks, increasing sales 5.9 per cent. Analysts upgraded 
their forecasts by about £8m to £12Sm, unworried by a small de- 
cline in gross margin. 

Tugenhadt takes chair at Blue Circle 

Abbey National’s chairman. Lord Tugenhadt. is poised to suc- 
ceed Sir Peter Writers as non-executive chairman of Blue Cir- 
cle. Lord Tugenhadt. who is also a non-executive director of BOC 
and Eurotunnel wiD succeed Sir Peter after May’s annual meeting. 

Midland unloads 3i stake 

Midland Bank has offloaded its remaining 2.6 per cent stake in 
the venture capitalist 3i. James Cape! placed 30 million shares 
at 404p. Midland reduced its 3i stake from 5.3 to 2.6 per cent as 
part of last June's £440m share sale by four bank shareholder*. 
Lloyds and the Bank of England sold their stakes, while Barclays 
lowered its holding from 5 .5 per cent to 2.7 per cent. 

Heald moves in at Hepworth 

Hepworth has appointed Malcolm Heald as finance director. He 
had previously held the same position at First Choice, the holi- 
day company, and replaces Robert Lam bourne. Before joining 
First Choice, Mr Heald was with Jacques Vert and Kingfisher’s 
property subsidiary. ChartweU Land. 

Cookson buys rest of Alpha 

The diversified industrial group Cookson has bought the remaining 
50 per cent in Alpha Metals of Japan from its joint venture part- 
ner. Electroplating Engineers, of Japan for Slbn. The venture, 
set up in 1989, supplies solder paste, chemicals and laser-cut sten- 
cils to Japan's big electronic manufacturers. 

Barbour Index profits slip 

Profits at Barbour Index slipped 18 per cent as the information 
group incurred higher new service development costs. They fell 
from £L.9m to £1.57m. Barbour warned that the increased costs 
might not be matched by revenue and full-year results would there- 
fore “not be materially different” from last year’s £2m. Analysts 
had expected about £3m and the shares fell 16p to 295p. 

Sales heat up at Kenwood 

Third-quarter sales at Kenwood Appliances are weU up on last 
year, the domestic appliance group has announced. UK opera- 
tions were the star performer in the period, with sales 24 percent 
higher, but the two Italian businesses acquired in November 1993 
have also done well. Excluding the Italian operations, Kenwood’s 
sales worldwide were ahead by 16 pet, inducting the 24 per cent 
uplift in the UK. Kenwood's shares jumped 12p to 270p yesterday. 

Looking up at Danka 

Dan Doyle, chief executive of Danka, said he was pleased with 
third-quarter profits at the photocopier supplier, which showed 
growth of 60 per cent before exceptional severance costs. After 
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SHARE SPOTimHT 


Fund manager MAM could find itself a bid target 
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Are iho tables about !o be 
turned on Mercury Asset Man- 
agement? The fund manage- 
meni group, which played a 
pivotal role in the bitter bid bat- 
tle between Granada and 
rorle, may find itself on the 
end of a bid. according to ru- 
mours circulating around (he 
market yesterday. 

Shares in MAM moved no- 
tably in the opposite direction 
to the rest of the market and 
dosed the session sporting a 
nse of 15 p to 883 p. That pnee 
values the company, which was 
J 3 st year demerged from Whr- 
burg when the merchant bank 
was bought by Swiss Bank Cor- 
poration, at more than£ 1 . 6 bn. 

Turnover in the tightly held 
MAM stock was quite chunky 
at almost 3 million, amid gos- 
sip that a bid pitched in excess 
of £10 a share was on the way. 

The cash-rich National 
Westminster Bank, which ap- 
parent Jy recently ran its slide 
rule over the Ganmore fund 


management group, is widely 
lipped as the bidder. Nat West 
shares dropped 7 p to 667 p. 

Royal Bank of Scotland, a 
penny firmer at 589 p, was also 
mentioned by some dealers as 
haying looked at buying MAM. 
which ranks second only to 
Prudential in terms of funds 
under management. At the 
last count MAM's funds were 
put at £ 72 bn. 

Some analysts reckon that 
MAM, already knee-deep in 
cash, made more than £ 100 m 
out of the Granada bid. Its an- 
nual results for 1994 showed a 
cash halance of £ 162 m and only 
£ 2 t»m of shorl-lerm debts. 

Separately, MAM has 
boosted its holding in Thorn 
EMI, which is soon to an- 
nounce its demerger plans, by 
almost a full percentage point 
to 12 per cent. Thom, 3 p high- 
er in early trading, finish ed 4 p 
down at £ 1639 p. 

For the rest of the market, 
the session was one to forget. 
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Share prices among the lead- 
ers tumbled with the temper- 
ature in London. The FT-SE 
100 share index lost all of the 
previous day's gains - which 
look it to a record - with a 24 - 
point drop to 3 , 734 . 2 . 

Investors were quite content 
to pocket profils, and brokers 
took plenty of commission fees 
from more than 35,000 deals 
that resulted inaveiy high 1 bil- 
lion shares changing hands. 

A large parl'of the days 
trading tame courtesy of some 
special situations. More than 6 
per cent of the session's total 
business was in BAA, steady at 
496 p, as the Government placed 
its remaining stake. Total vol- 
ume in BAA was 63 million. 


Shares in Forte, which lost its 
takeover battle earlier this week, 
were also heavily traded, with 20 
million going through the 
books. Granada, which could 
end up selling hotels back to Sir 
Rocco Forte, fell 3 p to 704 p. 

Second-line stocks, buoyed 
by yet more takeover rumours, 
fared considerably better than 
the leadens. The FT-SE 250 in- 
dex fell just 0.2 of a point to 
4 , 086.7 and the FT All-Share 
rose 03 per cent to 1 , 837 . 17 . 

latarerspeadation contin- 
ued to run rife in the breweries, 
pubs and restaurants sector. 
Guessing what Whitbread, 03 p 
easier at 690 p. will buy has be- 
come an established game. 

A further high was set byJD 


Wethers poou, the pub com- 
pany, which added 7 p to 741 p. 
Regent Inns, also rumoured as 
a possible target for Whit- 
bread, hii a peak 737 p with a 
rise of Sp. 

Falls were recorded by some 

share prices that have been 

buoved recently by takeover ru- 
mours. This group included 
Vaux Group, down 2 p 296 p, 
MyKinda Town, off a penny to 
13 Ip, and Group Chez Gerard, 
which lost 2 p to 23 Sp. 

The market's appetite for 
biotech stocks remained insa- 
tiable - particularly for British 
Biotech, which spurted 7 Op to 
£ 22 _ 38 p. The shares traded at 
500 p last autumn. 

Ian White, analyst at Robert 
Fleming, reiterated his buy 
recommendation for British 
Biotech. There was talk that the 
shares could run up consider- 
ably higher, and even top £ 30 . 

The biotech sector is now 
setting fresh highs on a daily 
basis. Other movements yes- 


terday saw Cantab Pharma- 
ceuticals rocket 85 p to 530 p. 
Cortecs International sprint 
33 p to 27 flp, and Scotia Hold- 
ings climb 19 p to 603 p. Mi- 
Laboratories, traded on the 
USM increased 46 p to 457 p 
cm a £ 25 m placing to fund de- 
velopment of its Icodial dial- 
ysis solution. 

Elsewhere, Bluebird Tbys 
was lifted by the Mattel 
takeover move for Hasbro, 
and closed ISp better at 339 p. 
Hasbro has a 7 per cent stake 
in Bluebird, which in turn has 
many of its toys distributed by 
Mattel. 

Maiden results from Jasmin, 
traded on AIM, went down 
well The shares, floated at 88 p 
last November, dim bed 12 p to 
103 p. 

Among the main fallens were 
Standard Chartered, down 
26 _ 5 p to 636 p, as the company 
issued a statement saying it 
knew of no reason for its recent 
strong share price performance. 


TAKING STOCK 


Q There was strong demand 
for shares in Aegis, op Up to 
43 p. Morgan Grenfell Asset 
Management was said to be a 
big buyer of stock in the 
media-buying agency, which 
has a lengthy blue-chip client 
list featuring Kellogg's, 

Leri's, and Asda. The Euro- 
pean-wide $ 200 m -billing 
account of Philips Electronics 
is set to join the fold.. Almost 
13 million Aegis shares were 
dealt, equal to L 6 per cent of 
the total in issue. 

□ Keep a watch on Manx & 
Overseas, traded on AIM. 
The price yesterday rose 2 p 
to 21 p as buyers appeared on 
the scene. There are 
rumours that the company, 
headed by Geoffrey Mad- 
drell, former bead of Tootai 
and ProSbare. may be look- 
ing separately to float Enter- 
prise, the Internet access 
prorider in which it has a 30 
per cent stake. 
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' Celestial challenge for champion 


Racin g 

GREG WOOD 

The shun- term plans for manv 
oi the country's best jumpers 
may be frustrated hv the latest 
culd snap, but one' trainer at 
least is Playing a longer game. 
Kim Bailey, who completed 
the Cha m p ,on Hurdle and 
Gold Cup double at last v ear's 
Cite lie nham Festival. said lV s- 

terday that Alderbmok. 'the 
champion hurdler, is on course 
to defend his title, a possibility- 
which looked distinctly- remote 
when two chips ol hone were re- 
moved from his knee last Mav. 

Last season. Bailey famous- 
ly saddled Alderhrook to win 
the limber championship after 
just nine weeks in his care. A 
Group Two winner on the Flat. 


Aldcrhrook's chance at Chel- 
tenham became clear after suc- 
cess i n ihe Kingwell Hurdle at 
meant mi in Fehruary. and 
[hat race is again the large! for 
^seasonal reappearance. 

He is in full work at present 
and we are ahead of schedule 
compared with last year as we 
have had him a lot longer.** Bai- 
ley said yesterday. "I couldn't he 

more happy with him.” The 
trainer is also considering his 
options if the cold weather per- 
sfcLs. “If lor some reason he had 
t« « miss the Kingwell. and he had 
to go straight to Cheltenham, it 
w-uuld nut be a worry. " he said. 

Bailey also reports Master 
Oals. the Gold Cup winner, to 
he in excellent health as he pre- 
pares for the Hennessy Gold 
Cup ai Leopards I own on Sun- 
day week. "He's in good form 


and either Charlie Swan or 
Jamie Osborne will ride.” 

Cold weather robbed Tony 
McCoy of the chance to rccoril 
the fastest century in National 
Hum history before Christinas, 
but with similar conditions im- 
minent, he was taking no 
dunces at Wincuiion yesterday. 

McCoy rode the hist two win- 
ners at the West Country track, 
and in the process added an- 
other dipping to his now 
bulging file of praise. “Let's be 
fair, you can't find a better jock- 
ey for one that has to be pushed 
out.” Milton Bradley said after 
watching McCoy cajole Zin- 
gibar lo victory in the opening 
race. ""Tony said the horse was 
having second thoughts going 
down the far side, but once he 
hit Ihe front he was okay.” 

Half an hour later, McCoy 


survived several serious errors 
by Sam tee, and in particular the 
horse's attempt to separate the 
13lli fence from its founda- 
tions, lo go dear on the run-in 
and win by five lengths. 

Tony Dobbin's fortunes have 
not been quite as exceptional as 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Modest Hope 
(Southwell 12.40) 

NB: Mr Moriarty 
(Southwell 1.30) 

McCoy's this season, not least 
when he was jocked off the ride 
on One Man. the Gold Cup 
favourite, by Richard Dun- 
woody. Dobbin's name was be- 
ing inked in rather than rubbed 
out yesterday, however, fol- 
lowing his booking to ride Chief 


Minister, an interesting out- 
sider, in the Champion Hurdle. 

Chief Minister was partnered 
by Peter Hobbs, now retired, 
when second in the Fighting 
Fifth Hurdle at Newcastle two 
months ago. “Chief Minister 
goes to Cheltenham with live 
each-way prospects and I've 
had a decent bet on him at 
50-1,” Graham Shiel, his own- 
er. said yesterday. “He's won six 
hurdle races since 1 bought him 
two years ago and he’s come 
back fresh and weD from his win- 
ter break.” Punters who share 
Shiel's optimism will find book- 
ies offering 40-1 about Chief 
Minister for Cheltenham. 

Aiderbrook'swin last March, 
and the £170,000 on offer for 
this year’s Champion, awoke 
many owners of useful Flat 
performers to the all-year round 


potential of their horses. Mark 
Johnston admitted as much 
yesterday when he said that Ce- 
lestial Key. a classy Flat hand- 
i capper, wifi make his hurdling 
debut in early March before a 
possible trip io the Festival. 

“It’s not ideal but you can't 
run them if they're not fit,” 
Johnston said. “It’s true to say 
that people have jumped on the 
AlderbrooJc bandwagon, but to 
take it seriously we probably 
should have stalled earlier. But 
I’m not ruling him out as he's 
definitely the right land of 
horse for the job.“ 

Celestial Key is not to be con- 
fused with Celestial Choir, an- 
other Champion entry who has 
yet to run over burdks. This gap 
in her education should be 
filled at Musselburgh on Tues- 
day, according to Les Eyre, the 


pm*- 




V 

r_ 


Johnston: on bandwagon 

six-year-old’s trainer. “We were 
going to go for the Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle but she's been 
such a great servant, winning 
£40,000, that when the entiy 
stage came round we thought, 
what's another £300?" 

Both Celestial Key and Ce- 
lestial Choir are at least 50-1 
chances in ante-post lists. If 
Aldcrbrook is indeed on the way 
back, make sure that any bets 
are each-wav. 


Frost threat to Doncaster and Lingf ield 


Tote Direct starts to take laughing stock out of the Quadpot 


Both today's turf cards at Line- 
field and Doncaster are ihreal- 
ened by frosty weather and 
inspections will take place at 
7 Jriam and 7am respectively. 


SOUTHWELL 


At Ayr. due to race tomor- 
row. there will be an inspection 
a! Id. 45am today. One Man is 
due in race ai' Cheltenham, 
which has lusl its last two meet- 


ings to Ihe weather. Course of- 
ficials reported thau although 
the ground was frost- free yes- 
terday. a poor weather forecast 

would hasten an inspection. 


The Tote's Quadpot, in which 
the aim is to find placed hors- 
es in the third, fourth, fifth and 
six races on a card, and which 
has produced risibly small pools 
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HYPERION 

***2 Modest Hope 2.30 Yeoman Oliver 

?.° AMAZ,NG <nap) 3.00 Weetman's Weigh 
H:? Moriarty 3.30 Convent Guest 

24)0 Kira (nb) 4.00 Kingchip Boy 

GOING: Niandarii. ' 

STALLS: Ifejih-. 

riRAU A/IVaVT A< • C: Low num<H.n arc tvs: i«v.;r r .f 
3 Fi!>ri?£tnrl surfart-; loli-hjnrl shjrp. ■■vu| mmu 

3 1 - ,ur ^' :*ni W i .f Nc-wurfc ai RolI-.-Mun. r.v>ll«».->n J urn-won nuhroy station ai(jnia-. Die 
nruiNi- ADMISSION: Cluti S J^.Tauersiltsili itlAF nicmU.-is of ciKintf's Lremwr.1 Club 
■■ 1. "m| ■smil'd ur'U-r-Hjs Rkvi. CAB PARK: Krev. 


OAnl ANNESLEY LBfflTED STAKES (CLASS F) E3J00 added 6f 
- I Penalty Value £2^72 

1 056615 DtSSEMftM (4) (CO) 0V) IBM T Laacaj J0&CM90 JWmtrS 

: 630-540 AQUADO (7) (C) |K NcboQSJ 5 Bowing ? 8 11 J QtoroB 

3 OWCM) KWrePAVWtHWmiOftDuiesnVDsfyeeil ACt*ane2 

4 420000 GREY CHARMER (4) (D) (f*l. GsUiaSOnfi C Jame. 7 P 11 AMeSotoll 

5 OCOi-39 HOMS So Raa«|JBanne 5 fill J Etkmnds (7} 15 

6 MJMO MONTAGUE DAMSON 0) (CO) {G Wfcnrel Mra N Macautey 4 8 U tana WHnria (7) 12 

7 656005- iWWJO(Sa) (DtshCWratJ Jrtarwtw 6a U Nframdy3 

B 540236- SWST MATE (45) (CD) Mn P A EtarraBj S BoaroiA 1 8 U -CT««re(5)U 

9 U0& WARM HEARTED (USA) (22] |A*v A V Cappurs-yl 4 Ne*amt>e 4 8 11 _JI Grofens 14 




Q LLVDiNG THAJNERS WITH R1WE8& D Chapman — 1 J winners front '07 run- 
tv.T* at a raii., iif | fu<% pving a Ins, Ui u Si level 4aku c4S 122.74: S Norton — M <m- 
IV^.. I Tj nnuR-r^, Al.aV R Botbnshcad — as winner!,. 3C1 runners, <1.73%, 

-i I -Hi.iii'i, T D Barron — at winners. liXi runners. I f,..Tk,. +S j 7 (ift 
B LEADING JOCKEYS: J Oman — 40 winner*, 17« rides. 81%, -4J17 i:| : L Dettori 
— lUtarv. IK) refer. .‘I.l't, -S.H.7S.J Wwer- :JG winners. 3)0 rMo, l»n. +5IIMU; 

Desui HeKeonv — *1 winner*. jf.7 ntfcs. I'JJJV -47I.IIS. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: So Amazing ( I .ft?, 1 won here on Friday; Kiagcbip Boy 
1 1 i"i) wrin fu-re nr Monday-. 

I .flNG -DISTANCE RLINNERS: Warm Hearted <2.001 A Mislemaai 1 1.UUI Uavi-1 2:C: 
""I*- In. in A Nnt. ..mho’s YjiroomW salblo ui Devon: Father Dan | IJ.40 1 A AwaMha 
ij.iwi mv-ori’in mll.s fn.m Mik> G Kellvwjjr's Whitrumlw yard in Poatnyswen 

( 1 .Hi it lra.n|. If.ri miles from DRure hell's Bncry Hill stable in Gwcni; Hever Golf Dia- 
mond i.'L'tU) , 1 17 links fromT J NauglaunS Efoom yard in Surrey: Grey Charmer 

1 V. toll irjvvhi (.Cl irukN from 1 : James’ East (’I'anaon stable in Berkshire; Sharp Thrill 
t t.::u> & Threot-ock*. l.J.JUl cover l:<2 miles from B .Sman’s Lambuum yard In Berk- 
smro. 

19 401 BALDERT0N AMATEUR RDERS HANDICAP (CLASS F)(DIV 
I) £3^200 added lm 4f Penalty Value f^,99o 

1 13230-2 eon BLADE 0] (OUteB Peawi J Peat* 7 120 J*aLPea*a9 

3 FATHBf DAN (B) IP tBF) Mss* Rxr% Cttjl Ifes ii 3 > (vwvfiv 7 12 0 JW J CMcar 3 

3 450106- CHANTRY BEATH 1106) (D) CRac^pec Sagn Loop:] C Ihcmicn 5 11 5 _ Jdr S Mere 7 

4 740054 tnVERME (14} (CO) (ftchari Berawil D Oupman 10 11 5 HsaRGMiS 

5 CG33-16 AIODEST HOPE (IISAJ (7) (CD) U McMBnanonl B Rtdvnond 9 11 2 _ JHs D KehiaMfl 5 

6 401D40' RMCI10N IWBnYIWO |552] (D) fC G tenon C Broofl 6 109 t*AWWe(5)l 

7 5C0C<l-3 C0MIHTS IEGEND (M) (CJ (D) (BR K) HMOr^J J BoCDmty 6 10 S KsAftm*2 

6 riVVOGC MAJOR SNUGHT (111 (A Gnensood) M W Easttrtjy 4 10 4 Ah M RkMi 4 

i* 00000-5 PHANAN (14) (DJ (P E PeacodO R Peaax* 10 99 Mrs CPenrnrk {5] 6 ~ 

JO lCTOOo fEBBANGIJS (UJ iBar&o F Rnymo N J 9 7. Ms C WMaas <5J ID 

-lOdedand- 

Aftwian «s(-pir SstTB. True K/mtceo ves&v: Nebmnfrs S3 m 

BETIWG: 1M GoM BJadn, 7-2 FMlur Dm. 4-1 Malar SnaglR, S-l Chmtiy Beaih. U Modest Hope, 
Comtec s Legend Ukl Tendering, 20-1 Junctian IteatytM. 26-1 othns 

1995; no ewre^iDnding rroecng 

FOflMGUDE 

GOLD BLADE *as having ms first race tn tour momris wtren firmer- uo 10 Rpyaf Circus at 
Lingficid on Saturday and he'd Have a gxxl chance ot giving away me wight rf he car im- 
riovt- a length orw® on that performance. Ihe tact (hat Father Dan was favourite for mat 
ungiiew event means he cam he nil«l out bur. even though tie dmm enjoy the run of the 
race, hec heen on the go a while end the handKapner miff* naue hold of rwn for now. 
Mart FfL-nai is an eyecotctWng hooking for Atafor Snugfit a fair fourth ot 16 behind AtfcVoal- 

00 here on ms latest outing ana binhered for the first time suioe rts two- yeai-okl days, 

rttiile the wry experienced Stephen Swieis comes m for the ndeon Ctianby Beatti. Channy 
Beadi hasrft ion ori ii«s arface before hut tnat dttrt saop staUemates s«h as ftasi Spencer 
anc Stand Tall runrvng well f»w time on Rbresand. Temperings last win was bach m Jan- 
uary’ last year — but It was an amateurs' handicap for todays rider. Rosemaiy dam. and 
on a good o»,' the on horse mgu 3 il be able to set too strong a gallop (or most of Ws 
opponents. Setecfloru GOLD BLADE 

py ap[ LADBROKE ALL-WEATHER SERIES HANDICAP (QUALIFIER) 
(CLASS F) (DIV 0 £3250 added lm Penalty VSahie £2^71 

1 443^11 SOAMAZWO(7)tOlCPttB)WsB3HH4lDli6ei 1 Weaver 7 

2 02140-3 BABEL OF HOPE U4) (QffctPrJ Ufelsoo) JEpe 4 910 J Fortune 1 

3 100013- JALMAD (48) id) IHwstrO B McMBitcn 4 94 LNBWfon H 8 

4 40025-0 BOGART (141 IA P Oevetocrnem ftoduCB (f® Udl C Fartid 593 H Cochrane 10 

5 0005-13 KOMMMAIIE(IJ) (CDHBR (McZnaQrano SBoKigA93 CTeagiepjB 

6 30001-2 BAKHtS BAUGHIBt 03) tCD) 0 R Amnltfl J AmcM 4 9 1 IWm2 

7 0 X 1463 INDIAHRA (7) (P J lawmi R Ho&nshead 5 8 11 F Mach ( 7 ) 4 

5 000545 SEA GOO i7)(Mis B Wtod) M Objubh 5 8 7 CMmday(7)3 

9 005503 THE SBUtfiL (111 fTm Corty) M Ryar 4 S 0 MBaH{5)5 

10 emtf - LESIONS PARK (163) (Am*! Sa*xd CacMVi ParhJ M W EasauBr 4 7 10 JL Oamoch 9 

-JDdadmd- 

BETTING: 11-4 So AbbUM, 4-1 Komtamatte, 31-2 Baml W Hope, 6-1 BMtsra Danghtcr, 8 -lJai- 
maU. 10-1 fodatoa, 12-1 The Mestral, J4-1 Sea God, Bo^rt, 20-1 Leedoas Partt 

FORM OWE 

Havr.gjiBl gpi the Deuer of Peg® Spencer on her firsuun here. So Amazing nad to show 
pienr, of deffiimination w hold o« another decent fiSy, Cashmere lady, fast Fnday and. pro- 
vnjed those races havent left ihetf mark, she must haw a chance of mafong n three in a 
iw. despiie carrying a big weight over tf*? extra ftirtong. So Amazing rrt^it not be atowd 
to dKlsne the pace. imu#i. because The Itestral (hwnan m-form yafol tned to make aS 
on hrr lasi visit and Cashmere Latys staWemaie. BARREL of HOPE, does best from me 
ironL too. Law auamn. barret Of Hope was cau&V Otoe home in a 23-runner handicap 
ai iork bt-fore making ail to beat an even tagger fleW a Newbury and he rai by no means 
badtv an ms last visit here, finishmg third to the proe'esstve Mapte Bay and the In form Ben- 
ramms La*. Komiamatte. up agatnsl Wngtvp Boy last time, is a possHuBty. along wnh Bak- 
ers Dwtftter. whose second to Robefcon in a (air event at Un^ieU shows she's nm into 

torni and must be respecreo. One ma could gi realy well a a tag pnee is Bogprt. bear- 
ing in mind Uva Ray Cochrane won three raoes on Lam Fort for Owe Fatrhurst eady test 
^ Getectirw BARREL OF HOPE 

a gn BALDERTON AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV 
n) £3,200 added lm 4f Penalty Vtfue £ 2 ,2 2 2 

1 304005 SIREAKT HAWK (USA) f39)yefl Peace) Jrtoree 4 120 _j*,LP~rcel 

3 6 WHO- P0NTTNY5WEN [324) (Dj U LThcmay D aiffielS 11 11 MbsEJJ»es9 

3 006035 BfTCH fl89) iR toyW G Ke*r 4 11 9 MMItaeMBjS 

065566- SHAWTHMi ( 8 ) IH H Bwtel B Sown 5 11 9 JtesV Manual 5 

OiOO-li MRMO»BAim(14)lCD|{BR(DHBovm©SBDW«5114 Ata U Marti B 

5 LL3333- 0109 ! «<^0W(78)i5u^ PdeIDKJ J£jre5 11 3 ASsa Dwa Jcnes 4 

7 OtKCAfi SWTLEY A&«« (ID U * SwfflumeiN ^ao96110 MiDMttaMH? 

* COO- PRETTY SCARCE (60) IS A Ctesr} B Preece 5 109 JfcsLBoswri (5) 3 

O 04004-3 RECORD LOVER (7) (Q (Alan Uannj M Otsmat 6 10 5 MrVl*ani*2 

io 50£W S^SlOfWIlDfltJOSowefWUUtferAlOA IfesAUsberlO 

- 10 declared - 

BEtTOB: 2-1 Record lover, 4-1 Ai’Moritety. M AMtiie Mom. 13^ Sag® ttewh, 6-1 ttwekW»t 

Oat. 10-1 Sharp Ttefl, 12 -1 Pontynysweu, Shodey Agzta. 20-1 Btah, S-l Pretty Scarce 
FORM GUIDE 

Corswenng mat ne rodnt raced stnee Septemoer. and camng 13R> more man hatrue 
r, and cap weight that dav. RECORD LOVER ran very v*U m fifrahng a dose thhdtoPre- 
nver Dunce hare test Friday when ne made morfrf the naming. Those that can be tanned 
to make a race d it mdude Mr Moriarty, from a stable goreg at present and Afobre 
Storm thmJ to AdakMWo on her last visrt. Mr Monany ran Modes Hope to 2 over lm3t 
nere recendv and had previously non a maiden handicap owr course and c&stance Xtf 41 
hum Ate»mo. Stnakg Hawk represents Jelt and Lydta Peaca so he earn be r-jMout. 

while PfotSyiwswwo hasn't raced for two months t»4 overemne a smrtar absence v.her. WK- 

hog up .n a race of this sort at wfowmampten for ttfte/s nder. Em» fhs njt 

last season. ’ S**™ 0 * tscORD UW5? 


10 301500 MOSTUPPniY (4HC0) U Benvi J Berry 4 8 9 LeTot»>4 

11 5533-22 AWASHA (20) (H A^Wicwol Mrj, Gay feUeraf 4 B 6 — RCochrmB 

12 0020-30 RBIY F001SIEPS {B) (ftwO P MSihaw 5 Ctanpnn 4 8 6 SDMM7 

13 23602-2 tORAdA) U E WSoru J t^e SS6 — RU**il 

14 060000 LEGAL DRAMA (USA) (6) lA B Coo&n) P Mc&xle 4 8 6 £Fa*aar(7}6 

15 360300 TAaOFSUfBtf99)niFeteTGFwTmn}hBurte4 88 TWtamU 

IB 145000 WE8EJ0RBt(B7) (D)IMrs JaneMGcBn^l SCWir® 4 86 VHaMdajrlB 

-lfidedwd- 

BEITMfc 4-1 Awasta, 02 Aka. 01 Horat Herefod, 7-lDtescfltDr,101SweetAMa.l2-lPm- 
ttier, Montague ttewma. MqMs, 14-1 Tori « SMr, Aqwde, Hwy Faalstqw, 101 BreyCtarmer, 
WWmJaJws, 201 amen 

FORM GUIDE 

Diaaentor was three lengths loo good for KIRA In a course and distance handicap a ton- 
meht affi but he coufdrTt cope with the subsequent 90> rise here cm Monday, frxshukJ only 
Wifi behind Daawe. tMth Jason weaver on board, Dissentor on easily ruled out but the 
weights here fovotk Kira, who is 150 belter off. Awasha stays a mUe but the closest she's 
come ro winning a race was over the trip at Lmgheld last nme out when die ran Myjmha 
to a head.tt sere's as eflectwe on Hbresand. ana tfw first- tune B»nJ«rs have ihe desired ef- 
fect, Awasha rs the one I9ra has lo beat Rory Footsteps was only Inches behind Areasha 
m M>]lr*aS race at UngfeU buns 10® worse oft now. As refs so lightly raced. Warm Heart- 
ed can mpidve more than most and wmichn have to do a great deal better than at Ling- 
field test time to make tas presence ML He had subsequent winners Milos and Random 
berime when fifth to Pageboy. Panther would have a chance at tos best and won a corxt- 
tions race fvst time up test year, at VAkwemampton. Celectlnn- KIRA. 

[ oonl danethorpe median auction MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 

E) £4^00 added 3Y0 lm Penatty Value £3075 

1 0 SUJNtSMDOt} HAIL (18) U Smyflv R HoiWthead 9 b MVM^Hd4 

? HOfASA (S Fgsn*3 W (TGoman 9 0 EmretTGoreMil 

3 66-22 YEOMAN OUVBt (4) iMdtad G T Stores) B McMernn 9 0 LtJawtop(5)3 

4 BBACQUA (USA) Alts Jeame Diapnani DOapnGn89 AMtane7 

5 646- GRffl<<®J(Baj|42(PaD«kt»iEierDS WienB8 9 ] Tate 5 

6 56 tQNGDOM PROCESS (16) IG B Turmul Lafi M Cvecfio 8 9 IChnocftB 

7 655 THRffiSOCKS (136) (H H Ebrici B Smart B 9_.. R Carina 2 

BETTMet 04 foare OCver, 11-4 Mates. 01 Tkreesocfcs, 01 Green Geos 12-1 retare 
FORHGUDE 

YEOMAN OUVEP finished behind Kaiffloia Princess when both ran for the firettme here 
(5fi in November, but Yeoman Oflver turned Ihe form nxmd in Coachella's race at Wotor- 
nampten and went on to run nis best race so far when besting ail bar Dancng Cavalier m 
a 16- runner handicap over course and distance on Monday. Oearly gang the r.&xt way. 
Yeoman driver looks gxr6 enough to land ihfe maiden, although the newcomer Mofwa 
commands respect and.couW pose tarn some problems. Mofesa s a half-brother to Mid- 
nght Jazz, successful on both turf and the afl-vreamer for BIB OGoman. who could easily 
have the colt ready to »m first time. ARhou&i net beaten on her one previous attempt on 
Fibiesand. Ttseesocte was making her debut. She showed abaty Jt Chepstow afterwords 
and this represents a drop m ctess aher her final three- year-old start at Sandown. Bryen 
Smart and Ray Cochrane teemed up to «4n here recently with Shorn Gazelle. Sreen Gem's 
dose fourth behind Mask Flower at bnfjieid t6fj suggests sfw can wm a little race but she 
must pul behind her a teloiv-par nm there last time out. Selection: YEOMAN OLIVER. 

Onni CARLTON-ONTRENT HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5/150 added 
3YD 7f Penalty Value £3,709 

1 102OM SHONMJW(15)ITaJDew«MJor«w97 IMmt2 

2 162013 WSJMAIfS YfBGH (7) (C) (8 F) IE Mbooioi H atege) R Hoferahesd 9 5 — MW0m3 

3 21302-5 CMLIBAMG BANG (9) (Isi Crsufonfl J %ny 8 11 PRobert»(7)4 

4 005-3 YtXMG FREDSBCX (13) {Ms Bane M Bute) h Bute 8 9 TMdqr(7)6 

5 030464 RMBIAN (4) Tmes at Wfpd W OGcnren 8 5 — Bmm Cr&twm 7 

6 020304 GHOSTtY APPARITION (3) Ms Dene Upson) Jam R Uson 8 4_ JM FaMon 1 


Newton (5)3 
ACMtane7 

! TatcS 

LCtonochB 

iCtxhrene2 


7 0CO031 BRtflANDONE (91 (D) IG E GifWBl SBoungB4 [6e0 NCartMe5 

-7 declared - 

BEintK: 52 Weetmrt Wagi 3-1 BIrmm 4-1 Yoong Frederick, H Oflbag Bane. Fore- 
man, 15-2 Statable. 14-1 GtoeOy Apparitor 

FORM GUIDE 

Briganoonevrasorty beaten four lengths and a neck by WEETMANS WEIGH over six fur- 
longs here on January S but Is only 2b better off ties afternoon, havng picked up a penal- 
ly for tas narrow win at WoNemampton m the meantime. Butthat WoNerhampton success 
shows chat Brtgsnoone is wed suited by this ctetance, whereas Weetmartn Woffi ts tneng 
the mp for Ihe first time. Weetman's Wa^i is n good form, thot^i, and should go we6 
again afterroraimg Seeking Destiny to a neck last Friday. CMSbang Bong was only uro and 
a had lengths behind Bneanoone at Wtavertempun and has a 6fo pul today, nhfie YotaiC 
Frederick has usefti 73>-dasner Tom Ashley on board and b on the upgade Judged on 
his thhd befend Soverwffi Pmca in a harafieap over this tnp at LmgPeld. Ftarwaan ha6 ran 
respecratay m much tagger fiekfc man today's on iu la» two vtots, the btest last Monday 
In the race won by Dancing Cavaber (who is from the same stable as Weetman's Wetffi). 
but might not as much room for mprovemera. Se l ection- WEETMAN'S WEIGH. 

o oni FACKLEY SELUNG SCARES (CLASS F) (SELLING SERIES 
QUALIFIER) £3J50 added 3YO 7f Penalty Value £2^07 

1 00126-3 tKAflQNKJY (1BJ (CD} t8F) (] H Bscnai J Payne 54 AMcStenel 

2 160050 UGKA TIQtA IBBB (21) (C) Ms M Lngwcd) 6 Ikrcy 9 4 F McCabe p) 10 

3 000006 DCfM YARD (ntGecdWtangM Overran 613 C»a<ley(7)4 

4 60053-2 WELSH MELODY (18) (M Dereni K Bwfo B 13 T Wiwit B 

5 5-0 ADLHt PR) fC B Timtxii tn5 M Camacho 8 12 LGtaraocfcl 

6 05 1BIER GOLF IXAMOM) (18) |M J Cunrantfisml T tauten 8 12 IWmmt7 

7 050005 KMS(U)fDertoA5rrKlvBRD0He!l812 MFantoa5 

8 6440 UXH STT1E (17) U B VWcoo R Hofensbead 8 12 R Cochrane 2 

9 6 CONVSfT GUEST (24) (M A f^am M Damon 8 7 J» P Aiepfiy (3) 6 

10 0500 HAFffR SUR (18) (PM Hsatonl Ms N MacaJSyB 7 CTn0e(5)B 

-lOdedMwd- 

BETlwa: 01 lacftstyto. 10030 Weteh Uetody, 4-1 Dretfafloy. 01 CoouMt GmsL 10-1 Hewer GdT 
Dtenwnd, TKka Tteta TWot 14-1 Kratt Down Ihe YM, 201 often 
BKMfflflDE 

Forget LOCH STYLE'S latest run, when he was mistaken for four-year-old stabtemaie Tara- 
yer and took or. older horses over a far-from-sunabie mde and a half. Loch Style's earicr 
efforts a Wolverhampton, the first over an extended mie and the second over sfc furlong, 
Suggs t he has what a takes town a race of the sot. Welsh Melody won a flies' seBer 
at Wohertompton last July out she's come back to form only recently, wnn the aid of btnh- 
ers. Welsh Melody has the beating of Dcagor^oy on their ruwng behind Guys Gambia here 
IS days ago but smee he was fitted wan the headgear htmseri, Oagonjoy has yet m run 
a poor race- at ttas ta-.fi and could be the money. Convent Guest is another w*th a chance 
after her oebu run behmd Charterhouse Xpres at Unglieid (5fl. She can impfwe tor the 
experience end ever me longer Journey. Ddai Ticks Hiring comes no the recMnmg on 
n« third to Diaffjnjpy here n November, whfle Hewer Golf Diamond can fl^ire (eomlnendv 
non ne drops irno a seker with Jason weaver tekrg over. ffokctl o n: LOCH STYLE. 

I jftfil LADBROKE ALL-WEATHER SERIES HANDICAP (QUALIFIER) 
(CLASS F) (IMV H) £3,250 added lm Penalty Value £2,471 

1 OOOO06 GRStT8EW(l8jUM(jBpmanJ0Ch^itHn4910 FFssseyWS 

2 604- ACONORACE (238) like Bunaraek Race Col R Fahey 49 7 AQAane 7 

3 330003 OtMR0BBff(7)no^faBcea)JFcfiaao49 6 JMVRAanS 

A 000011 HNGCHPBDf (4) (C0»(F«v Jap Iteag fennaStolM Ryar795i6e»J The* 10 

5 602033 IBSLBMM (63) (Mo ftmste Cam) A heaccmbe 69 4 D6rtW»(5)9 

6 000000 PCS CfHaSBT (B3J ICO) (PC Iteong Paraeru 1 Ejra 4 g 3 RlandnB 

7 000336- IADYSMW)W(Mefaei«yi>MiaJDa»59 3 NUmedyA 

6 200004 DIA GEORGY (22) m HAS DeborA Dotfoy) kris N Macajiey 5811 KbtenS 

9 000304 GEfESB FOtBt (SB) (COj iVn M Famjsi S Bnenng 688 CTeaOje(551 

10 OO0G0 DAflMA UD [R G Rociesj A Hamsoo 6 7 13 LCtamocfcl 

- 10 dec lar ed — 

BEnwa: 30-11 MaM±4> Boy, 6-1 Caearli Four, 7-1 MMHiwnl 8-1 lady SA. 10-1 PeS Cnte, 
12-1 Our Robert, 14-1 DMterae, 16-1 toeat Sere, 20-1 ottwre 
FQRMGUBE 

KINGCHIP BOY C3n cumpieie (he hat-trick, because today's opposUon looks no tougher 
man that he left aaiaig here on Monday. Moreover, me seven-year-old pk*s up no extra 
penarty. Roy Boonr^s noises are over neeiy end C a n a sfo Frier wS nsw beneftied 
from h* oueng behind Hforhurst here e*fierthis month, wffle Mtstemanl shaped «efl m 
two races here rorante me end of 1995 and starid make a race of il Judged on two wms 
nere easy lag year ibrMxhael Chapman. Pc's Cndaer sm badly hanaeapped. but whether 
he can cope wm tCngcrotj Boy is another matter. Seta cti o n ; WNGCHIP BOY. 


since its inception, became a bet 
worth winning yesterday when 
it became available to punlcrs 
in the 2J2Ut) betting shops that 
have ihe Tote Direct facility. Of 


DONCASTER 


a pool of £2^97 at Win canton. 
£234 was contributed through 
Tote Direct, while at LmgfieJd 
£1,656 of the £1,749 pool came 
through the new facility. 


Mark Openshaw, Tote Di- 
rect's marketing manager, said: 
“It has had a had press but we’ve 
new proved that we can get pools 
big enough to justify the bet." 


HYPERION 

LOO Ask Me Kindly L35 Lets Get Lost 245 
Go Universal 235 Shankar 3J0 Aly Daley &40 
Lochnagrain 410 Take Cover 


GOING: i.Iubo. - Good in Firm; Hurdlra - Good. 

■ Left-band, pear-shaped nourse. 

■ Course is E of town off (he AC-’t8 (M 18 Jets 3 A -t i. Bus link 
fnim DornrasUT Ccsural sutkrn. ADMISSION; Club SIT; Grand- 
sandiB; FrimiIyEncLiMtre£3 (under- 16& fowl. CAB PABK: Free. 


WINNEBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE BUNNBBS: 1 1 horse, hare been sere 167 mfles 
from Upper Lamboum in Bcriahlre. 

nfUnl COSWORTH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4JOOO added 3m 110yds 

1 3 ASXIEKMAy (6Q0Siencod8 10 12 — J A McCarthy 

2 O5UO0P CMUAI (21) S Hants 5 10 12 SCrDmwa (7) 

3 6260-30 TUNGTfQ LVE (13) (BF) E Mstcn 8 ID 12 ..T Descoefoe £>] 

4 O0f KAHRYS KPS2A1. (15) H htenvnorC 6 10 12 RGaeBty 

5 025640 KMIBS 1 HEWVBI (USA) (9) J Uarire 5 10 12 TEtoy 

6 LA CHANCE 0 Barman 6 10 12 IfrAHMton 

7 0 SQUDOmil(22)MAwa»Sl012 £Crita0ai(5) 

a 66-200 HCBM E GOtaW JOB 71012 £ Upton 

9 420 SWIPBraBEI(5nMrsMIMey51012JIDaMOdy 

10 P0 JUSrnmiE(28«MisMffoctey6U>7JftHlta«taa(I) 

11 1063 MSS OPIMd (IQ D Mcfaean 6 10 7 Wfitentn 

12 6440)4 PAUAUQSGcirgsSlO? ADabbta 

- 12 declared - 

BEJTMG: 2-1 Sit Partcramr, 5-2 Ask Me Kkx^, 02 U*» OptisVit, 01 Pa»- 
K ItaNMC Hearn. 10-1 Sytoeega Gold, 12-1 Roteteglte, 201olt»s 

npoe] SELBY COND. NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS F) £2350 2m 110yds 

1 206- UP LETS SET LOST [22) (D)J Alton 7 11 10 Tftewnrtll 

2 O0P MAMNDON (USA) (57) WQ^r5U 10 GriylMfo 

3 405000 Cmz» BA»tl75)E AfettnS U5 DThomasR) 

4 245 fWCESSHAXHE{37)JJONea7U5 ARocbe 

5 0350 ROYAL CRMSON (20) M hbnvnond 5 11 4 — R Murphy (5) 

6 622313 6MICKENI>MAITE{14) (D) L L- James 6 11 1 J ftertt* p) 

7 OS PBaoNBRS(48)CMJHfoaR6110 DfhnatmfS) 

8 003000 BESCABY ORL (318) M Tsto 5 10 13 P UctogOBa 

9 160 CRACUSA(41) (D| J MacM4 1012 FPemffl 

10 060103 IAN5SQmnMMeB0to510U fl Honing 

11 0500 HA MAN H0WA{13) N TrHer5 ID 11 EtaM 

12 45POO PtBNCE SKfBUB (6) M Avrion 5 10 6 £ Mtafiftaa 

13 5P515-1 MU.OTHERAaS(7QOtosDHane7106 BHoObd 

14 000 BMBCmnE (131 Mre M RenSey 4 10 1 — - — GUw 

15 6629*3 UmETMCTURE(42 ) MbT M S mcr 6 10 0 AProetor 

— ISdridMrid- 

A6nhifn wetfit: 10a. True fonfcep "tape Utto Thcture 99 9 Il 
BEJT t*Et4-lTansao4 51k81OTtaiRBgs,01liiaaTte4»B I RoyalClto- 
no, 101 PrtecaE* Marine, Let's Gat Lout, Bartr'e’Wto, 12-1 ethaia 

m|cl DONCASTER SP0NS0RSMP CLUB WCAP 
L____J CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 2m 3f UOyds 

1 UFF06 WMD FORCE Q0I GRBbrS 11 120 ADoMfo 

2 uuui eoumBSJu.m<fncBmts8ii9 saa*y 

3 01JPP-* LAKE WSJOk (13 ) Mb i Penan 11 111 WktontM 

4 U-3ULA DAIW OAK (22) J CUM 10 110 LOTtaa 

5 2-41144 RODEO STAR (7) (CD| ^ TfMer 101011 -R P —wo fr 


6 US530 OfERNntEPOT(21)M^AKau0itanU109 — TJb*s 

7 31F1G4 CORBARDSI (57) JOU 12108 Mr J Smyth-Osbanwe 

6 123U24 HOUGHTON Q2) (BF)JH Jonnsw 10 10 7 PCwriaay 

BETTWG: 54 Gtt UtivwsM. 7-2 IMre Mtetion, 4-1 WM ftotft. 7-1 Rodeo 
Star, 01 Dark CM, 10-1 Corrantor, 14-1 (fours 

9 9E ROSSINGTON MAIN NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS A) (Grade 2) £1*000 2m 010y 

1 422-123 SHAMCAR (20) (D) D Nchoison 5 11 9 — WMantoe 

2 1-12142 SPffiDWaLPMNCE (41)(D)NT-Djv«b 119_CLI*wr*)W 

3 33-0441 BACKGAMRW (41) (D| J OU 5 11 5 „.G Upton 

4 5112 MA5THI BEYHfl) |48) (D) P Bons 6 11 5._ — RDiwnody 

5 0 NORndN UMON (CAN) (20) U Java 5 11 5 . — £ Storey 

6 31 SOUMONSDANQER [48)tCD)WHa0i6L15 — D Byrne 

7 00 SWSrTKNTH><3U)MTaie5115 1 FTfttoy 

8 204-0 CHAHMWB6BB. pgOSte wooo5UO lAHcC^riy 

BEnWBMSipee il ^ftto ra . 52 Shankar, U4B a digMm u n,01M»- 
tor Bavded, 8-1 Satomfs Dncar, IB-1 Northam Unkm, 201 ofoera 

)a j /f) SANDALL BEAT NOVICE HAMMCAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5300 added 3m 

1 1P-F52P UMVBBAL MAGS (If) C Brocks 7 1110 0 6rarioy 

2 2©W0 JAWaHAH (41) J Sptamg 8 11 7 Jlnddar 

3 PPf2 BUMBYS RAM) (42) B Bteor, 9 11 0 BHanBagP) 

4 54-3322 ALT DAI£7(22) J H JUvscn 3 10 12 PCwbany 

5 0304 AVOWHAT (2D) J ONM 6 10 7 J)Mctoatb(7) 

BEmNK 7-4 UMwreal Ma^c, 52 Fnaft Hand, 7-4 Aly Daley. 5-1 Jav- 
iwah, 6-1 AMwhto 

[O no] BALBY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,500 
added 2m lLOyds 

1 1232-21 LOCHNAffilAM B2) Mre M Raeiry 8 11 7 ROmmody 

2 FP-4515 MA6aiANBAY(17}{C)ttsJPnff»iail7 RFermt 

3 P0COUO NO WORD (17) R Basoman 9 11 4 DoittM 

4 2505P5 HUGHIMNB5{qBPnere8U0 £ Hogan 

5 5216F2 ANDWNO-NO (14) M Heivnond 7 11 0 RGaRWy 

6 OPPOPO CHORUS LITE (8) PBtoumcnl 7 109 RSuppto 

_ 0 ||p[ — 

BETTPXL 11-10 Loctaa^ato, 114 Magelan Bay, 7-2 Hnow-No4to, 7-1 
Hto> naalate, 12-1 Criowa Iton 


4 4 A| LEVY BOARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT 
^■^1 RACE (CLASS H) £1350 2m UOyda 

1 510 U£ ANGH. LEB( (28B) P Be«n 6 11 9 RDnratan (7) 

2 BLOWN WHO 0 Sherwood 5 11 7 J A McCarthy 

3 CASffi. QUAY Mb P ^ctevrori 6 11 7 GqrUnmPl 

4 FRBfCH HOLLY (USA) F fAipty 5 11 7 PCutamy 

5 UJRDIKKR Bar 6 U 7. NSraftb 

6 PBWOSE LAD (KZ) D NchobonS 11 7 RPtasqr(5) 

7 RED VHiOflOR U Ksmmcnd 5 11 7 RGsitty 

8 SWAN snCET (NB) C Mam 5 11 7 UaedadUMy (7) 

9 2-03 TAKEOOVER(83HBF)MTonytos5U7 DrvWnQiiif 

10 YOUNG ABDROSS J Norton 5 11 7 ECala0an(5) 

U AUBBHT GUVNOR NSrmfi 6 n 2 MrMAxfcte 

12 GRHMBSTGeoqp5n2 RDuwoody 

13 JAHCEEMBtebyA 109 MseRJb«b 

14 IBIJURPAKMisM ReveleyA J09 R Hmfoo 

15 HOBBIT DC BRAVE J MJeSereon 4 109 MNnwri»(7) 

16 S0UnBWC8OSSMWEaswbf4109 M Dwyer 

17 fE5DMDBEBYFULMsSLjl^iTto)41D4 J McUwtfVta 

IS SNNMALUofO-James 4 104 ^_J>Bfidtey 

-ISdedared- 

BETOIQ: 3-1 Soattnre Cnm. 7-lTNre Oowf, 01 Ite trepak. Btaw Slta* 
12-1 Pnaraa Lad, 14-1 dm 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

ULO Drum Battle 1-45 Megamunch 215 Air 
Shot 2A5 Supreme Genoffn 320 Spuffli^ton 
330 TicKertyfe Gift *jO hna Deaght 

INSPECTION: 7.36am 
GOING: Soft (Heavy m ptoces). 

■ Left-hand, sharp undulating craav?. Ran- in of 300yds. 

■ Course e of town an B3028. Ungfldd daiian ugotns coase. 
ADMISSION: All enclosure* 13. CAB PARK: Onb S3; rest free. 


WINNERS IN THB LAST SEVEN DAYS: Nwie. 
LONG-DISTANCE BCNNEB 8 ; Bed Spectacle (.1.10) A Mac's 
Taxi (2.45) has been sent 270 miles by P Hostara from Mkklle- 
ham, N Yorks; Smoteaak (2.45) sere. 268 mik*byJ Berry from 
Cockcrham, l*nra. 

|1 iff] ASHURST HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 
L=ZlJ added 4YO 2m 3f UOyds 

1 15 MUCHTDOMGH(21)TJNai0imll5 A P McCoy 

2 3-31024 OUT RMBWQ (FR) OS) M Bps 110 D Wdg wri er 

3 00 BOLD CHAHJE (9) S Mate 10 £? NMano 

4 4 DfHOI BATTLE RWQU Tuner 10 12 A Thornton 

5 00 FUMf BACK (23) G EfflRff ID 12 IRI fa v in ia tf l 

6 KMSWDCD MANOR ktos V WBams ID 12 Jfi A Fkzgerabi 

7 0 RED SPECTACLE |B2) Priadam ID 12 ICaBatfM 

8 563 RMEST MEL (17) J Speamg 10 7 RJohmaa(3) 

-Sdodsid* 

BETIWG: 3-1 Oat Rankfog, 7-2 Itoeli Too HA Dnaa Batba, W Rarest 
MM. 5-1 Itod Spadada, 12-1 Bold Ctofla. 14-1 others 

fi Tel WORTH WOOD SSUNG HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) E2JB00 2m Uifyds 

1 364-0 RIBRMNA(B)TJ Nazran 6 120 SRy»[7) 

2 PP 6 FRESDBmAL«KOn>tfBn>aa«i5120 IM 

3 143-430 WdERrSMADAM(9){D)JNe£e5116 — BFRyanB) 

4 P364P4 DESERT PHESD00 « R Ifttol 5 110 Mr J Ctfoty ( 7 ) 

5 QV4-3P NDOM D7) G Ertipl 9 10 11 IRKnana# 

6 P-R50U NORIHERN MGMJBHT (45) T McGtaon 5 10 7 -A P McCoy 

7 0FPD02 IS6AHMM(89R-k4»K810 7 £ tommy f3) 

8 00040 OlAZYWEKnEi(iqM^PSy8106 Rltatay 

9 PP05 BAY BOB (43) T Casey 7 10 0 fataply 

10 345 RAHQ (SB) Ms LJaaM 5 100 Dlaafor 

11 5-50600 PONIEVECCHDBaiA CU) PA L Jeael 10 10OJMBUto(7) 

12 O0OPO3 \BS» [USA) 52) K Botifo 9 10 0 L Harvey 

- 12 declared - 

ABtonan we^ciOsL True hsndCsp negate Say Soft 9a UR, Rafig 9ft fib 
Jtowreceftio Bela 9a 7fc Wro 9st 3 Sl 

6E7TWB: 7-2 61 Mmter^ltocteD^ 03 Orq>Wealliar, Desert 

Pretoria*. 7-1 Uriaaa. 01 Bqi Bob. 101 olfeaa 

o i'cl ADVENTURE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
T~J £5,500 added 2m 

1 220 LU 2 ABTSHOTCIS) (CCflOfridiciaortB 11 10 RJahnaa 

2 006000 BBnaDIERSUFIIBIE|»MPeMv7114.J4Anb^aU 

3 22-3315 N0RDANSK(U)MMsdg«k7114 BMW 

4 3Q3G3U PElEHEIWSON(17)JOU7n4 J Osborne 

5 044FR) R^SHLOCH ( 8 ) A TtmeA 7 11 4 JSMcNeB 

6 F2S&4-4 SDtEEPlAyBi (3S)Ms$ CCaroe ID 11 4 DMMy 

7 O0P-6UB TANGO'S DBJ 6 W ( 8 ) D Bsw ortti 8 11 4 PHoAey 

BETTIN& 4-5 Ah Shot, 11-4 Nsrdanto. 7-1 Sb^ Player, M Pete Tbe 
Rnn, 14-1 Tanga'a DeO 0 it 16-1 Reetolocb, 20-1 Bri^tiar Snpram 

04C| HOUYE MAIDEN WJRDLE (CLASS F) 
I £2350 added 2m UOyds 

1 02 HAR0NCB1J (17) M Willson 6 11 8 PtewtoyD) 

2 00 CtOCX WATCHBTS (7) J BrC^r 3 11 8 WMdto&ad 

3 CC60 COAUSLAND (3S2) R V^am 6 118 Alhoreton 


4 FOREST STAR (USA) RAfetust 7118 SRyn{7) 

5 BRSICRUSADBlMsVWanlSua JRKavma^ 

6 502384 fMA DREAMBI (22) LfesM RM4and 6 118 Gwy Lyaas 

7 P MOUNT LODGE (80) Ms LJm*4 5 11 8 f Raton 

B POSRWOMssC(tooe5U8 1 Lawrence 

9 0P RAMBUNC0N(89)CDrewe6118 MARzganH 

10 0 ROtALHAIO (43) M MaBgwdtb 118 UrJCtfloty(7) 

11 1-R) SM>RQCGBKHW{13)J0B7118 I Osborne 

12 00 8MB4BWG SDOCS (7) GL Moore 5118 APMcCoy 

13 TH«SIEDERRow5118 DOMre 

14 WCS TAMP Hasten 4 10 10 JCMrtfrea 

15 SMOLBMKJ Beny4 10 10. JM Moloney 

16 U22 TRAGIC >BH) R M Pipe 4 ID 10 DBrtfeitoar 

-IBdadreed- 

BETTWa: 3-1 SopiBBM OenoUn, 01 Tra^c Haro, 01 rm A Draaawr, 7- 
1 Forest Star, BaronceB, 123 Mac’s Tari, Santento, 201 uthers 

I o of)! FELCOURT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 

1— _ — J £7fi00 added 3m 

1 U212P BtoBOURG (14) Mss H Ka^it ID 12 D MrJMo!y(7) 

2 11DF-P3 All FOR UICK (13) MPqx 11 1113 DBridpretar 

3 32112-4 SnjfflNBIDN (IM J GrBoal 8 11 10 PMde 

4 /453D4 PLASTIC SPACaGE (13) (D) J Old 13 11 6 TGraatham 

5 U1J2-IP JURASSIC CLASSK W) Met RrtwtS 9105 .MOcriaKk 

6 231B6-6 DESPERATE (21)0 Sherwood 8 ID 4 fOeborae 

7 4FP-FP4 TALE OF 9BURANCE (9) C Lrinn B 10 0 A P McCoy 

8 MGIF-O TYROfE BRIDGE (14) (DJ N VKAer 10 10 0 R Kavenagh 

-Sitedared- 

MMnun weipic 10a. True Mnacap Hdefit Tyrone Brings 9u€b. 

BETTI® 3-lE*nboor& M AIRrlnck 5-lPtertcSpiicoaga, 7-15puff- 
foglon, Tate OfEndunaroa, DnsperetB. 01 others 

oca] LJGHTWQGHTPLASTHBNG NOWCE WCAP 

HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2m 3f 110yds 

1 00026 DESEBT BRAVE (IQ Lrir- 5 Smuh 6 12 0 —~Jt HHMbsob {7) 

2 BBS- US® WTBOGSi (317) B Uewe^n 6 11 13 

JAr JLLtesciya 

3 0SB13 TOBHrs GFT CACD) pi 6 L Mtae 6 11 13 

— HAUwrer(7) 

4 0O1P20 CASSKTS BOT (9) R EcHey 5 11 5 DHahti(S) 

5 0FP53P POtO HOUSE (11) (BF) M HfB 7 114 DBMd^toer 

6 300042- PRDCENASHA (28S) KC-Bnwn B 10 11 APMcCoy 

7 00020 RMHT ANGLE (23 LAss M Rwutenc 5 10 10 ^y Lyons 

8 300042 UPKUKTS OStE (23 f Gea|? 5 10 7 RJotet£oa(9 

9 3^423F KUUU MARY DOU. (S) S Meter 7 ID 6 N Han 

10 SJ2JP SMARTRQALI57) J AltoWStB 105 J Leech 

11 000006 SPflHn*fflE{9)M*MlongSlDO B Fenton (5) 

12 POP-P JUST A BEAU S7) MrsLJetreC 5 100 D Leahy 

-12 dectared- 

AWiwit J0«. Th* farefcap wejgWs: 5n«a»ra telll). Jrist fl Sear 3sr2a. 
BETTMB: 4-1 Tkk&rty*a Git, 01 LyphanTs Fable. 01 Priacn Natoa, 7-1 
Dosort Brwre, Pond Hoaaa, 01 CajtooTa Boy; bail Mtrogen, 101 others 

Xofl] HBLB EDENBfflDGE HANDICAP HURDLE 
I I (CLASS E) £3,200 2m 3f UOyds 

1 «5U1- READYTO DRAW (S4) (Cl R OSuDan < 12 0 

DtrStAvan 

2 232640 TIE BLACK MONK (8) (D) M Poe 8 11 13 JBdd p vat a r 

3 5515-30 MADHJGM7(3QHsP9k9 11 7 _ -Sophie Mtdiel (5) 

4 225045 Stma) GOD (Sf)l Bosley 6 112 MSosJey 

5 34-PU2P F0XCHAFa«RJuciO59112 AlTnntm 

6 3243000 FUNAMBUM(USA)(65NW»et91013 

M A FtegeraU 

7 W261D0 OUMLLWDOD (34) fC) S Uefor 6 10 12 JiMann 

8 1045V- BADRAKHAM P75) (CD) C Nash 10 10 11 — IRKmaoa0i 

9 341060 ALKES MBBDR (15) k Bflwp 7 10 7 _JIGreeM 

10 EnitP 5HMAKS (711 TO B Undpi 9 10 7 MrJLUBrea9yn 

11 0540 LE SORQBT (91 G Ervoa 4 10 0 APMcCoy 

- 11 (factored - 

MWnun 10a Tnehandeap ad0K leSorstria 13a. 

BETIWfo 41 ban Oddri. 02 Ready TO Drew, 01Tta Bbck Mato. Shared 
GoM, 01 OMNI Wood. Afcal torn. 101 rfoan 


RACING RESULTS 


UNGHELD 

UU31 L CARROUS MARC (J Weaver) 
"2; 2- HL3 Fans Dancer 5-U 3. Sasslver 
12 - 1 . 14 ran. 01 fo. « 3 >al CobS (Soil. 

E. <C Lbre,, *> r- ~jrfcetl. Tate: £4 60; 

£1-30. tfi.00. OF; £1730. CSF. 
£2- 54. Trc: £22.50. 

2.10: 1. SECOND COLOURS U Fortune) 

6 -i 2 . RBOBige 8 - 11 5 k 3 . Mr 

lig Mto d 2-— 8 tan. Nk, IVi '.'Mrs M Rev 
e«i. SBta-fV. Tote £4.40: £U0, £1-00. 
£i.6C. 3F; £3.T0. CSFr £11.16. 

2.40. 3. CHEMCAST -A# Greaesj 7-2: 
Z DasdK lade 8-1: X Sosset Kattnor 


01 7 ran. 6-4 fav last But Ncn Leasi 
IV;, 1-/4. i.D Nenolls, TTwsW. Tote £3.40; 
£230. £3.40. OF: £5030. CSF: £29.78. 

310. L DOUBLEfO-SEVEN U Weaver) 
4-1: 2. Crmriring U-4; 3. Rawl ^6 lav. 5 
ran. NX 2'f.- -M jorinsron, Nriadiehafro. Tate 
£3-80: £1-20, £1.60. DF: £5.90. CSF: 
£14.60. 

3.40: 1. RAWS (ft Cochrane) 4-6 far; 2. 
Four Of Spades 1 2-U 3. Perfioos Pfl^t 
irl. G ran. IV;. 3Va. fM Bnrtan. Newmar- 
ket]. Tate £1.60,' 0-10, £330. DF: £850. 
CSF: £9.67. 

430:1. REAL MADRID IN Warns) 11-2: 
2- Utonatre warrior 4 1: 3. 2una FTywr 


01 . 13 ran. 11-4 trvTo& Recft. NK, 3V^ 
ffi Enfl^S. Lewe&L Me £630. ££40. £2.40. 
£1-80. DF: £29.70. CSF: £2954. Tncast 
£189^2. Trio; £90.00. 

QaadpoC £83.40. Plaeepot £26730. 
Place 5; £6UM. Ptsce 6: £152.28. 
WtNCANTON 

130: i, ZIWStBAR (A P McCoy) 5-2 t*r, 
2. Handson 10-1; 3. Mescal Bril 4-1. 11 
ran. 6, nfc. (/ M Srafley, Chepstmi. Tote: 
£3.10: £1.40. £2.50. £1-70. DF: £20.30. 
CSF: £26.14. IhK £1330. 

ZOO: 1. SAMtoEE (A P McCoyl 02: Z 
Price's tn 8-1; 3. God Speed Yob 50-1 
16 ran. 7-4 fav Lets Rumble (4th). S. 12. 


IP Hobbs, Mmeftead). Tote; £4,30: £1.70. 
£230 £7-20- DF: £1330 CSF: £2342. Trtt 
£149.10. 

230: X KEEP NE M MIND ID Skyrme) 
&1‘ 2. Awanckt 16-1 3- Morstock 01 S 
ran. 1-2 tavTatoeh (4th). 6. hd. (N R Mncriett. 
PttBereahltte). Tote £6£0: £160. £3.10. 
£1.10. DF: £48.50. CSF: £79.65. Tncast 
£549.69. Trer £75.90. Nffc SmugBefs Posh. 

ZOO. X SUN LEY BAY (Ma P Offing) 
7-2: 2. GMb A Buck 33-1: 3. Rectory Gar> 
daa 5-1. 13 ran. 3-1 tav Good Its^ft tpufled 
up). 1V«. & (P Mcnoto. SnepDn Mafleu. Tate 
£4.10; £130, £5.20, £1-90. W: 14730. 
CSF: £95m Tncasc £536.91. Too: £10330. 


3-30: 2_ EASTHORPE J F TiOei r 6-5 fov; 
2. Northern Saddler 7-1-. 3. Mister Oddy 
11-2. 4 ran. IV*. 1. iMiss H Kmgra. Wan- 
tagpl. Tote £2.00. DF: £2.10. CSF: £5.22. 

4.00: 1. LANSDOWNE fM Grrfftlhsl 71; 
2. Mr Playftdl 20-1: 3. Cantg Dancer 
U-4 /i tain 4. DmBr 25-1. 17 ran. 11-4 p 
tav FcwrcR Romeo. 6. 1 : .'< iPtironoVs. Snefr 
tan Maueu. Tote £13.10: £330. £3.50. 
£1-70, £530. Or: £37.90. CSF: £137.69. 
Tncast £451.25. Trar £226.10 
Quadpot: £27.50. Placepot £15= 20. 
Place 5: £1'J3 00. Place 8; £177 31. 

■ Huntingdon abandoned - frost. 


Waugh 
brothers 
set up 
by Boon 

Cricket 

Australia 239-5 V Sn Lanka 


David Boon played a familiar res- 
cue role in bis last appearance for 
Australia which set up Mark and 
Sieve Wuigh for an assault on Sri 
Lanka in the third and final Test 
yesterday at the Adelaide OvaL 

Boon, who will retire from in- 
ternational cricket at ihe end of 
this match, steadied ihe in- 
nings with 43 after Australia lost 
a wicket in the first over. 

Mark Wfcugh. who hit 71, and 
Steve, with an unbeaten 70, lift- 
ed Australia to 239 for 5 at the 
close on the opening day. 

Australia, who have a 2-0 
lead in the series, took advan- 
tage of Sri Lanka dropping 
three simple catches on a day 
lacking the intensity of their 
earlier games. After hall- 
tampering and "chucking" con- 
troversies for Sri Lanka and 
heated exchanges between 
some of their players and a 
number of Australians in a 
World Series Cup match, there 
was a sedate air to proceedings. 

Boon, bowing out after a lest 
career spanning 107 matches and 
12 years, has struggled for form 
this season but appeared more 
agile and decisive in his footwork 
before being bowled off an 
inside edge by Ravindra 
Pushpakumara. 

Chaminda Vaas. who re- 
moved Michael Slater with the 
second ball of the match, also 
sent back the Australian captain. 
Mark Taylor, for 21 before re- 
turning late in the day to dismiss 
Ricky Fonling for six. 

The Sri Lankan captain, Ar- 
juna Ranatunga. was ruled out 
after he failed a fitness test on 
a fractured hand, so Aravinda 
de Silva took charge. 

l First day; Austrafia won rassJ 
AUSTRALIA - FI rat Innings 
-M A Taylor c KatownUiarana b Vaas .-...21 

M J Staler c Haiuwntiarana b Vaas .0 

D C Boon t> Ftoshpafcrenara... ....43 

M E Waugh c Pueftpohunara 

b Wckremasmghe — ......—71 

S R Waugh not out 70 

ft T Pontfag c Kaluvwmarana 0 Vaas .6 

tl A Healy not out - - 21 

Extras (b2 lb3 wl nbll — 7 

Total (lor 5) 233 

Fat: 1-1, 2-36. 3-96. 4-181. 5-196. 

To bwfc P R Refflel, S KWame. C J McDer- 
mott. G D McGrath 

Boating Vaas 26-8-56-3; Pushpakumara 
21-4-72-1: W)ckremasln&ie 23-4 57-1: 
Dnarmasena 10131-0; J^aaxiya 4-1-11-0; 
Halfturusingie 2-07-0. 

SRI LANKA: U C Hathuusingha, S Ranatun- 
gfL A P Gunjsmha, *PAde Silva. tH P 
TIRakaratne. S T Jayasunya. R S Kafowitha- 
rana, H D P K Dharmasena, W P U J C Vaas. 
G P Wfokrameslrghe. K ft Pushpakumara. 
Umpiiws: L Barrier and S Randell. 


New design 
pays off for 
British pair 

Sailing 


Sporting a radical new design of 
lightweight mainsail, the British 
Olympic pair of David Williams 
and Ian Rhodes kicked off with 
an encouraging third in tbe 
first race of the Tornado cata- 
marans, writes Stuart Alexan- 
der from Miami. 

They did not go to the World 
Championship in Brisbane this 
month, preferring to work on a 
saQ which has less battens - five 
instead of seven - and a lighter 
weight of saiJckah, and is thus ex- 
pected to provide more speed. 

While the race was won by the 
man who took the championship 
in Australia, Austria's Andreas 
Hagara, Williams and Rhodes 
could take satisfaction in pu tting 
Spain's Fernando Leon, strong- 
ly tipped for an Olympic medal 
later this year, and America's 
Randy Smyth behind them. 

Les happy was Lawrie Smith 
whose opening assault on the tri- 
al to find Britain’s Star class two- 
man keelboat representative, 
was marred tty hitting the first 
weather mark, forcing him lo 
take a 360-degree penalty turn. 

TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


20m 


The amount in dollars 
(£13. 6m) that Sparta 
Prague, the football cham- 
pions of the Czech Republic, | 
are in debt. The club's phone 
lines were cut yesterday when 
Czech Telecom took action 
over unpaid bills which stood 
at £7,000 last October. 


TODAY'S- FIXTURES 


Football 

7.10 unless staled 

END51BGH INSURANCE LEAGLE 
THIRD DMSWN 

Doncaster v ManfoMd 

BORD CA1S LEAGUE OF BTELAND Premier Dl- 
vtMon: Bohemare, Garaau Uw :7.45>: At, or* 
Tour ■■■ UCD '8.0i. 

PRESS AND JOURNAL HKHLATO LEAGUE: D* 

•rt^on.tJe v Cbctwacuaan. 

Rugby League 

SHU CUT CHAUBIGE CUP Ruth raond: 

Mill v tore (7.30 a: The E&Je.au. ft., .. 

Basketball 

BUDWBSHl LEAKS: l£Car« . Le -jss =-:- 

m ij.20): London lttiisi . zrzi r ~:. 

.7 15- 

Other sports 

BOWLS: CIS I'Je’iii ’.facit-j 











+ 
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sport 

FA CUP COUNTDOWN: Coventry defenders have a Georgian on their minds. Guy HodgSorKeports Charlton the 


Kinkladze firing 
City’s revival 



There are many reasons 
to believe that Georgi 
Kinkladze has settled in 
England His outstand- 
ing form for a start and 
the eagerness of his club, Man- 
chester City, to extend his con- 
tract well into the .iext century. 

Then again things occur to the 

Georgian that suggest otherwise. 

The danger that yellow lines 
represent, for example- Let 
loose with a car this week, he 
parked on the double variety as 
he accepted an award as 
Greater Manchester's out- 
standing sports personality for 
December. The result was a 
missed chance to see Simply 
Red in conceit, a towed-away 
vehicle and a £105 fine. 

The following day he was still 
mystified. “The police stole my 
car," he kept saying with exas- 
peration until the club's chair- 
man, Francis Lee, took him to 
one side for a quiet word. Even 
then Kinkladze still had a “it 
wouldn't happen in Tbilisi" ex- 
pression fixed in place. 

Thankfully for English foot- 
ball, Kinkladze is happening 
over here. Bought for £2m. he 
is performing wonders in a 
weak team and is arguably the 
best purchase from abroad last 
summer, and that includes 
David Ginola or Dennis 
Bergkamp. Certainly City, who 
meet Coventry in the fourth 
round of the FA Cup tomorrow, 
would not swap him for either. 

His goal against Leicesrer 
City in the third round showed 
why. Not many players can col- 
lect the ball on the half-way line, 
surge past two markers, bewil- 
der waiting defenders on the 
edge of the area and score. 
Then few have his ability. 

“I think he’s one of the best 
I've seen in the last 10, 15 
years," Lee, not a man to go 
overboard with praise, said. “If 
be continues to improve, gets 
stronger and develops sides of 
bis game, we could just be 
looking at one of the best we've 
ever seen. 

“I knew he had an excep- 
tional talent but what he has 
done has shown an a mazing 
strength of character. He came 
into a side which didn’t win for 
11 League games and it didn’t 
affect him. He couldn't speak 


the language. He was on his 
own. Everything was stacked 
against him. ret he showed 
what a wonderful boy he is to 
come through all this and reach 
the standard he’s at now.” 

Right on cue, as Kinkladze 
and Lee were talking, his goal 
against Leicester appeared on 
the television above them. The 
City fans allowed into the train- 
ing complex to mingle with the 
players gawped in a dmiratio n 
and burst into spontaneous ap- 
plause. A small, shy smile broke 
over the Georgian’s face. 

“I know I received the ball 
from Nicky Summerbee,” he 
said, “then nothing. I just ran 
forward. Instinct took over.” 
Lee interjected: “How does 
Andre Agassi get a lQOmph 

‘A lot of friends 
went to the war. 
A lot of friends 
died. I wanted 
to fight too. 
Everyone in 
Georgia did’ 


serve back? Do you think he 
knows? Georgi won’t have a 
clue how he did it” 

Clueless would be an appo- 
site description for Kinkladze’s 
introduction to the Premiership. 
The 22-year-old was shifted 
around the field as City tried to 
find a position that would suit 
him and them, until his man- 
ager. Alan Ball, gave him a role 
he had also handed to another 
supremely gifted player, 
Matthew Le Tissier. He has 
since played like a Saint 
Ball acknowledges that his 
other midfield players bore the 
brunt during the settling-in pe- 
riod. “When the kid was bewil- 
dered,” he said, “and we were 
getting overrun in midfield, two 
players were doing the job of 
three. They did it unselfishly but 
in their minds I don't think they 
were too happy with it. 

"They re happier now. Look 
at the ground be covers. He’s 


come to terms with what to do 
wben we haven’rgot foe ban and 

admire him because Ls has 
worked on his game. The 
youngsters copy him too. In tins 
country it’s monkey see, mon- 
key do and our payers could not 
have better skills to follow.” 

Kinkladze acknowledges that 
he struggled at first but his per- 
spective has been anchored by 
Georgia’s war for indepen- 
dence. ‘A lot of friends went to 
the war,” he said. “A lot of 
friends died Any hardships or 
difficulties I have suffered since 
are nothing by comparison. 

“I wanted to fight, too. Every- 
one in Georgia did, women 
and bays as well Lots of peo- 
ple went to the war without even 
knowing how to use a gun." Dy- 
namo Tbilisi's club president 
perceived patriotic duty differ- 
ently. hepyever, and transferred 
his play:, i- with rock solid re- 
turn tickets in the contracts - all 
over Europe to keep them out 
of battle. > jnkladze spent a year 
at Saarbrucken, a linguistic 
bonus now at City where there 
are three Germans on the staff. 

The City players help Kin- 
kladze off the field, taking him 
out to his favourite Chinese 
restaurants, making him feel 
wanted, and on it a protective 
shield surrounds the Georgian 
who is attracting the type of 
tackles that have forced other 
imports like Eric Cantona and 
David Ginola to lose their rag. 

He is calmer, less precious, 
than either Frenchman and ap- 
pears to have greater mental 
strength. There have been no 
perceptible mood swings and 
bad tackles are met with a look 
of injured contempt rather than 
retribution. 

When he came back from An- 
field on crutches this season the 
first words his interpreters could 
prise from him were, “Tin go- 
ing to play in the next game. I 
must play, 1 ' He did as wriL 
“They kicked me in Georgia 
too,” he says. *Tm used to it." 

The dose attention that he will 
no doubt receive at Coventry 
does not worry him unduly ei- 
ther. The City players are en- 
couraged to bounce the ball off 
Kinkladze even if he is marked 
tightly. “It is bad for me per- 



only man for 

England job 


Since Terry Venables an- 
nounced his intention to resign- 
England’s national sport has 
Sopped being football and be- 
come choosing a coach or man- 
ager for the England team. 

Amid the welter of comment 
and criticism, it is worth asJong 
if there are any principles « r 
guidelines that the FA could fol- 
low in selecting a manager. 

How fair are the accusations 
that the FA hierarchy are “in- 
ept”, “incompetent", “a sham- 
bles" or simply to do the 

job of choosing the next coach 
ox manager? 

The basic principles of se- 
lecting, a manager of any en- 
terprise are fairly straight- 
forward. It is important to 
know, in advance, wtoat the job 
involves; its objectives, the skills 
needed, the responsibilities ana 
any other requirements. The 
FA, so far, have not performed 
badly against these criteria, de- 
spite the confusion created 
when a key employee an- 
nounces tie is leaving. 

The EA have already identi- 
fied the Tnafn professional re- 
quirements of the new manager. 

He will need ex- — TJje e ff ort to 

iJd The problem with prepare the 
wHSaSuS the England job is g, 


A business approach 
reveals a shortlist of 
just one candidate 
qualified to replace 
Terry Venables, 
says management 
consultant 
Tom Cannon 

older managers in toe top fligt 
have limited mternatiooal iex 
nerience. The younger front 

Kraere like Keegan. Brvan 
Robson or Wilkins are just 
starting on their managerial 
careere They are intelligent 
enough to see that onW one 
England manager - Bobby 
Robson - has successful^ re- 
turned to club football and 
even chat was abroad. 

The best way to choose tne 
coach will almost certainly, 
mean concentrating on the im- 
mediate task in hand - prepar- 
ing England for the 1998 World 
Cup. Getting the team to the 
finals is a vital staging post in 
the reccweiy of the English 
came from the nadir of the 
1994 campaign. 


muse be witting _ . 

to provide some that U16 FA IS 3 
continuity with .. 

the Venables dlSpafatG gTOUP 
regime. So far, „ . i . u 

so good, but the QT p©OpiG With 
FA's real prob- ... . • - , 

lems lie m sans- different interests **** * 

tyin g other key ______ . or break their 

aspects of good career. 


Robson, Kee- 
gan and 
Wilkins in sup- 
porting and de- 
velopmental 
roles, not as 


Georgi Kinkladze, the Georgian international bought by Manchester City for £2m, is 


arguably the best buy from abroad during the summer 


sonatty. he said, “but good for the 
team. If two or three players are 
concentrating on tne there is 
more space for others. The FA 
Gup is very exciting for me. My 
dream is to play at Wembley." 

He will achieve that dream. 


fitness and form permitting, 
when Georgia play England m 
the World Cup qualifiers but his 
preference would be to go with 
his adopted City first “The 
traditions of the two people are 
very different but they are warm 


Photograph: Empire 

and kind in Manchester just as 
they are in Georgia,” he said. “I 
have made many friends here, 
the chairman, the manager, my 
team-mares. It’s my second 
home. I feel almost like I was 
bora here." 


Questions of Sport 

£40,000 to be won 

Today we are giving you another sporting chance of an instant win. 

In last Saturday's paper, there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch 
card which, if you answer three sporting questions correctly, gives you the 
chance of an instant cash prize from £1 to £1,000. 

>bu don't have to be an obsessive fan to play - a good general sporting 
knowledge should suffice. But remember; you only get one chance to answer 
each question, so If you are in any doubt, check it out 
In tomorrow's Independent we will give you a new Questions of Sport scratch 
card. Like your last card, it contains eight games so that you can play daily 
through to Friday 2 February. 

As well as the daily Instant cash prizes there is a weekly accumulator prize of 
£5,000 waiting to be won. 



HOWTO PLOT 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Friday 26 Januaiy. 
Below are three sporting questions, 
each with three possible answers 
coded as A, B and C. Scratch off your 
answer to Question Twenty-two, either 
A,B or C in the Q22 column then 
repeat for Q23 and Q24. 

THE QUESTIONS 

Q22 Who has taken the most 

wickets in Test cricket? 

A: Kapil Dev 
B: Richard Hadlee 
C; Ian Botham 

Q23 In Mm McEnroe’s final 
match at Wimbledon ha won the 
men’s doubles. Who was Iris 

partner? 

A: Peter Fleming 
B: Michael Stich 
C: Brad Gilbert 

Q24 In which country will the 
1998 football World Cop bo 
staged? 

A: France 
B: Brazil 
C: Japan 


IMPORTANT 

Scratch off ONE tetter only for each 
question. 

If you reveal three identical cash 
amounts on any one game section on 
any one day, you win that amount 
After you have plaited the last game 
on your card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total is 
£5,000 you win or share the £5,000 
accumulator prize. Vtou couW also win 
today's instant prize of £100 by 
revealing an asterisk. 

HOW TO CLAIM 

IF you have revealed three identical 
cash amounts of £5 or under, DO 
NOT PHONE Take the claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on It PLUS the 
relevant section of the cod to one of 
the newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £5, phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 10.30am and 4pm 
today. 

Participating newsagents: WH Smith, 
John Menzies, Forbupys, Martins/RS 
McColl r Dillons, Gibbs, Mare, 
Supercigs, United News Shops, Star 
News, K Balfour, Eason, GT News, 
Papencham - Village Store, Paper 
Shop. 

IF you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and .coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims, PO Box 60. Burnley, 
BB10 1SH. 


RULES 

l. No purchase necessary. Carts are freely awtefcfe 
. from newsagents or by sending a targe see to; 
Indenendem Quasttors Of Spon Cart fVequast. 
PO Biw 41, BtacMun X. BB2 SAG. One cart par 


2. The prtiss for each &sme bo awartod to the 
placer or pJaytiis maidr^ a successful ciakn. 

3. Al claims are subject to scrutiny and carts must be 
WaettnbB^We far a prize. Carts with prmtJng ' 

wore on* vdkL 

4. Winners must 8grr*> to tne pubftca&on of their 
names and phoBa^hs M The Independent and 
The Independent on Sunday. 

5. Should more ptss be ctamed than arc? aiateWe In 
any pda category. *or any reason, a simple draw 
wU take place far the puts. 

6. Parsons uwtor IS years old. employees of 

■ Newspaper PuMstmg pic,, Mrmr Group, Euoprint 
Premodem Ltd.. Newspaper PutftsMng pic retail 
agnts.uwlragjrts and famines are not mowed to 

7. Jhe EtStore'dedstoriBaie flraliftaS rB30asfflta»Tg 
to Pm games. No correspondence can be entered 
wito. 

& Newspaper PtiMfcfang pte reserve The nga to mop 
trn game « arqr nme and change tha esndmona. 


QUESTIONS OF SPORT 
CLAIM COUPON 

Friday 26 January 1996 
To claim prizes up to £5 

DO NOT PHONE 

Take this coupon to any of the 
participating Newsagents listed who 
will give you your prize instantly. 


NAME ..... 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE 



To the Newsagent: Please check 
the card is correct and give the 
reader the value of their prize. Send 
this coupon or details supplied on 
plain paper together with the 
winning card to your head office for 
toll redemption. 


Huish fans hushed 
by Bath’s finale 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


A cup-tie worthy of a far 
grander stage than the first 
round of the FA Umbro Ttophy 
saw Bath City produce a re- 
markable recovery to defeat 
their Local rivals, Yeovil Town, 
at a packed Huish Park on 
Tuesday. 

After an hour of the replay 
Bath were 2-0 down, thanks to 
two first-half goals from the 
Yeovil striker, Leroy Whale, and 
had been reduced to 10 men by 
the dismissal of defender Chns 
Sugar. 

Nick Burton pulled one back, 
though, and the Conference 
side equalised three minutes 
from foil-time through Rob 
Cousins. 

Seven minutes into extra 
time, substitute Deion Vernon 
put Bath ahead for the first 
time, while Yeovil's attempts to 


hit back were hindered by a red 
card for Andy Floiy in the sec- 
ond period of extra time. 

Bath thus earned a second- 
round home tie against Enfield 
or Hayes, who will try for a third 
time next week to decide their 
first-round encounter, Tues- 
day’s replay ending in a 2-2 
draw. 

While Bath survived against 
opposition from a lower league, 
four Conference sides were not 
so lucky. Woking’s dream of 
winning the Trophy for the 
third year in a row ended at the 
Ids League side Carshalton 
Athletic, where the holders 
were beaten 3-1 last Saturday. 

On the same afternoon 
Wayne Garke’s Telford United 
fell by the same scoreline at Bur- 
ton Albion, while in the mid- 
week replays Emley overcame 
Morecambe, also 3-1, and a last- 
minute goal was enough for 
Gresley Rovers to beat Staly- 
bridge Celtic 1-0. 


selection practice. 

A successful candidate must 
be sure that he has tbe support 
of the people with whom he 
must work. Tbe problem with 
the England job is that the FA 
is a disparate group of people 
with different interests, objec- 
tives and expectations- For 
some people tbe only thing 
that matters is England’s play- 
ing success. Others want the 
England coach to be a media 
star while some want the coach 
to represent other aspects of the 
national game. 

It is essential that the FA is 
clear about both tbe profes- 
sional and personal attributes of 
the coach or manager before 
making a new appointment 
Tbe personal criteria pose spe- 
cial problems. At least three of 
the last five England managers 
or coaches were undermined as 
much by personal as profes- 
sional issues. 

The appointment of Ven- 
ables seemed to be avictoiy for 
those who pat coaching and me- 
dia skills as their top priority. 
His chequered business career 
and legal entanglements were 
public knowledge. Anyone on 
the international committee 
party to his appointment but 
getting cold feet ought to have 
resigned. 

The timing of highly publicised 
appointments poses spedal prob- 
lems. The first priority is proba- 
bly to damp down speculation by 
agreeing a dear timetable for de- 
casons. There is pressure to make 
a decision before the European 
Champ ionship finals m the sum- 
mer. This m ;ght provide continuity 
but an unsuccessful campaign 
could undermine the new coach 
before he gets started 

The FA’s task is made even 
harder by the limited number of 
English candidates who meet all 
the professional criteria. The 


Against this background and 
using the FA’s stated criteria, 
there are only two real candi- 
dates - Venables himself and 
Jack Charlton. It is astonishing 
that Chariton’s name has not 
come forward. He meets all the 
professional criteria. He was a 
key member of the victorious 
1966 team (.Robson, Keegan 
and Wilkins have, so far. only 
known failure in World Cup 
campaigns.) 

More important is Chari- 
ton’s success with Ireland In 
two World Cup campaigns be 
used the limited resources 
available to Ireland brilliant- 
ly. He should perform even 
better with the resources avail- 
able to England. His person- 
ality and lifestyle are 
important defences against 
the pressures of the jab. He has 
immense credibility. 

It is much easier to imagine 
the up and coming generation 
of managers and coaches work- 
ing with him than any other se- 
rious contender. The only 
potential serious barriers are his 
age and his willingness to speak 
his mind At 60, ms age is hard- 
ly a serious impediment. The 
dignity and assurance he 
showed over the last few years 
should reassure even the most 
timid FA administrator. 

In the early stages of the 
search for a new coach, the FA 
have not performed badly. But 
with recruitment and selection 
the real test is the final choice 
you make. The best man or 
woman for the job should be the 
person best qualified, and com- 
petent The challenge to the FA 
is to keep tins 
other distractions. 

Professor 1 hm Cannon is chief 
executive of the Management 
Charter Initiative, a business 
management consultancy. 


New design 
pays off for 
British pair 

Sailing 


Sporting a radical new design of 
lightweight mainsail the British 
Olympic pair of David WflHanis 
and lan Rhodes kicked off with 
an encouraging third in tbe 
first race of the Tornado cata- 
marans. writes Stuart Alexan- 
der from Miami- 

Tbe pair took a decision not 
to go to the World Cham- 
pionship in Brisbane earlier this 
month, preferring to work on a 
sail which has less battens - five 
instead of seven - and a lighter 
weight of sailcloth, and thus ex- 
pected to provide greater speed. 

While the race was won oy the 
man who took toe championship 
in Australia, Austria’s Andreas 
Hagara, Williams and Rhodes 
could take satisfaction in putting 
Spam's Fernando Leon, strong- 
ly tipped for an Olympic medal 
later this year, and America’s 
Randy Smyth behind them. 

Less happy was Lawn e Smith 
whose opening assault on the tri- 
al to find Britain's Star class two- 
man keelboat representative, 
was marred by hitting the first 
weather mark, forcing him to 
take a 360-degree penalty turn. 


Ban ends Edwards’ cup run 

Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 

Shaun Edwards' proud record 
of playing in every one of 
Wigan's Challenge Cup ties 
during tbe eight seasons when 
they have made it their personal 
property is set to end 
The Wigan captain, who has 
appeared in 42 consecutive ties 
thro ugh out the successful cam- 
paigns stretching back to 1988, 
was suspended for one match by 
the disciplinary committee last 


s they 

said had left their scrum-halt, 
Robbie Paul, with concussion. 

Edwards was also fined £150 
for what was described as a 
“reckless high tackle", with an 
extra £50 fine for another, 
“careless" high tackle. 

The incidents, in the match 
that clinched Wigan's seventh 
successive championship 11 
days ago. were viewed by the 
league, who ruled that there was 
a case to answer. 

Edwards will now miss the 
match against Bramley on Sun- 
day, unless an appeal this morn- 
ing succeeds. If he remains 
banned, then Jason Robinson, 
who has been standing in for 
him during a recent injury 


absence, is likely to continue at 
scrum-half. 

Another international half- 
back, Tbny Smith, will miss 
CasdefonT s tie against St Helens 
tomorrow. Smith, who played for 
England in the Centenary Worid 
Cup, has been suspended for one 
match after being found guilty 
of throwing a punch at a Lon- 
don Broncos opponent Smith 
was not sent off, but was placed 
on report by the referee, Karl 
Kirkpatrick. 

Although Smith is also to ap- 
peal this morning, Castleford 
may now be tempted to bring 
in Rano Botica for his Gist team 
debut after he came safely 
through an Alliance game -his 
first since breaking his leg in the 
summer - on Tuesday night. 

Chorley, one of three clubs 
warned this week that they will 
be expelled from the league if 
their results do not improve, 
have vowed to fight for their 
place. 

"We are disappointed that 
the league has made this state- 
ment, but we will respond pos- 
itively by showing that we 
should be there," said the club's 
solicitor, Simon Robinson. 

Chorley were beaten by tbe 
amateur side, Thatto Heath, in 
the fourth round of the Chal- 
lenge Cup. 


Barrie-Jon Mather yester- 
day failed in a High Court bid 
to rain his release from Wigan 
so he could join the Australian 
club Perth Western Reds. 

The centre, who was placed 
on the transfer list in Novem- 
ber after a contract dispute, 
walked out claiming they had 
failed to adhere to ms contract 
something Wigan have denied. 
At a two-hour private hear- 
fster refused 


ing. Sir Peter We 
to grant Mather 
court order requiring 


to grant Mather a temporary 
Wjganto 


ga 

"hearing of the dispute. 
Mather's lawyers said they were 
considering an appeal 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

20m 


The amount in dollaisj 
(£13.6m). that Sparta 
Prague, the football champi- 
ons of the Czech Republic, are 
in debt The dub's phone lines 
were cut yesterday when. 
Czech Telecom took action 
ovw unpaid.bi»s which stood 
at £7 ,000 last October. : 
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Stewart the jock 
of all trades 


F or someone who began ihe 
season as the Pittsburgh 
Steelers fourth-choice 
quarterback - most teams only 
bother with three - KordcJI 
Stewart can expect to see a lot 
of the ball come Sunday. Catch- 
ing iL Throwing ii. Running 
with it. Even punting it. For in 
a game which specialises in sp- 
ecialists, Stewart is the excep- 
tion, the jock of all trades. 

But if Stewart's story is one 
of the brighter strands of a trou- 
bled NFL season - his novelty 
and ebullient personality have 
made him the most lalked- 
about rookie since The Fridge 
weighed in a decade ago - ii also 
highlights a darker side of 
American football. The plight 
of the black quarterback. 

Stewart, a likeable and relaxed 
22-year-old, has played the piv- 
otal position all his life, and was 
an outstanding success at college 
in Colorado. However, when it 
came to being drafted into the 
NFL a familiar pattern emerged. 
Like many of his colour before 
him. there was great enthusiasm 
for his remarkable athletic gifts, 
but reservations about his ability 
to lead an offense. 

Would he consider changing 
to wide receiver or defensive 
back? *T just don't know why a 
quarterback has to be 6ft Sin and 
230 pounds, with blond hair and 
blue eyes,” he said recently. “A 
team will invest in someone like 
that and say that he's going to be 
its quarterback ax years down the 
road. But why can’t a team do 
dial with someone who’s 6 ft tin 
and black? People think a black 


Matt Tench on Kordell Stewart, the 
inning, catching, passing quarterback 


guv isn't going to be a smart 
quarterback, and ihat’s b*T 

Stewart's predicament came 
a couple of years after Charlie 
ward, another outstanding black 
play-caller, found himself un- 
d rafted, ostensibly because he 
was also considering a career in 
professional basketball. Jimmy 
Johnson, the former head coach 
of the Dallas Cowboys, and now 
in charge at Miami, suggested at 
the time that Wfcrd had been the 
victim of discrimination. 
“There's still a stigma that blacks 
can t figure out sophisticated 
pro-styic offenses. It's a tragedy 
that Charlie Wfcrd wasn't drafted. 
And don't give me that bull 
about how he was thinking of 
playing in the NBA,” he said. 

Stewart insisted he only warned 
work as a quarterback, and was 
taken by the Steelers in the sec- 
ond round, though his place in 
their depth chart hardly sug- 
gested he was being groomed as 
their play-calier of the near future. 
As the season began he did not 
even need to pul a uniform on. 

Then, as the Steelers made an 
uncertain start to the season, the 
head coach. Bill Cowher. 
approached Stewart to play 
wide receiver. Recalling the 
conversation. Stewart said: 
“When coach Cowher came to 
me and ask me. I asked him. 
"Will quarterback he my thing 
in the future?' He said yes." 

Ron Erhardt. the team's 
offensive co-ordinator, soon 



Mr Versatile.- Stewart does it all 
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realised that in Stewart he had 
a player whose talents incorpo- 
rated many positions. When this 
was transferred to the Geld his 
impact was liuJe short of sensa- 
tional. In a Monday night game 
against Cleveland Stewart ran 
twice, caught a couple of passes 
and threw for his first NFL 
touchdown. The match was 
screened coost-to-coast and a 
legend was bom. He even had a 
nickname, “Slash", given to him 
by Cowher, because he was now 
listed as quarterbaek/Veceiver. 

Erhard l, whose strategy was 
normally not so much conser- 
vative as Gingrichian, relished 
the scope for unorthodox that 
Stewart allowed, and suddenly 
the Pittsburgh offense, long re- 
garded as prehistoric, became 
the talk of the league. As the 
Steelers rebounded from a poor 
start to forge a route to Sunday's 
Super Bowl, the rookie be- 
came an increasingly vital part 
of their offense. 

The Steelers are firm under 
dogs but Stewart presents one of 
the game’s few intangibles. The 
Cowboys have the best defense 
he will have played against, 
lightning quick and unforgiving. 
Given the predictable nature of 
the Pittsburgh attack without 
Stewart though, Erhardt surety 
has no option but to tty to involve 
him as frequently as possible. 
And h is just possible that Stew- 
art’s versatility wiD confuse what 
is not the most adaptable unit 
As to the future, Stewart 
said this week that he trusted 
Cowher to give him the chance 
to play quarterback. The con- 
tract of Neil O’Donnell the 
team’s starter, is up next month, 
but it would be a surprise if he 
is not offered a lucrative new 
one. Of Stewart, Cowher will say 
only: “1 think be has a future as 
a quarteiback-slash-receiver.” 

Stewart's best hope may rest 
with the league’s rules makers. 
The NFL, which has a fascina- 
tion for petty bureaucracy to 
make the boys in Brussels look 
positively laissez-faire, has already 
expressed its concern that Stew- 
art is wearing No 10, a quarter- 
back's number, but playing 
mainly as a wide receiver. Stew- 
art says the octy thing be will not 
do for the Steelers is change his 
number. Which means his team 
may have to play him more at 
quarterback, or trade him to 
someone who will. 

Either way, there are many 
reasons for hoping that Kordell 
Stewart one day gets his chance 
to be a starting quarterback, ft 
would be a shame if he were just 
a Slash in the pan. 



Great Britain* John Shaw (left) on the attack in Barcelona yesterday 
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Britain on brink of qualification 


Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 
reports from Barcelona 
Great Britain 
Netherlands 


Great Britain twice came from 
behind in a classic match to 
break a run of seven successive 
defeats by the Dutch and keep 
alive their Olympic qualifying 
ambitions here yesterday. They 
need just a point from their last 
two games, against Malaysia 


and Belgium, to be sure of join- 
ing Spain and India (and almost 
certainly the Netherlands) who 
qualified earlier in the day. 

Yesterday’s game started at a 
cracking pace with Britain forc- 
ing a couple of early penalty cor- 
nets without reaping any reward. 
It was against the nm of play that 
the Dutch went ahead in the 
23rd minute. Taco van den Hon- 
eit taking advantage of confusion 
in the British defence. 

The half ended in high dra- 
ma. With Britain awarded a 
penalty corner in the final 


minute, the Spanish umpire, 
Santiago Deo. temporarily sus- 
pended two Dutch players for 
consistenty breaking the tine be- 
fore the comer was taken. 

Britain exploited their ad- 
vantage at the beginning of the 
second half and were on terms 
within a minute. Chris Mayer, 
who throughout this tourna- 
ment has caused problems with 
his speed, this time got on the 
scoresheet himself. 

Restored to full strength, the 
rampant Dutch attack stormed 
forward with van den Honert 


claiming his second goal 11 
minutes into the half from their 
first penalty comer. With just 
two minutes remaining, Calum 
Giles calmly walked on to strike 
home Britain's seventh comer 
for a well deserved equaliser. 
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Williams sharpen up for title challenge 

Motor racing 


DERICK ALLSOP 

They failed to sign him, now the 
Wiliams team think this season 
they have their best chance to 
beat Michael Schumacher and 
claim the Formula One cham- 
pionship. 

Frank Williams pledged yes- 
terday a better prepared and im- 
proved effort by his team, and 
come the opening race, in Mel- 
bourne on 10 March, the 
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JUST THE TICKET: What's 


where for the sporting spectator 


i i 


This weekend 

TODAY 

RUGBY LEAGUE: 5A OA Chalenge Cup fateh 
round: Wesl Leeds » York (7.30) The Soute- 
varo. Hull). 

BOXING: Under- IS Amaieur International: 
England v Germany (Blackpool). Itae We first 
Drw EnjSsnd haw met Die cambered Gennady, 
.vrp are ranked among the worid'5 leatfing na- 
wms. England won the last international 
against West Germany in 1588 7-3 but Ion 
io East Germany 7-1 trie previous year. The 
cnamy evronmg m aid of tne Lancashire Asso- 
ciation erf Boys dubs has a tw cables left (or 
the dinner event ftel: 01524 65106}. Spec- 
tators can also be accommodated in me bak 
cony of me Wrtw Gartens at £5 and me bout 
of me evenmg wil be The twfterwe^m con- 
test between ftchani Hator, me prrertsrofi Uo»- 
er from Manchester, and Jurgen Braflmer, the 
1395 Europeon undtt-19 bronze medaNst The 
promenon stairs at 9pm. Wraer Gamers, Stack- 
Ctefc 01253 27786). 

HOCKEY: women's Indoor European Nations 
Cip (Qasgjwt Scotland. « Group A. open ther 
campaign against France at lpm. England 's 
ccereng in Group B is agenst Austria « noon. 
tomsaoK daily: £5 adJts, £2 inder- 18 b; sea- 
son octet (today io Sunday); £12. £5. Play 
starts at 10 am toaav and tomorrow, rate the 
first semi- (Inal ai 9-3uam on Sunday and the 
final at 3.45pm. KeMi Had bnematmsl Sports 
Arena re west of Glasgow City Centre, on Ar- 
- ate Street (TeL- 0141 357 2525). 

.- TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL: FA Cup toute round, Endsleigh 
Ufagje SecoreJ andDunf Dtasons. Tertnanrs 
Scottish Cup mud round and Bek's Scottish 
League Second and Thud Orisons. 

RUGBY LEAGUE; Srt Cul OvOengp CUD fiwnh 
round: Castteford v St Hefcns (3.05). 

RUGBY UNION: Tour Match: Pontypridd v New 
South Wiles 12.30). OS Insurance County 
Championship Southern serm-fnat RMdesex 
v Surrey 12.301 (« OW Merchants IfetanLl *» 
■nflon Cup fifth immd. Courage Clubs Chom 
Dwnsnro National League Two: Moseley v 
Northampton (3.01. Tenner# s Scottish Cham- 
pionship Re©onal League. 

RACING (National Hunt unte« StatPffl: 

. UNGHELD (AW Rat): All enOcaies £9. 11.40). 
Ayr dot) £ 16 ; Grandaand £8 iQAFfchaiT-pnce). 

1 3.0i. Cheltenham: Club £15 (Juntas. 16-24 
yeas. £8); Tattereat* £.12; FostysEndosure 
£5. rl.10). Don ca ster . Oub £14; Grandstand 
£8; Family Enclosure £3 i under- 16s free al 
’ enclosures). (LOi. 

ATHLETICS: Greet Britain v Russia (Burning- 
ham). The Bdd includes a mature of P pgF 
eoaed tends and up-an^i»tun gam)at as.jw 

opersng cwmony b at neon. Adrrhssron: £iu. 

£8 adyta. £5. £4 cWdrere'QAPS. National In- 
door Arena, National Indoor Arena, hmg frF 
wards Road. Btomn^iam. Junction 6 aj MS 
ana the Arena is s&iposwd from the A38TMJ. 
(Bo* Office 0121 200 22221. 

CYCLING: Jack Hettfter Memorial tea&ie tMfln- 
cnesar). Manchester. London. Edmbuiffl . 
earartf and Bttningham compete, starting at 
. 7pm. AOmErfon: £4 acUis, £2 ctiiWrenreon- 
oesaons. £10 family bcteL National Cyckog 
-Centre. Manchester velodrome. Stuart Street. 

'■s located oft Astton Old Hoad, between Man^ 
aiestararw AsfWon-under-Lyne. nearDroyfes- 
’ den and reacned from A£62 vb Corbett StreeL 
-’Tel: 0161 223 2244). 

' MUSHN&Ome^ ^rosh KfSfcrRaangCharrv 
aronsho lAberfoylei. Some BO teams and 400 
3og& compere in the film round ot the ehant- 
xmshjjs. Classes lor taro, four and sn-dog 
earns oT Siberian Huskies end Atoskan Mala- 
nuies take part m rreaB starting at &30am 
amorrow and Sunday. This a the best wire 
or spectsnng as the heats tor the largsr. faster 
earns are run ftrai From GUSgnv. take die 
)81 ® Abertqyto, urang left at west end 9 
•tain Street Entry lotraUmG be through Bal- 
«ch. bearing Ht to enter tores*. 

SNOOKER: Re®iWe&i Open (Newport). Play 
ip to and incJLBing Monday wifl consst Of 4 
on orvrec off fomot, stating a 10 am each 
:ay. Stew Danis, the champion, s looking ft* 

* tram Regal Welsh We and opera lus de- 
rcetoironowat 7pm a©wist Domnc Dale, 
jechon Hendry, me world champcn, opens 
garni Mike Haflsti on Sunday at 7pm. Ad- 
rssoi: o per day. NetioM Ou«re. Kn^Moy. 
leiccrt Gwent (Tet 01B33 662666). 


PICK OF THE HAY 

7H» WEEKEND/ Fencing 
Coble Cup /Epee championships 
Guildford and RAF Coefoiti 

This weekend is one of the 
busiest in the domestic fencing 
calendar, with the Coble Cup 
sabre international at Guildford 
and the British. 6p6e champi- 
onships, at RAF Cosford, near 
WoKiwhamptixi. It is 50 years 
since Archie Corbie presented the 
-attractive Cup for what is Britain's^ " 
leading sabre event and domes- 
tic hopes Oe with Ian Wtfliams, 
whose training with the French 

SUNDAY 

FOOiaALL:FACuptatthitxnd:Sh 8 «attlAK- 
ed v Aston vwa (3.0). TermanTa ScotbUt Cup 
thud itxnL- WWBrafl Welfare vOatoc <3.01 (at 
EastBfRoad. Edtobur&i). 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Si IK Cut Challenge Cup 
fourth round. 

CYCLO-CROSS: National Trophy Final round 
(NorthaRerton). Ttw reason, pa n ta from afl 
four rounds MS count Uteerds atlas molwig 
this final round cniaol. thouai In me senior 
men's Trophy Same Ctarke, or Team Rate#! 
has a 20 -plant eustan owr me naormal cham- 
pion Nek Craig, of Diamond Back. Crate, m 
turn, has a 20 poH lead owr tt« third-pfaced 
Stave Kn^x. of Halesowen C avf AC and only 
a msaaerwa dfabdge me front twa Knrfa. 
howawr, vrtl have to aok for mud. with fwe 
points saparaong from Gary Foam, of Scoo 
tot a na ti o nal, and Stuart Biura. me Ace RT rid- 
er. The senior men’s race also has the sta- 
bs of a second category kiterranonal, with 
ranking points for the fust 10 bashers and 
prCe-money- The select overseas uju Bn ^ro 
wifl have an effect on the race's deveiopmert. 
though not cm the outcome of the Nadorwi 
Trophy. Rogamnre . Under- 12s 10am, iuw- 
ndas 11 am, Ukora noon, veterans 12.03pm. 
women 12.02pm, semor men 2pm. Stone 
Crocs Pfaymg Feld. Hambleton Leisure Cen- 
tra, North afleit o n , North Yorkshka. From Al 
at A16&A19 tum-off, sl^iposted T eess id e . 
take A16B to NorthaRerton. 

Next week 

FOOTBALL (7^0 imiws stated}: Monday: 

FA Cup fourth round: Queen's PM Ran^s 
v Cheteea ( 8 D). EndsJeigh Insurance 
iee 0 » TOM DMsIos: Doncaster vbnooln. 
Representative Match: UnBond Leegje v 
Engsh Urtverows )0_(Jt Lancaster CayFO. 


Btfirwr^am v West Bromwich (7.45). Bid- 

derland v Tranmere. Second Division: 
Brentford v Ufycomoe (7.45); Burnley v 0<- 
tord Utri. TOM Ovfstoic Barnet v Torquay 

(7.45) : Dartnswiv Reston; Enter v Hartle- 
pool (7.45); FiAam v Scwstnspe (7.45); 
GdKn^am v Mansfreid (7-45); Normampton 
v Phmoutfi (7-45): Wfean vCtMessr (7 J5). 
Ante WtfldsogewsSMcM Northern section 
seni-fbieis tint Itt Carlisle v Chesrerteld; 
Ru t hertiam v Yfrk. Scutfacrn section settd- 
flnelltn* leg: Petertwroutft v Brtstot Roverc 
(7.451 Tenuerfs Scottish CapthMiCuat 
MotnerweR v Aberdeen (7.45). Scottish 
League Rrst Dlvfskac Cfydebank v DwnS- 
anon. Second DMstorcAyrvChde: Bemch 
v Forfar. We dnesday : FA Carfldg Premier- 
sUp: Aaon ViEa v Lneipool (7.45): Necnng- 
nam Forest v Leeds (7.45): Soumampton v 
Manchester Ov West Haro v Cosenoy 

(7.45) . Ba dsl e fe h taa ui ance Leagie Rest 
OMstore Luton v Sheffield Utd (7.45). Sec- 
ond DMsioic Brad ted v Obm )7.451. 
Aim Windscreens SHekl Soutbem section 
serrt-ftaal tort teg: Strtss&ny v Heretati. 
Scottish League Ffen DMsk»: Acdre v 
Hamdton: DiHTtemane v SUohnsane:S: Ka- 
ren v Greenock Uaron (7.03). Second M- 
vlstoK East Fife v Queen of the South. TOM 
DfvMore ABnxi v coeoxtan If: see; Ross 
County vUvrgStK. 


squad has proved rewarding on. 
the international circuit In the 
men's event at the British 6p6e 
championships at Cosford. 
Quentin Bern man, Britain's most 
talented epteist of his generation, 
tsthefavoLffite. Penny Tom Snsor, 
a former national champion, is 
placed to add to her tally of 
medals In the women's contest 

IMer to get there: Corbie Cup. Guddted ‘ 
SpMnsn Rariemy, Qddtoal, Stsray. is dose 
to A3 and deafy affpootA. (Cat: 01483 
443333). Fencfa^ stats « 9ero onorrew 
DreffiMuafe, ada final Spro) and-StsKtoy 
(®*ns). AQrnisacre £3_50 skits, chfldrar 
free. Bn&rfi np 6 o cfrarTrokanstBps. RAFCos- 
tatLrrAto^rmWAertorpmV^I*}- 
tshds. 9 -30am on bom d^s. Speaamg b 
free, but proper proof of rtawrty s needed. 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Tuesday: Meraatianel 
Match: Great Bman Acadeny v France 17 JOj 
far Saflbnfl. 

RU 8 BY UNUM: TOssdey; Oub Matches: 
Bad vCotlff (7JS: Outran v Swansea (7X»>; 
Maedeg vPenarth (TJOk Tondu vTssrefy (7Jft 
wasosv UaNfibareutti Students (7 -3Q). WRU 
Mdweek CompedtJon Pool C: Caophdy v 
Uanharan (7.0). KsrtGBmora FDarCoisttres 
CMBtotonsMp: SIvtipsfOT v Deroyrtwe (730) 
fa Shrewsbury). Wednesday: Tour Match: 
Enffand A v No* South Wales (7_15)(arL8fce9- 
ter). Representative Match: Ov4 Service v 
Are) Nav (2J5) |ar CfusMicld. Friday: A fci- 
tenrationat: Scadand v Ranee (233) fat Ujre- 
ekfe. G£hhugh). Under-21 M pstil—fc 
Scottend v France (1.0) (at MyreBde). Tear 
Match: Leaser vNew Saudi Waies (7.15) far 
tansdorereftadl Q 4*t). CM > Mttcheg A ber- 

(7%); Bedtoa v Saracens 18 . 0 ); Berry HI 
v Stroud (7.0); BtocWieam v Ham^oe (7 30r. 
Burftfi Wefls v Uandwy (70); Cambno^ Unv 
i Sc Le (7 J5r, QossKeys vTredefflr (7.5: Ouv 
vara v Mounnn Ash (7.0); Exeter vWestm- 
stroer-Mere 1730); (Souceszer v Pontypoal 
(7£)i; l&cestervCDvemy (7357. London hsh 
v Souh Ufales Pofice (T30i: l^dney v Mon- 
mouth f 70) : Moseley v Greater armn^ram 
(7 30); POtdypndd v Bretol i7 Q); Bch mond 

onenaflrHTUX)}; Swansea v^tom'(70): Tre- 
arctry vCnetanhsn )7.0); Walsall v Womester 
(7 35): Wasps v Bndgend (730). 

RAdNG: Monday: SOUTHWELL (Afl Weedi- 
er FtatfcCfotj £12: TarteroaBs £8 (OAP mem- 
bers of couree’s Diamond Club £4, 
accornpaned uncar- 16a free). 12.0). Pturep- 
ton: Membes £ 12 : Taassafls £ 8 : Come £4. 
LL50L Ayr £12: Grandstand £7 (OAPs 
bST pace). U-40.L Tuesday: UNGFtELD (AMT 
Hat): Al endoares S3. U-40L kto eeira t gh: 
CUi £UtTacersds £a (OAP&and unemotoyed 
£3l. 1 12CD. N ctan gran c Chib £12 Dureom. 
16-21 yean. £31; TattersaSs £ 8 ; Srfver Rmg 
and Paddock £4. (L30). Wednesday: 
WOtVERHAABTON (AW Rat): Entrance IB: 
adrStjOnai £10 far entrance to Viewing Restau- 
rant: aeS&raA £1580 for meal. ( 2 . 10 ). 
la tu as fti Chfl£12:T a OB B ae3£B:S4rarWtt8 
£4. taccomaned iraJer-lfis free). Free rax- 
cards. (3-45). Windsor CU> £12; TaOBrsadS 
£& surer ftng LA. (1-30). Thsesdsy: UNG- 
BBD (AW Flat): as Tuesday. (L5Q). Sedge- 
field: Paddock £8 (OAPs £4): Cause SL 
(UO). Ttawoeeter: Members £ 12 : Tanasaas 
£& Ouse £4 (Car pbs aS occttoons £15). 
(L30). Friday: SOUTHWELL (AW Rat): as 
Monday. (2D). Fbflc**tone:Ctob£12 (under- 
16s freer: TsaersaTa £830. OJfli. Kefso: 
Ctofa £10; Taaeraa^s £7 (OAPs £4. accom- 
panied under- 16s tree). ( 120 ). 

NEXT WSXBffl 

FDOTBAUd Satnrdi^: FA CsSafiftanrah®, 
Endste^ 1 Leapie and Ben's Scomsfr League. 
Sunday: » CB&eaemiefsftff Oieteearr frfid- 
(fasarBug) I4J3J. Erase#) league Firs D>- 
vtsara Ci atf an v OfSsL Palace (2-5S). 
Ncnu^i v Hcnsnff 3 m (31)’: -fort Voe v Stake 
il20j tcteO: Rsadrigv Pcrerarf) (255). 
RUGBY UNWN: Saasntar- Fh* Nati aa s* 
ttaghnilfa i Srgara v Vfates t3.Ci let 
rwESETJEm;: seoart vRaxe t30i farfcta- 

ravfis*S. 


RACING: SsOadsy: UNGFIHJ) (AW FtaQ: 

as Tuesday- (1^5). Chepstow: Dub £14; Ta- 
tereafc£10(OAP5£5). 0.0). SeodOMK OuD 
£15, Junior dub {16-25jre) £13; Qmttnd 
and Paddock £12; SWer Ring £5. (1^0). 
Wetfaeity 04) £12 (acco mpa nied under-IBs 
free): TaoeoaOi £7; Come £2 (care, rearing 
up to 4 adults £ 6 ). (110). 

Plan ahead 

The irtemationat cyciing road season 
in Europe starts on 6 February and the 
spring classics offer the spectator the 
chance to follow teams and riders as 
they perform in the one-day World Cup 
races and begin tuning up for the Tour 
de France in July 
The Het Wk, on 2 March, is Bel- 
gium’s opening spring classic and is an 
indicator to the form of riders for the 
forthcoming World Cup races. Starting 
and finishing m Ghent, the 208km race 
includes fere tough dimbs on cobbled 
surfaces. The Pans- Nice or the Race to 
the Sun from 10 to 17 March Is the 
first classic stage race of the season. 
The first six Wxld Cup races foOow con- 
cluding the spring classics. The M8an- 
San Remo opens the sequence on 23 
March and the Grand Pm of Frankfurt 
concludes this series on 1 May 
The four Warid Cup races In between, 
all held at the weekends in April, are 
within easy reach for spectating. IhB lour 
of Flanders on 7 April is a gruelling 
260km ride partly over the Ardennes 
and includes infamous cobbled dimbs 
fS« rheMunde aammont. 20 km from 
the finish. The ftri&ffoubaK the fotawrg 
Sunday rives up to its alternative tide 
of the "Hell of the North*, a hellish mix 
of cobbles, crashes and punctures. 

Chris Boardman has pend Bed in the 
l£ge-Bastogne-t£ge, the fourth Worid 
Cup race on 21 Apd. The oldest das- 
sc is a race of repeated short dimbs 
In the Ardennes though on tarmac. The 
hfll of La Redouts, 48km from the fin- 
ish, is a good vantage point The Am- 
std Gold ends the series on 27 Apm. 
The Netherlands' only classic is raced 
ewer the south-east comet 245km from 
Hearten m Maastricht 

Sporting lours, of Obey, specialises 
In cycling tops and provides excursions 
to these four World Cup races, though 
the Amstel Gold is now booked. Prices 
for Ihe lour of Flanders are a day mp 
at £65, two nigrts in Ghent at £139 
or ff you wish to brirK your btka for three 
nights, £179. The Pans-Roubaix costs 
£65 for the day trip. 125 for one ni^it 
in ffens and three nights wtth bike start- 
ing at £125. The tiege-Bastogne-ij^gs 
race starts at at £109 for two raffits 
in the town. Spotting Tows also has a 
video brochure, narrated by Phil Uggptt, 
at £5. This is refundable on booking. 

Het VoB< (stan and finish to Ghent} 2 Match; 
Psris-Mce 10-17 March: kSan-San Remo 
Wok! Cup) 23 March: Tr\fft^F)ancisrz(Workt 
Cup) 7 April; Paris- Roubab rWcrit) Cup) 14 
Afrfo LUga^geaene-Llige (World Cup) 21 
Hrt-.AmsolGaU Rso?ft\fcrtjQjpi STAprO: 
Grand Prix of Frankfort (Vforw CUP) 1 May. 
Spotting Tours, 21 Manor Gardens. Pod-in- 
Wharfabafe. oaey. west V&rfefirfe LS21 1NB 
iTefc 0113284 3617; fas 0113 284 3617). 

Details of forthcoming events with 
information on tickets and venues 

should be sent to: Tbe Sports 
Desk, Hie Independent, 1 Cana- 
da Square, Canary Wharf, Loudon 
E145DL. Fax: 0171 293 2894. 


Wffliams-Renauit chief said his 
engineers and mechanics should 
have sharpened Lbeir act and H2I 

make a better fist of their cham- 
pionship challenge than they 
did Iasi season, when they were 
soundly beaten by Schumacher 
and Benetton- Renault 
The team are anxious to make 
up time at pit stops and Williams 
also believes time has been tost 
overtaking. He is urging Hill to 
be more positive in this area. 


Badminton 

SOUTH KOREAN OPEN fSaool} ( 

Mm'i do uM — , qgBrtuT- finm k r S Areftar ana C 

Hurt (CBJ K Yoo >on*;-5ung*TV1 Kim Doigpc on 

IS Kap 15-10 15-5. Mbrod tiooUro. rerartar- 
tata: S Archer and J Braaomy (GBi M T Savn- 
g Mria m A Jorerosan (Deni »-15 15<3 1 &*. 


Schumacher is now with Fer- 
rari after Williams, as their en- 
gineering director Patrick Head 
confirmed, had made inquiries 
last year about Schumacher’s 
availability, but were priced 
out of contention. 

Williams said Hill, second in 
the championship in consecutive 
years, “has a very good chance 
of the championship this time. 
But he needs to sort out his over- 
taking. He has to give no quar- 
ter and pass in a way that says, 
‘don’t mess with me.’ " 


Hill, conscious of Schu- 
macher’s phenomenal fitness, 
has taken on the services of an 
Austrian phyaotherapist/coach 
to upgrade his physical condi- 
tion. “He is taking bis prepa- 
rations very seriously indeed,” 
Williams said. 

Williams signed the French- 
Canadian Jacques Wleneuve 
and expect him to win races, but 
feel Hill is a better champi- 
onshm beL The threat to him, 
they think, may come from Benet- 
ton’s Frenchman Jean Alesi. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


2 ltacttgS8rtMsO.La«dfagp 

cDMacWP23PB52:ar 
■ 23-43. 


Compiled by Paul Maker 


I ffonone and J Mtfrt (G 8 ) H Ha TOp4wen and 
ton swn-joung CS kart 115 10-15 1517. 


Basketball 

NBA: LA LaNas 124 Boston 107; Ctariotts 127 
Wtatwigun 113; NBoVDrtc 88 Miami 79; Hcwc 
ton 96 Now Jttsey 8 ft Ctevetand 91 PhiUafofrfa 
8 & Ptoerac TOl Mlmteoui 91; Crnca^j 104 Van 
cwrar84; Mona 97 Mbreutes BR Detroti 85 
S»n Amono 84; Sottfa B 6 Dhw T9> Utah jflO 
CowoftSaweB. 


Bowls 

OS WELSH MASTERS (UobsB . 

J Pnce (WbO KJ Da«es (Wsl) 7-1 7D:AThoro- 
son (Eng) lx C Leras (Wat 4-7 7-0 7-0. 

Cricks* 

County champions, Warwickshire, haw 
reappointed Demot Reeve as cqriain for 
the 1996 season. Reeve has so far led 
Wwrickshiie to six trophies in three yeas. 
SECOND UNDCR-19 TEST (Harare) TfrM dw 

taw: Zttteooe 47 (P ttxcteon 5-11) and 155 
(ftitoaon 3-32. C Camotei 3-23); Er^id 344 
far 7 dec (D Nash 65no. D Safa* SQ). r 

W hi taotac* HA l*a m 


Football 

ARBCAN NATIONS CUP Grotto C (totaOMS- 
frurg): Zaire 2 (U*Mu pen 5. Ecsande 72i leana 
0. Balre and GaOon queitty far quarter-ftnfo on 
0Mfte4teaneaL 

BBSH LEAGUE COCACOLA FLOODLIT CUP tkror- 
tarftnais tbme Gtonawn v Ards fio be piaod 

TU636FeCrua'>. 73a:0ttVKAavCctsanerr[^ 

G Fab. 7 JO); O enmren v unMd (Tubs 6 Feb, 
7 JO); Orusadect or Baaymena Urn v Poraxtown 
nt»L Real ro u nd, aa ea n d toff Cncaden v Bat- 
lymau IU Ifi February. 730u 
EUROPEAN IMSU1 OLYMRC QUAUFYING 
CHAWRONSHD> Quarterflnata Wwk ItonBaqr v 
Scodaro [12 Hadii; Po “ ’ 

Span v Creed Nepubta 

Frarutl 3 Meren); „ 

ScatSard v tom CBMsrcd); taw v Portugal C? 
March): tSecnRejatoOc w Span 127 Marcti). 
WBNEStMrS LATE RESULTS: tatamaSoraU 
fr l are tta e : Franca 3 FomM 2: Greece 2 terael 
1: Italy 3 Wales O. Coca-Cola Cap tpoatcrP- 
p«l roptay. Barrengram 2 fwnrarfi 1 (Btming- 
dam per Leeds In samLAwp. DxtaM£i lao^io 
RratDhMora Sundetfand 1 Cnreby D. Oar* 
Scottiab LaaffM Fbut Dhfctotc Hemtor 3 SI 
Mnen 0. Second DMaorv Spring 3 Clyde 0 . FA 
Unbro Traatiy feat-rand replay: Gateshead 2 
(taWHon 15. ennman 76) Nddemunsar Haro- 


Goif 

JOHNNC VKALKBI CLASSIC (fanab Mend, 
StatotowW Laadtoe ta ut aetad aearoa W er 
Hefie atatodfc 6 » 8 Ifagiaa (Aufa; 0 Karta- 


canc9aaLC7EBa(SA):J0a|r(US.6BDMcKen- 
atfus»:Bfaw 0 «(Jha«;FQxaea(lJS):Bltt»r 
tfkrir. J DMWnd (USK 2 Moe Anna). 69 P Moaa 
(VJS); W&PBh (Nay. F Tamato (ft); l ttooumt 
R IWferiy; J M Sir^ (beta Kriah Cdandwe (Tal): 
0 Faroon (Aua); P AfllacK J Van de Vttde tirfc O 
Cote IAu*). 70 J OTfeefe (US; D Branedon (AuB): 
KTomon WpantSQrr [Nad. 71LVWe8a(NE); 
P Fcateer (Ai): G Ncktaus (IS); P G u r ua a 6 » a n 
(MttEv);PTtobanson;ABDniK>rrene(Au 4 :MJon- 
s» SwS; G Or. S Suwa ©aft M vtanonJ tfufa. 
D Cans; J Robson; D Draraxay (US): G Norman 
lAuaj; S Scan* (NZ); F bno*nn (Smbj: P McGn- 
ley. 72 S Cofca (Aus); C Ceraar (Fit; N Bnggs P 
MCWrtnney lAuaf. S RRhwdaiac C Pany tN«; G 
ChTOnera (Aw); 0 ftflarm (NorK M Alan (AusJ: R 
Wesaeb (SA): O Eceb (Aib): Nm JongdukfS tort; 
Part Nanvsln B«o); M McUsn; S LaycMAIAum 
Ptaphol (DteQ; G Dodd (Auai; S laaray (AuO. 



Laneram. 03 B Sauers; W Austin. W D Port; H 
Tart*; B fow. 87 S Jonas: B Andrade; J Leonard; 
) ParnerfA (Swey, 1 loan; J Don Blake; J W- 
soni 88 D awat; M BnsW C Stacler T Watson; 
F Rink: V S«w> (FIO; D Moron; D Poomk B Lane 

(GB)r M P 

SOUTH) . 

lagflratwd a apra a (SAi 

M Cdnstte (US); J McHenty (Rep frO- 68 M Mc- 
Nully (Zrfrt); O Ifo 0 ns (Rap lit); R Sailor (AuQ. 
68 P Moore (UST; N Hem « H BauedK D 
Tarttantiie; M MurtesK W CoetBoe; S Fbnl (US): 
W tetestnec J Ciote (SraQ. 70 « Some: I rtre* 
ings; W Schutte; J Hess (US); 1 Palmar; C ten- 
son tGflt: N ton Rens bug. 

Hockey 

OLYMPIC QUAUFYING TOURNAMENT 
( B a ra k m e) Sbde Daw: Canada 1 Indte Or. 
Malayae 0 Spam Z Great Bnttln 2 Naitiertends 
2; Batona 1 Btt 0 um 3. 

P W D L OF GAPta 
■Spate 5 3 2 0 11 3 8 

■tetfia 5 3 2 0 11 5 8 

Nethertaude 5 3 1 1 21 12 7 

Greet Britain 5 1 4 0 12 9 6 

5 3 0 2 7 8 6 

5 1 1 3 7 12 3 

5 1 0 4 10 19 2 

5 0 0 5 3 14 0 

"Quafity for Ofanpfc Games 


Ice hockey 

NHU Buffalo 4 (tenfold 2; Detroit 4 San tore Z 
NY Ranges 4 Pwiadetofta 4 (op: PitrsBurfr 4 Ot- 
tawa 3: Toramo 2 Chico® 2 tod; St UJua 6 Win- 
nipeg 5; Ca&ry 4 NY Isbndns V. Dotes 5 
Eomomon 3: Ananew 2 vanenuwr l. 

RaDybig 

Patrick Bemardini’s faultless drive 
throu®) the final nig* of the Monte Car- 
lo Rally allowed him to secure his first 
wfri in the event yesterday. The Corsi- 
can, making only his second appear- 
ance in the winter classic, won with a 
comfortable margn ofttvee minutes 44 
seconds over France's Francois Dete- 
cour, second In a Peu^ot 306i The pre- 
race favourite, Annin Schwarz of 
Germany, came third. 

Rugby Union 

The Courage dubs Second revision 
game between Moseley and Northamp- 
ton tomorrow has been postponed be- 
cause at a frozen pitch. 


Skating 

EUROPEAN RCURE STOOD* CHMUPtONStflPS 
(SoTta) LaacBog pattUoae In ice tore*, after 
original dance: 1 0 GntscfUtand £ fiatw (Rus) 
LOpm 2 A Kiytae and 0 (Xwenmirov (faa) 2 . 0 ; 
3 1 Rtxnsnme and I Yorertterto BAri 34; 4 M 
Antsara and G Petrerat (Fi) 3.6: s I ubaretiera 
and I AneftuWi (Ftoe) 5XL fclectert 11 M 
HmtpnrejB and P Arte* (GB) u.a 


SkBng 

H^vy snow has forced the postpone- 
ment of today's first men's Worid Cup 
downhUI m be staged in Sestnere for 
over 25 years. Race orgnisere say they 
hope to switch the race to Garmisch, 
Gamany, next Friday. 

Snooker 

Alex Higgns yesterday made an attempt 
to avert or minimise disciplinary action 


by 'unequNocaUy'' apologising to two i 
erees he has verbally abused. The fbr- 



lo Bngg Tomn). B o o z er Homer Lae«ra Soalb- 
ero DMDorc Hawaii o Oewedon 0. UnBond 
I — »« a nret PMrtorc Bradford Part Avenue 1 
feisiey Cette J. Ictaleaoie Second Dtafatoe: 
Wtham 0 Whaimae 1 . rated oMtton: Hano* 1 
Mteecod 1 . Javrann Eaatero I waflin Premtar 
DhWocc Etowmtai 5 Mteecn 3. North Wert 


laattn nrttPMteorr Ptesccr3ete 
sob Nonti End2- 1 eagn a nf W tal a a: f 


1 Em* vato 1 ; Conwy 1 Puunmadog I 

'hM Prensr DMttOK Son- 


roeK Roverel Dunsallc a Paatine Ua 0 M FM 
DMafao: Btecltoum 5 Sheffield MM 4 far Pro- 
sen); Ballon 0 Manchester Utd 2; Leads 0 Inv 
mere 0 tat MOW: CVdharr 0 Stoke O far 
SBMH 8 H. second DMalorc Baretay 5 tUl 
0: SaojxjoJ 0 Mansfield 1: Huddersfield 0 Pre- 
ston CL Iwnpgpr City 4 York D. MancneaerCny 
5 Rctnertom u Mtssesixtuai 5 cmniy 0 tat 
HWeport); Rat Vale 3 Burley L TMrd Dhtafcac 
Buiy 2 Kttsal R DarlnSBn 1 Doncasar 2: Scar- 
Dorouei 2 Scuittiorpe O; Wiron 1 Srtterofiwy 
LAwamnnaBceOpratii na diinFInrtDI ' ' 
Bri^non 1 Wmo tedn n 3: west Ham 2 I 
a i ta e t p rairaL Bnstar Ciry v Cnartorv i _ 
Peace v Luton. S ecee d DMstore Bmsngnam 
Coy 3 Qteffenflam 0 far Sudor? Cottfetfl; 
BounemocDi 4 Serenafia City 2. SnaTOah 
leagie: AriHeu Bteaa 0 Reel Madrid 5; Raw 
Vafiacano 1 (teal Owedo 2: Reel Zaragse 1 Real 
Beta 2 ; Real venacofie 2 wuenoa 5; Deooravo 
a Corona 2 Composrete 0: Ceita V®i 2 Safa- 
nranca Jj Esoard 2 Tenenfe 1 ; Snrifa 1 AIbcrb 
1; SpanigG^n 1 R»i SfrcedM li AtieLss liMo 


Snow reports 
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Information supplied by SW KQtflne 


sport 

Banned 

Dourthe 


England 


Rugby Union 


Richard Dourthe, the French 
centre suspended for a month 
for stamping on the head of Ben 
Claike, yesterday accused Eng- 
lish players of worse acts of 
violence. 

Dourthe said be thought the 
media fuss over the inddeot dur- 
ing France's 15-12 win over 
England in Paris last Saturday 
had been out of proportion and 
that be had seen many acts of 
violence by English playeis in die 
past which had gone unpunished. 

“But I don't think we should 
do Thing s the way they do," he 
said. “That’s the English men- 
tality and perhaps we are more 
intelligent” 

Dourthe, who has been re- 
placed by Alain fcoaud for the 
match against Scotland, said 
he bad learned his lesson. “The 
punishment is fair and it’s a good 
lesson for me. It punishes my act 
and one month is fine. It proves 
the injury was not serious." 

Mike Hall, the Cardiff centre, 
is understood to have accepted 
£1,000 from Llanelli as com- 
pensation for suffering a broken 
jaw from a punch thrown tty 
Scariefs’ lock Tony Gopsey when 
the sides met in a Heineken 
match on 30 September, 
injury forced Hall to miss 
four League matches and 
Cardiff's game against the tour- 
ing Fijians. It is believed the sum 
was arrived at by taking into ac- 
count appearance money and 
bonus opportunities denied 
him, plus the cost of treatment 

Rob Andrew finall y makes his 
competitive debut for Newcastle 
when be faces Harlequins in the 
KUtington Cup fifth round at 
Kingston Park tomorrow. The ex- 
Engjand outside-half has been re- 
stricted to a handful of friendly 
and second team games since his 
departure from Wisps to become 
the Newcastle supremo. 

Andrew, whose last com- 
petitive game was for Wasps in 
mid-October, said: “On a per- 
sonal level I am very much 
looking forward to the game. It 
is a big challenge for me as I 
have not played serious rugby 
for a few months. 

“There is a lot of expectation, 
but how my form is I wifl have 
to find out. But 1 have been liv- 
ing with the pressure for 10 
years now and I am used to iL" 

SCOTLAND A (V Arowa A at Myraskte. 2 
Fat*™?): 8 Long (Hufot's FPI; C Glasgow 
(Heim's H*>. GShM (Melrose). R Eriksson 
(tendon Scomsri), D Start (Borougranurt; S 
Wefah (Hawk*}, DPattarean (WFfentepooll: 
M Browne (Metnae). G Bfa tCume), B Stew- 
art (Edmbugi Academicals), D Bums iBor- 
OUffanurt, D Cronin (Bourgesl. P Walton 
(Newagfet, 9 Ronwlck (HawicKj, N 
Bronditon (Melrose). Replacements: S 
Mcmi (SetaM, S Lafeg ilnaonens). G Bums 
(SrewwfE Mehite FP), M Nanai (Sfitoie Coun- 
ty). S Paul (Hanot's FP). M Scott [OrreU). 


mer world champion, currently serving a 
suspended one-year ban pending his fu- 
ture conduct, faces possible further ac- 
ticx)bytoeVtoYJProfes6tonE«aRar[Jsaxl 
Snooker Association for remarks made 
to Alan Chamberlain and Laurie Annan- 
datedufogtheteoert Wald C ham pmi b l up 
qualifying event in Blackpool 

Table tennis 

Lisa Lomas and Matthew Syed, Britain's 
leading hopes for the Atlanta Olympics, 
have moved up the world rankings. Lo- 
mas has mowed up tram 57 to 52 in toe 
women's and Syed, me England No 1. 
has moved from 45 to 42 in the men's. 

Tennis 

Britain's Martin Lee and JamesTrotman 
advanced to the last four of the boys' 
doubles at the Australian Open in Mel- 
bourne yesterday with a quarter-final wc- 
foiy owr Andies Capodmonte and Dario 
SckMtina, of ttsfy, 6-1, 6-1. 

AUSTRAIMN OPEN (Mdbouma) Una’s dowries, 
•anHhte S Lartwj iCani are) A O finer rusi 
MG FORGET (Ft) and JMASSIISm) 6-3 5-7 3-6 
8-2 9-4; S Edtefg (Swei are) P Korea <Ci Repi br 
POALBRVmaiS) are; AOLHOVSWi (Bus.) G-l 7^ 
6-3-Woowrii 


Infite*. samL&oalE U SELES (USi 
M CRUBBi (US) 57 6-1 75; A HlffiER iGeri 01 
A C0ET2HT CSAj 4-6 6-4 6-2. DOitoiro. semMl- 
nato: L DAVENPORT are) M J FERNANDEZ (US) bi 
M MCGRATH (US) and L NOLAND [Lot) 6-2 6-3: 
C RU9N (US) and A SANCHEZ VKAR10 iSpi tl G 
FERNANDEZ (US) are) N ZVEREVA (Bate) 6-1 6-7 
6 -J. Seeded oTaycK m caotfat. 


^INDEPENDENT 


SKI 

Hotline 


Be the Erst in the know to find he 
best snow! 

real 0891 333 110 

tout®, up to date skew are) weama 
reports from over 100 resorts in 
Europe and North America by phone 
or fax. (For a lax report please use i 
phone attached to yore tax machine). 


France 

Austria 

Italy 

Spain & Andorra 
Bulgaria & Romania 
North America 
Switzerland 
Scotland 
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£40,000 to be won pi Ws Geor^an^fL. 
See Page 22 krM- — - — ~~ " “ 


Asprilla makes his way to Ne w 

Cuthd i.;. ^AAartnw Aenril- Another Parma player, the honm any United ptojerojm- to jJbrt^couM [not W* ^waiter- 


fjr &**,. 

wet, 



■ n Jr) . •'. 




Tllia maned in "«*7 * w . 

^ nfnoooa ftomGuincajh^^ij^H - summer. "If there b 

ss — Bsm k£I§§ NS 2S 1!§§ tsgsj 

:ss,s£esj sssssssa ”’ 5 5 ££s , !ss sSfsse - *- -jstassSgjj 

ssssasss sskssm* g£jg£S lascs.us'- Ssssssfi? g&sAffig i&’^rsss 

national striker, Faustino As- nest season is anexertmg one.” England Midfielder, who was like Vfonie ruling. TJ* ^ £2 

prilia, by signing him for a He admitted his relabonslup guson and to chielKOUi^ ^ ^ alleged to ®Pj?SL world of good looking for XSYennart Johansson.™ 

^SJsst ajsssas ssgggS awaesf! gs5j»“* -2SS? g3sss» 

stfS’.tv.'Ssfi: ’asssssa-. SSSgssss sssSr— “ efesssssE 

having agreed a four-year con- mer national coach, Francisco ^^rdavcoofinned have tp’make *- fa 2 £g 2 SEi** ****. &!*£$&****& 


Asprilla: £15,500 a week* 


. BBS HisJilsi 

Talking on Italian television Embassy once a month. meat, Muanwomo nave — _ 
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Tennis 

Monica Seles produced one of 
the comebacks of her career to 
win a place in her fourth Aus- 
tralian Open final by beamig the 
teenager Chanda Rubin in three 
sets in Melbourne yesterday. 

Seles faces the eighth seed, 
Anke Huber, after the Germm 
reached her first Grand Slam fi- 
nal with a three-set win over the 
South African Amanda Coetzer. 

The 22 -year-old Seles, 
favourite to win her ninth 
Grand Slam title in the absence 
of the injured Steffi Graf, came 
back from 5-2 down in the 
third set to win an epic semi-fi- 
nal 6-7, 6-1, 7-5 against the tal- 
ented American, who was 
facing Seles for the first time. 

Seles, the joint world No 1 
who has suffered niggling in- 
juries throughout tbc tourna- 
ment, had to dig deep to level 
the match in the second set 
against an inspired Rubin after 
losing the first on a tie-break. 

Rubin, who had beaten the 
world No 3, Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, in a three and a half 
hour quarter-final, followed the 
t^TTis do-or-die approach and at 
5-2 in the deciding set the Cen- 
tre Court crowd scented an 
upseL But Seles - never beat- 
en in Australia in 31 matches. 
27 of them at the Australian 
Open - had other ideas. 

Seles held serve and at 5-3 she 
finally cracked Rubin's pound- 


ing serve for the first time in the 
seL and then broke again to set 
up a remarkable victory and 
bring the crowd to its feet. 

Seles, who won the event 
three vears running before her 
slabbing in April 1993, said she 

felt ludcy to have readied the fi- .>• : -= • ■ : vy 1 ' • •’* ; J- : ' r /• ;/ A--"' •. ' - ••• , 

nal. “1 just can't believe it. be- ■, TJ.V. ' ' : - - ; : V • •.? T Vv'^'r; ..T: y > .;•••' -...v; .■;■■■'' ■ •' • ■ ■ . ■ ‘ • ;■ - •- 

cause at 5-2 1 was pretty sure it - j ‘ . : ■ ■ 1 • ; v ■; ••• .V’ - L ... : 

was goodbye," she said- u, rni ^ ' •. .. .. 

very lucky to be in the final. .. ■* .■ 1 W'": V ‘..v ..*■■■’ • ... •• .. •' 

Rubin, who won a protract- ; A j. A:'v--V-"; . . 'V . :• v; " " ! ■ i:?. r 'V- ; ' -j, -J:- A-vV: 

ed standing ovation for her vie- : ■ . " ; : •• V -' ^ A-; . . v t ' 'r : ' '■ ^ •; • * ' ; **" • •' . ; ’ ’ ; " • r . *' •• 

lory over &mchez Vicario, said '• ' ; . v ' V :[ \ . .• * ■ •••."' ; ‘ 

she tried to dominate Seles by : r •. ;; g. . }, ■ '/ . . .. ' , • V v ; 1 . . : . ••••••' j A •; •' V: 3^* ■ v ' 

going for her shots. “l ined to A .. ' '• ’/ .. ... ■ / ' r 

stay aggressive and 1 think 1 did 'i. ’ - •. 

that pretty well. I gave myself '■/' :• : : ■ /'v-Aa-A 

chances but 1 didn't dose it out - *• v' : '/ A .'.'.-'-V A. : ;• : A V- 

Seles, who has beaten Huber . •/ • '• V" ■ / '• • • • . : . •. ‘ 

twice since coming bad: from her ;'■} A’ 

28 -month lay-off. predicted a ,V". -..-.A . . ... .. . . - A 

hard-hitting final tomorrow. The - A' A A '• A ; A :V : ’• . 

German lived dangerously " :A; : • '£ ’■ • ; AA; -''V ; ' ' . 

against 16 th-seeded Coetzer. -a a../ v : A. A'.': " 

After losii^ ^ * : • . 

ffi^importmudiing-'' ^ 

Tokyo i after an operation on a ;AA : 1 . • ‘ ’• ' 'iJ, ^ fn r«>ach her first Grand Stem final in Melbourne yesterday 

— — ^ api _ r a Mjtmin ■ 
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THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 
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Norman conquers fever 
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Coif 

andyfarrell 
reports from Singapore 

Greg Norman has had a lot to 
get off his chest here this week. 
Mainly, it has been the infection 
which was picked up from his 

son before leaving borne on Svm- 

day. That he played at all m the 
first round of the Johnnie Walk- 
er Classic, so earning a reput- 
ed £200,000 appearance fee, 
was a surprise after reports the 
previous day of his temperature 
soaring into the 100s. 

Then, there was the mis^ 
clubbing at the 15th on Tanah 
Merah’s Garden Course which 
landed in the water. His cadche, 
Tony Navarro, got the blame for 
that, if not quite the dub round 
his throat. “The worst part, 
Norman said after a one -under- 
par 71, “was not having seen the 
course before. Some holes I 
didn't know where to go, like on 
the par-five 15th. I was told to 
hit it 200 yards and it went 200 


yards, straight into the water. 
You don’t like to make stupid 
mistakes, especially when laying 
up on a par five. Tony was glad 
to see me gel road because he 
said that means I care. You have 

to get it off your chest" 

Two years ago, in Phuket, 
Norman won the title after miss- 
ing his practice rounds. Then be 
opened with a 75 to be nine shots 
behind the lead. This time he 
found himself only five adrift of 
his fellow Australian Bradley 
Hughes and Sweden's Olle 
Karisson. “Two years ago, at 
least, 1 had been round in a bug- 
gy. This is the first time l have 
played a course blind in a tour- 
nament. On Wednesday it was 
very doubtful whether I would 
play. Friends said I should go 
home to Australia to rest for the 
weekend, but 1 felt 1 was im- 
proving." 

Norman, like all the after- 
noon starters, was not helped by 
a thunder and lightning storm 
which suspended play for almost 
two hours. This event may be 


only one third European (and 
one third Australian and one 
third Asian), but there were 

enough Englishmen around to 
appropriate their national crick- 
et team's ability for drought re- 
lief. The downpour meant 45 
players failed to complete their 
rounds after the resumption. 

The delay prevented Ernie 
Els joining Ian Woosnam in be- 
ing honorary bartenders serving 
the Black Label at a charity do, 
but the South African will not | 
have worried after producing a 
bogey-free 67. Woosnam, too, 
was probably unconcerned af- 
ter an opening 69. Bernhard 
Langer and the defending 
champion, Fred Couples, are 
both lurking on 68, but the 
round of the day (relatively) be- 
longed to John Daly. The Open 
champion joined Els on five un- 
der. in contrast to his 80 (with 
an eight at the first) in the same 
sponsor's World Championship 
a month ago. 

First-round scores. 
Sporting Digest, page 23 
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Cricket 

TONY COZIER 

Citing “personal and health 
reasons" the Kent all-rounder 
Carl Hooper yesterday pulled 
out of the West Indies World 
Cup team to which he had been 
named only the day before. 
He said he would not be avail- 
able for the subsequent home 
series against New Zealand ei- 
ther. 

Hooper told the West Indies 
board that, “given his menial 
and physical state over the past 
year," his decision had to be 
made “in his best interest and 
that of West Indies cricket." He 
said that once he was back in 
shape he would be keen to 
play for the West Indies again. 

Hooper’s decision coincides 
with the return of Brian Lara, 
whose similarly late withdraw- 


Tbny Cozier reports 
on a new problem 
for the troubled West 
Indies cricket team 

al from the recent tour of Aus- 
tralia, although for different rea- 
sons, highlighted deep divisions 
within the West Indies team. 

It places Hooper's interna- 
tional future in obvious doubL 
At 29, and a veteran of 52 Tests 
and 140 one-day internationals, 
he has never fulfilled his poten- 
tial as either a batsman or an off- 
spin bowler for the West Indies. 

His career has often been 
dogged by injury and illness and 
he missed last year’s tour of New 
Zealand after contracting 
malaria on the preceding tour 
of India. 

He became so disenchanted 
with the game that he sought to 


abort his tour of England with 

the West Indies last summer and 

was only persuaded to contin- 
ue after a session with the psy- 
chologist Mike Bread ey, the 
former England captam. 

His place in the World Cup 
squad had gone to the fast 
bowler Cameron Cuffy, em- 
phasising the absence or gifted 
all-rounders in the West Indies 
at present. 

■ The Border Cricket Board 
have been Fined 5,000 rand 
(£914) by the United Cricket 
Board of South Africa for 
preparing a substandard pitch 
for the sixth one-day interna- 
tional between South Africa and 
England in East London last 
week. In the match, the sixth of 
the seven onc-day internation- 
als, South Africa were bowled 
out for 129 and England were 
dismissed for 115. 
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